Talk a Lot

Australia
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Australia
1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.
2. The team’s getting some amazing photos of koala bears, because they’re so tame.
3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley last Friday with her mate Gavin.
4. We were climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted her ankle.
5. Rickie has seen almost every single episode of Neighbours, since it began in nineteen eighty-five.
6. Darren has to write an assignment about injured kangaroos.
7. After Canberra we’ll fly straight to Brisbane.
8. If the footy match is cancelled, we’ll have a barbie instead!
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Australia
1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.
2. The team’s getting some amazing photos of koala bears, because they’re so tame.
3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley last Friday with her mate Gavin.
4. We were climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted her ankle.
5. Rickie has seen almost every single episode of Neighbours, since it began in nineteen eighty-five.
6. Darren has to write an assignment about injured kangaroos.
7. After Canberra we’ll fly straight to Brisbane.
8. If the footy match is cancelled, we’ll have a barbie instead!
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Australia
1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.
2. The team’s getting some amazing photos of koala bears, because they’re so tame.
3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley last Friday with her mate Gavin.
4. We were climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted her ankle.
5. Rickie has seen almost every single episode of Neighbours, since it began in nineteen eighty-five.
6. Darren has to write an assignment about injured kangaroos.
7. After Canberra we’ll fly straight to Brisbane.
8. If the footy match is cancelled, we’ll have a barbie instead!
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Australia
      /Á/           /Á/       /e/             /I/                               /Æ:/        /eI/         /Æ:/ 
1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.
             /i:/         /e/                     /eI/          /@U/            /A:/    /e@/                                      /eI/ 
2. The team’s getting some amazing photos of koala bears, because they’re so tame.
      /e/      /e/    /aI/   /eI/                 /Á/       /{/      /A:/  /aI/                       /eI/    /{/
3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley last Friday with her mate Gavin.
                      /aI/           /aU/     /I/          /A:/           /I/                 /{/         /I/                   /I/              /{/ 
4. We were climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted her ankle.
      /I/                /i:/                /e/        /I/      /e/                   /eI/                                 /{/      /aI/          /eI/      /aI/
5. Rickie has seen almost every single episode of Neighbours, since it began in nineteen eighty-five.
      /{/                    /aI/            /aI/                      /I/                      /u:/
6. Darren has to write an assignment about injured kangaroos.
               /{/                     /aI/  /eI/             /I/

7. After Canberra we’ll fly straight to Brisbane.
               /U/       /{/         /{/                       /{/         /A:/           /e/  
8. If the footy match is cancelled, we’ll have a barbie instead!
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