Talk a Lot

Politics
Multi-Purpose Text

Tough at the Top (Original Text)
Line

1
After school on Monday, Maggie had another meeting of the “Magic Holidays 

2
Committee”, which she chairs. The aim of the committee is to raise money for school 

3
trips for less-privileged pupils. Malcolm, the main fundraiser, made some astonishing 

4
allegations about Tim, the treasurer, announcing that Tim had stolen forty pounds 

5
from committee funds. Tim denied it, but by Tuesday afternoon Malcolm had given 

6
Maggie an ultimatum: “Either he goes or I quit!” Maggie was under intense pressure 

7
because Malcolm was a very good fundraiser. What’s more, she couldn’t believe that 

8
Tim would steal from them. Besides, she knew that Malcolm had been trying to get 

9
the treasurer’s job for a few months. Malcolm continued to threaten, but Maggie kept 

10
a cool head, and demanded evidence of misconduct. On Thursday Tim unexpectedly 

11
resigned from his post and Maggie’s heart sank. She heard from Kim, a trusted 

12
colleague on the committee, that Malcolm had discovered documents proving that 

13
Tim had unlawfully taken committee money for his own use. By close of play on 

14
Friday Maggie had heard a full confession from Tim, who claimed that he had only 

15
borrowed the cash “…to help my sister pay back her student loan debt.” Tim was 

16
sacked from the committee and Kim was voted into the role. Malcolm said for the 

17
record that he had only acted in the interests of the committee and he stayed on as 

18
main fundraiser. Maggie felt a weight lifting when the weekend finally got underway. 

19
“It’s true what they say, mum,” she told Kathleen on Friday evening after a long bath, 20
“A week really is a long time in politics!”

(271 words)
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Tough at the Top (Text with 20 Differences)
After school on   1. Sunday (Monday), Maggie had another meeting of the “Magic Holidays Committee”, which she chairs. The aim of the committee is to raise   2. funds (money)   for school trips for less-privileged pupils. Malcolm, the   3. name (main)   fundraiser, made some astonishing allegations about Tim, the treasurer, announcing that Tim   4. has (had)   stolen forty pounds from committee funds. Tim denied it, but by Tuesday   5. morning (afternoon)   Malcolm had given Maggie an ultimatum: “Either he goes or I quit!” Maggie was under intense pressure because Malcolm was a   6. berry (very)   good fundraiser. What’s more, she couldn’t believe that Tim would steal from them. Besides, she knew that Malcolm had been trying to   7. net (get)   the treasurer’s job for a few   8. mums (months). Malcolm continued to threaten, but Maggie kept a   9. full (cool)   head, and demanded   10. elegance (evidence)   of misconduct. On Thursday Tim unexpectedly   11. replied (resigned)   from his post and Maggie’s heart sank. She heard from Kim, a trusted   12. friend (colleague)   on the committee, that Malcolm had discovered documents proving that Tim had unlawfully taken committee money for his own   13. shoes (use). By close of play on Friday Maggie had heard a full confession from   14. Kim (Tim), who claimed that he had only borrowed the cash “…to help my sister pay   15. black (back)   her student loan debt.” Tim was sacked from the committee and Kim was voted into the role. Malcolm said for the   16. second (record)   that he had only acted in the interests of the committee and   17. she (he)   stayed on as main fundraiser. 18. Kathleen (Maggie)   felt a weight lifting when the weekend finally got   
19. on the way (underway). “It’s true what they say, mum,” she told Kathleen on Friday evening after a long bath, “A week really is a long   20. dime (time)   in politics!”
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