Talk a Lot

Places in the UK
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Places in the UK
1. Debbie is British because she was born in England.
2. My grandparents are heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to Bristol in the afternoon.
3. In nineteen ninety-six Kate Coleridge walked from Land’s End to John o’Groats, to raise money for her local hospital.
4. Stewart was studying Scottish History at Oxford, when he discovered his passion for Gaelic.
5. Barbara’s climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade.
6. You have to see Giant’s Causeway before you leave.
7. Chloe’s latest exhibition will visit Cardiff in August.
8. If you enjoy sunsets, you’ll love the Norfolk Broads at dusk.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Places in the UK
1. Debbie is British because she was born in England.
2. My grandparents are heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to Bristol in the afternoon.
3. In nineteen ninety-six Kate Coleridge walked from Land’s End to John o’Groats, to raise money for her local hospital.

4. Stewart was studying Scottish History at Oxford, when he discovered his passion for Gaelic.
5. Barbara’s climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade.
6. You have to see Giant’s Causeway before you leave.*
7. Chloe’s latest exhibition will visit Cardiff in August.
8. If you enjoy sunsets, you’ll love the Norfolk Broads at dusk.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------
* The word “have” in “have to” is a modal form and therefore not a content word. However, in this sentence the speaker uses special intonation and stresses the word to emphasise that the listener must do something. In written English this is indicated by putting the word into italics.
Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Places in the UK
1. Debbie is British because she was born in England.
2. My grandparents are heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to Bristol in the afternoon.
3. In nineteen ninety-six Kate Coleridge walked from Land’s End to John o’Groats, to raise money for her local hospital.
4. Stewart was studying Scottish History at Oxford, when he discovered his passion for Gaelic.
5. Barbara’s climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade.
6. You have to see Giant’s Causeway before you leave.
7. Chloe’s latest exhibition will visit Cardiff in August.
8. If you enjoy sunsets, you’ll love the Norfolk Broads at dusk.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Places in the UK
      /e/               /I/                                       /O:/      /I/
1. Debbie is British because she was born in England.
              /{/                         /e/                           /e/                /O:/                      /aI/             /I/                           /u:/ 
2. My grandparents are heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to Bristol in the afternoon.
        /aI/         /aI/     /I/  /eI/  /@U/           /O:/               /{/    /e/        /Á/         /@U/        /eI/    /ö/               /@U/   /Á/
3. In nineteen ninety-six Kate Coleridge walked from Land’s End to John o’Groats, to raise money for her local hospital.

     /u:/                   /ö/            /Á/        /I/              /Á/                                 /ö/                 /{/                /eI/ 
4. Stewart was studying Scottish History at Oxford, when he discovered his passion for Gaelic.
      /A:/            /aI/                      /@U/     /aI/ /aI/                 /A:/   /e/
5. Barbara’s climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade.
               /{/        /i:/    /I@/        /O:/                
                 /i:/
6. You have to see Giant’s Causeway before you leave.
        /@U/   /eI/              /I/              /I/     /A:/           /O:/
7. Chloe’s latest exhibition will visit Cardiff in August.
                    /OI/  /ö/                    /ö/            /O:/          /O:/           /ö/
8. If you enjoy sunsets, you’ll love the Norfolk Broads at dusk.
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