Talk a Lot

Learning English
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Learning English
1. Ala is an English student at the smallest language school in Toruń.
2. We’re studying past perfect verbs after break.
3. Leroy passed his exam last month because he did a lot of revision.
4. Kenneth and Maria were writing the vowels and consonants of the English alphabet in their notebooks.
5. I’ve finished both of my assignments.
6. Hayley has to do her homework before she goes to work tonight.
7. Next week we’re going to start Unit Three.
8. If Ali passes his speaking exam, he will move up to level five.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Learning English
1. Ala is an English student at the smallest language school in Toruń.
2. We’re studying past perfect verbs after break.

3. Leroy passed his exam last month because he did a lot of revision.
4. Kenneth and Maria were writing the vowels and consonants of the English alphabet in their notebooks.
5. I’ve finished both of my assignments.
6. Hayley has to do her homework before she goes to work tonight.
7. Next week we’re going to start Unit Three.
8. If Ali passes his speaking exam, he will move up to level five.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Learning English
1. Ala is an English student at the smallest language school in Toruń.
2. We’re studying past perfect verbs after break.
3. Leroy passed his exam last month because he did a lot of revision.
4. Kenneth and Maria were writing the vowels and consonants of the English alphabet in their notebooks.
5. I’ve finished both of my assignments.
6. Hayley has to do her homework before she goes to work tonight.
7. Next week we’re going to start Unit Three.
8. If Ali passes his speaking exam, he will move up to level five.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Learning English
    /{/           /I/             /u:/                      /O:/      /{/                  /u:/           /U/
1. Ala is an English student at the smallest language school in Toruń.
                  /ö/          /A:/   /Æ:/        /Æ:/                /eI/
2. We’re studying past perfect verbs after break.
     /i:/       /A:/                /{/   /A:/    /ö/                            /I/                   /I/ 
3. Leroy passed his exam last month because he did a lot of revision.
      /e/                      /i/              /aI/               /aU@/           /Á/                            /I/          /{/                          /@U/

4. Kenneth and Maria were writing the vowels and consonants of the English alphabet in their notebooks.
            /I/            /@U/                 /aI/
5. I’ve finished both of my assignments.
     /eI/                   /u:/       /@U/                                  /@U/        /Æ:/      /aI/
6. Hayley has to do her homework before she goes to work tonight.
      /e/      /i:/                              /A:/  /u:/       /i:/
7. Next week we’re going to start Unit Three.
       /{/  /A:/                 /i:/            /{/                   /u:/  /ö/      /e/    /aI/
8. If Ali passes his speaking exam, he will move up to level five.
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