Talk a Lot

Airport
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Airport
1. Graham flies about three or four times a year.
2. Keith is flying economy class today, because he can’t afford an upgrade.
3. Last year I bought some duty-free sunglasses from a little shop at the airport in Minsk.
4. Lea and Buzz were going through customs when they were stopped by two armed security guards.
5. Paul’s just landed at Heathrow Airport.
6. I could book a flight for me and Laura.
7. We’re going to pay for priority boarding tomorrow, because we don’t like to queue.
8. If we use a different airline, we’ll have an exciting stopover in Bangkok next Friday night.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Airport
1. Graham flies about three or four times a year.
2. Keith is flying economy class today, because he can’t afford an upgrade.
3. Last year I bought some duty-free sunglasses from a little shop at the airport in Minsk.
4. Lea and Buzz were going through customs when they were stopped by two armed security guards.
5. Paul’s just landed at Heathrow Airport.
6. I could book a flight for me and Laura.
7. We’re going to pay for priority boarding tomorrow, because we don’t like to queue.
8. If we use a different airline, we’ll have an exciting stopover in Bangkok next Friday night.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Airport
1. Graham flies about three or four times a year.
2. Keith is flying economy class today, because he can’t afford an upgrade.
3. Last year I bought some duty-free sunglasses from a little shop at the airport in Minsk.
4. Lea and Buzz were going through customs when they were stopped by two armed security guards.
5. Paul’s just landed at Heathrow Airport.
6. I could book a flight for me and Laura.
7. We’re going to pay for priority boarding tomorrow, because we don’t like to queue.
8. If we use a different airline, we’ll have an exciting stopover in Bangkok next Friday night.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Airport
       /eI/        /aI/                 /i:/       /O:/ /aI/          /I@/
1. Graham flies about three or four times a year.
       /i:/       /aI/        /Á/           /A:/       /aI/                         /A:/       /O:/       /ö/ 
2. Keith is flying economy class today, because he can’t afford an upgrade.
      /A:/   /I@/      /O:/                 /u:/    /i:/   /ö/                            /I/        /Á/            /e@/              /I/
3. Last year I bought some duty-free sunglasses from a little shop at the airport in Minsk.
      /I@/          /ö/              /@U/         /u:/     /ö/                                          /Á/              /u:/ /A:/           /U@/      /A:/ 
4. Lea and Buzz were going through customs when they were stopped by two armed security guards.
       /O:/    /ö/   /{/              /i:/           /e@/
5. Paul’s just landed at Heathrow Airport.
                   /U/       /aI/                         /O:/
6. I could book a flight for me and Laura.
                                /aI/          /Á/       /O:/               /Á/                                /@U/  /aI/         /u:/
7. We’re going to pay for priority boarding tomorrow, because we don’t like to queue.
              /u:/      /I/          /e@/                  /{/             /aI/       /Á/                        /Á/           /aI/       /aI/
8. If we use a different airline, we’ll have an exciting stopover in Bangkok next Friday night.
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