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infinitive basic form of the verb 

present continuous 

simple 

perfect 

gerund -ing form of the verb 

past participle if the verb is regular the past participle ends with ‘-ed’; 
if the verb is irregular the ending of the past participle 

varies; every main verb in English has one 

a regular action or habit; a fact which is normally true 

what is happening now; also called ‘present progressive’ 

a past action which is relevant to now 

past 

simple a completed action in the past 

continuous what was happening when... 

perfect a past action which is relevant to a later event 
(both in the past) 

future 

will a future action 

going to a future action (sounds better due to the stress pattern) 

continuous a future action at a particular time 


