Talk a Lot

Politics
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Politics
1. The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.
2. We’re going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.
3. Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.
4. Carl’s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate.
5. I’ve just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting.
6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.
7. The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.
8. If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Politics
1. The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.
2. We’re going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.
3. Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.
4. Carl’s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate.
5. I’ve just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting.
6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.
7. The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.
8. If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Politics
1. The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.
2. We’re going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.
3. Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.
4. Carl’s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate.
5. I’ve just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting.
6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.
7. The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.
8. If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Politics
              /Á/          /e/               /i:/            /Á/             /e@/
1. The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.
                /@U/                           /eI/           /Á/                      /O:/   /aI/     /u:/        /e/ 
2. We’re going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.
     /@U/   /@U/            /Æ:/                      /A:/    /e/                                     /Á/                 /I/      /aU/  /{/ 
3. Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.
      /A:/      /ö/                 /eI/               /i:/                    /u:/      /eI/  
4. Carl’s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate.
            /ö/     /i:/         /O:/                  /@U/                             /eI/       /i:/
5. I’ve just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting.
                      /I/                            /Á/             /I/                   /ö/                     /{/               /u:/
6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.
             /@U/ /@U/                           /ö/            /I/          /I/
7. The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.
              /@U/        /i:/  /aU/                         /ö/                      /aI/       /I/               /e/   /Æ:/
8. If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse.
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