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river LDêfîK]L= stereo LDëíÉêKáK]rL=
road Lê]rÇL= stomach LDëí¾ãK]âL=
road rage Lê]rÇ=êÉfÇwL= storm LëílWãL=
road sign Lê]rÇ=ë~fåL= stream LëíêáWãL=
rock LêflâL= string LëíêfÏL=
rugby LDê¾ÖKÄáL= summer LDë¾ãK]L=
rule LêìWäL= sun Lë¾åL=
sailing LDëÉfKäfÏL= sunblock LDë¾åKÄäflâL=
sand LëôåÇL= Sunday driver LDë¾åKÇÉf=DÇê~fKî]L=
saxophone LDëôâKë]KÑ]råL= sunglasses LDë¾ÏKÖä^WKëfòL=
score LëâlWL= sunset LDë¾åKëÉíL=
sea LëáWL= suntan LDë¾åKíôåL=
season LDëáWKòåL= supporter Lë]DélWKí]L=
seat LëáWíL= suspect LDë¾ëKéÉâíL=
seatbelt LDëáWíÄÉäíL= suspended sentence Lë]DëéÉåÇK]Ç=DëÉåKí]åíëL=
separation LëÉéKêDÉfKpåL= swimming LDëïfãKfÏL=
seven LDëÉîKåL= table tennis LDíÉfKÄä=DíÉåKfëL=
seventeen LëÉîKåDíáWåL= team LíáWãL=
seventy LDëÉîKåKíáL= teenager LDíáWåKÉfKÇw]L=
shark Lp^WâL= temperature LDíÉãKéê]Kíp]L=
sheep LpáWéL= ten LíÉåL=
shoplifting LDpfléKäfÑKífÏL= tennis LDíÉåKfëL=
shoulder LDp]räKÇ]L= terminal illness LDí‰WKãfKå]ä=DfäKå]ëL=
side mirror Lë~fÇ=DãfêK]L= terrorism LDíÉêK]KêfKòãL=
singer LDëfÏK]L= theft LqÉÑíL=
six LëfâëL= thermometer Lq]DãflãKfKí]L=
sixteen LëfâDëíáWåL= thirteen Lq‰WDíáWåL=
sixty LDëfâKëíáL= thirty LDq‰WKíáL=
skeleton LDëâÉäKfKíåL= three LqêáWL=
skiing LDëâáWKfÏL= throat Lqê]ríL=
skin LëâfåL= thunder and lightning Lq¾åKÇ]KåÇDä~fíKåfÏL=
sky Lëâ~fL= tiger LDí~fKÖ]L=
sledge LëäÉÇwL= toe Lí]rL=
sleet LëäáWíL= tongue Lí¾ÏL=
snail LëåÉfäL= tooth LíìWqL=
snooker LDëåìWKâ]L= tortoise LDílWKí]ëL=
snow Lëå]rL= tree LíêáWL=
snowman LDëå]rKãôåL= trial Líê~f]äL=
solicitor Lë]DäfëKfKí]L= trumpet LDíê¾ãKéfíL=
spider LDëé~fKÇ]L= tsunami LíëìWDå^WKãáL=
sport LëélWíL= twelve LíïÉäîL=
sports car LëélWíë=â^WL= twenty LDíïÉåKíáL=
spring LëéêfÏL= two LíìWL=
squash LëâïflpL= tyre Lí~f]L=
stadium LDëíÉfKÇáK]ãL= umbrella L¾ãDÄêÉäK]L=
stag night LëíôÖ=å~fíL= valley LDîôäKáL=
starfish LDëí^WKÑfpL= vein LîÉfåL=
steering wheel LDëíf]KêfÏ=ïáWäL= verse Lî‰WëL=
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victim LDîfâKífãL=
violence LDî~f]KäåíëL=
violin LDî~f]KäfåL=
volleyball LDîfläKáKÄlWäL=
wave LïÉfîL=
weather LDïÉaK]L=
weather forecast LDïÉaK]=DÑlWKâ^WëíL=
wedding LDïÉÇKfÏL=
Wellington boots LïÉäKfÏKíåDÄìWíëL=
whale LïÉfäL=
wheel LïáWäL=
white Lï~fíL=
widow LDïfÇK]rL=
wind LïfåÇL=
wind farm LïfåÇ=Ñ^WãL=
windscreen LDïfåÇKëâêáWåL=
windscreen wipers LDïfåÇKëâêáWå=Dï~féK]òL=
winner LDïfåK]L=
winter LDïfåKí]L=
winter tyres LDïfåKí]=í~f]òL=
witness LDïfíKå]ëL=
worm Lï‰WãL=
wrist LêfëíL=
yellow LDàÉäK]rL=
zebra LDòÉÄKê]L=
zebra crossing LDòÉÄKê]=DâêflëKfÏL=
zero LDòf]Kê]rL=
 
 
The 26 Letters of the English Alphabet 
and How to Pronounce Them – 
 
upper case lower case IPA upper case lower case IPA 

A a LÉfL= N n LÉåL=
B b LÄáWL= O o L]rL=
C c LëáWL= P p LéáWL=
D d LÇáWL= Q q LâàìWL=
E e LáWL= R r L^WL=
F f LÉÑL= S s LÉëL=
G g LÇwáWL= T t LíáWL=
H h LÉfípL= U u LàìWL=
I i L~fL= V v LîáWL=
J j LÇwÉfL= W w LDÇ¾KÄ]äKàìWL=
K k LâÉfL= X x LÉâëL=
L l LÉäL= Y y Lï~fL=
M m LÉãL= Z z LòÉÇL=
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A consonant cluster is a group of two or more consonant letters together in a word. For 
example, in the word “brilliant”, “br” is a consonant cluster, as is “ll”, and also “nt”. Consonant 
clusters are also sometimes known as “consonant blends”. Focusing on consonant clusters 
and vowel clusters (see p.18.48) is useful if you want to look at some of the differences 
between spelling and sounds in English words. 
 
Consonant clusters can occur at the beginning (an initial consonant cluster), in the middle (a 
medial consonant cluster) or at the end of a syllable (a final consonant cluster). For example, 
in the world brilliant –  LDÄêfäKà]åíL  – which has two syllables, there is a consonant cluster at 
the beginning of the first syllable (“br”), at the end of the first syllable (“ll”), and at the end of 
the second syllable (“nt”). They can also occur in the middle of a syllable, for example the 
consonant cluster “ch” in the middle of the word “ache”. 
 
We can include consonant digraphs within the term “consonant clusters”. A consonant 
digraph is where two consecutive consonant letters in the spelling of a word are used together 
to make a single sound. For example, in the word “know”, “kn” is a digraph which represents 
a single sound:  LåL=. There are also digraphs which make vowel sounds, for example, in the 
word “beach”, “ea” is a digraph which represents a single vowel sound:  LáWL==(see p.18.48). 
 
There are 21 consonant letters in the English alphabet, and 25 consonant sounds in spoken 
English. Therefore we need some consonant digraphs to represent consonant sounds 
because there are more consonant sounds than consonant letters. For example, there is no 
single letter in English that represents the sound  LpL . We need to use a digraph – two 
consonant letters together – and we end up with “sh” to represent  LpL . Similarly, there is no 
single letter that represents the sound  LaL . Therefore we need to use a digraph – two 
consonant letters together – and we end up with “th” to represent  LaL . Confusion can occur 
because the digraph “th” also represents another, different consonant sound:  LqL. 
 
Part of the reason for the existence of digraphs – where two letters make one sound – is that 
English is an old language, and over hundreds of years the pronunciation of different words 
has changed. Some sounds that used to be pronounced in words are no longer pronounced, 
although the spelling has remained the same. Some used to be pronounced, but aren’t any 
more. For example, up until the mid-17th century “knife” was pronounced in Old English as a 
three-syllable word, with the  LâL , the  LåL , and the final vowel sound all heard, like this:  
LâDåfÑK]L . 
 
As we have seen in our study of connected speech (see p.11.1), consonants don’t like to rub 
up against each other, and elision (where we lose a consonant sound) or assimilation (where 
a consonant sound changes) often occur when two consonant sounds meet, to make the 
syllable or word easier to pronounce. So it is no surprise then that the longer the consonant 
cluster, the more difficult it will be to pronounce, and the more likely it will be that either elision 
or assimilation take place. For example, try saying: “twelfths” out loud. This word crowbars 
seven different consonant letters into one syllable, which in turn produces six distinct 
consonant sounds:  Lí=ï=É=ä=Ñ=q=ëL ! Another example of a problematic word is “crisps”, which is 
pronounced:  LâêfëéëL . Try to pronounce all of the five distinct consonant sounds (in two 
consonant clusters) in just one syllable. Tricky! 
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Generally speaking most consonant clusters are only two or three letters long. The longest 
initial consonant cluster can be three letters long, e.g. “spr-” in the word “sprint”, whilst the 
longest final consonant cluster will be generally four letters long, e.g. “-rsts” in the word  
“firsts”. Perhaps the prize for the longest consonant cluster would have to go to the word 
“rhythm”, which is soley made up of consonant letters – six to be precise! However, “rhythm” 
cheats as a consonant cluster, because it actually has two vowel sounds – the “y” acts as the 
vowel sound  LfL  in the first syllable, which is stressed, and the second syllable can have 
either the schwa sound (weak stress) or no vowel sound:  LDêfaK]ãL  or  LDêfaKãL=. 
 
Adverbs are a group of words that can have long consonant clusters at the end, e.g. exactly. 
Elision is likely to occur in such a cluster, for example “exactly” will often be pronounced 
without the  LíL  sound, like this:  LfÖDòôâKäáL  rather than LfÖDòôâíKäáL . It would be too much 
unnecessary effort to try to pronounce the  LíL , sandwiched as it is between two other 
consonant sounds. I say unnecessary because the most important sound in this word is the 
vowel sound on the stressed syllable, the  LôL  sound. This sound must be pronounced 
clearly, whilst the consonant sounds are less vital to communication. 
 
Consonant clusters can be divided into five categories: 

 
1. Consonant Digraphs 
2. Consonant Digraphs with Double Letters 
3. True Consonant Clusters 
4. Consonant Clusters Ending with LëL or  LòL 
5. Consonant Clusters in Compound Words 

 
 

1. Consonant Digraphs 
 
Some consonant clusters are digraphs, which are two letters together in the spelling of a word 
that combine to make a single sound. Note that most consonant digraphs end with the letter 
“h”. (When three letters come together to form a single sound, e.g. “-tch” in the word “fetch” – 
which represents the sound  LípL – it is known as a trigraph.) 
 
Here are some examples of initial consonant digraphs. (Note: you may wish to add your own 
examples in the space provided.) 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ch  LípL= = cheer, champion, change ______________________ 
ch  LpL   chandelier, champignon1 ______________________=
ch  LâL= = cholera, chrome, chronic ______________________=
 
gn  LåL= = gnat, gnaw, gnome  ______________________=
 
kn  LåL= = know, knife, knitting  ______________________=

                                            
1 Loan words from French. 
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ph  LÑL= = photo, pharmacy, pharaoh ______________________=
 
rh  LêL= = rhubarb, rhinoceros, rhyme ______________________=
 
sc  LëL= = science, scissors, scimitar ______________________=
 
sh  LpL= = sheep, shine, shock, shed ______________________=
 
th  LqL= = thick, Thursday, thanks  ______________________=
th  LaL= = this, that, brother, there, the ______________________ 
 
ts  LëL= = tsunami1   ______________________=
 
wh  LïL= = what, why, where, wheel, whip ______________________=
wh  LÜL= = who, whose, whole, wholemeal ______________________=
 
wr  LêL= = writing, wrestler, wrong  ______________________=
 
Here are some examples of final consonant cluster digraphs: 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ch  LípL= = beach, coach, roach  ______________________ 
ch  LâL= = stomach    ______________________ 
 
ck  LâL= = black, track, pick, flock, luck ______________________=
 
gh  LÑL= = cough, trough, rough, enough, tough2  ________________=
 
mb  LãL= = comb, tomb, aplomb, plumb ______________________=
 
ng  LÏL= = along, going, eating, meeting ______________________=
 
sh  LpL= = finish, trash, Spanish, fish ______________________=
 
th  LqL= = tooth, youth, bath, path  ______________________ 
 

                                            
1 This is a loan word from Japanese. In the word “tsar” (from Russian) the “ts” digraph makes a  LòL  sound:  Lò^WL  
2 The digraph “gh” also contributes towards different vowel sounds, e.g.  L~rL  in “bough” and “plough”, and can be 
included in various vowel clusters (see p.18.53). 
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Here are some final consonant digraphs which occur where the letter “r” is silent because it is 
helping to make a vowel sound (see also vowel clusters on p.18.50). 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
rb  LÄL= = disturb, suburb, rhubarb ______________________=
 
rn  LåL= = earn, turn, western, learn ______________________=
 
rt  LíL= = hurt, heart, art, start, alert ______________________=
 
Just to confuse you, here’s a consonant cluster where “r” is pronounced. This is not a digraph, 
because both of the letters are pronounced, but rather a true consonant cluster: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ry  LêáL= = dairy, eery, diary, hairy, bury ______________________=
 
 
2. Consonant Digraphs with Double Letters 
 
These consonant clusters are digraphs that comprise a pair of identical letters, which make a 
single sound when said together. Most consonant letters can be doubled, although doubles 
with “h”, “j”, “q”, “w”, “x”, and “y” are not natural in English. They usually occur in the middle of 
a word, although some, like “ff” in “cliff” come at the end. They never occur at the beginning of 
a word, unless the word has originated from a foreign language, for example “llama” from 
Spanish or “Lloyd” from Welsh. Here is a full list of consonant digraphs with double letters:=
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
bb  LÄL= = robber, sobbing, hobble ______________________=
cc  LâL= = soccer, occur, stucco  ______________________ 
dd  LÇL= = pudding, wedding, sadder ______________________ 
ff  LÑL= = iffy, cliff , effect, off, effort ______________________=
gg  LÖL= = boggy, flagged, bigger   ______________________=
kk  LâL= = trekking, Trekker  ______________________=
ll  LäL= = alluring, allied, balloon  ______________________=
mm  LãL= = summer, humming, immature ______________________=
nn  LåL= = runner, annoy, announcement ______________________=
pp  LéL= = opportunity, shopping, kipper ______________________ 
rr  LêL= = hurry, worried, curry, sorry  ______________________=
ss  LëL= = assess, less, massive  ______________________=
ss  LòL  possess   ______________________ 
tt  LíL= = shutters, cottage, plotted ______________________=
vv  LîL= = revved    ______________________=
 



Talk a Lot 
 

Learn the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 
 

Spelling and Sounds – Consonant Clusters 
 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary  ©  English Banana.com                           18.43 
 

3. True Consonant Clusters 
 
“True” consonant clusters are phonetic because they are pronounced in the same way as 
they are spelled. For example, “br” in “bread” is pronounced in the same way as the 
phonemes that it represents:  LÄêL . In true consonant clusters we pronounce all of the sounds. 
Note that the consonant clusters below in bold type are all good examples of when the 
consonant sound  LêL  is pronounced in an English word. This is helpful to know, because so 
often in spoken English the letter “r” in a word is not pronounced, since it’s only there to help 
make a vowel sound, for example in the words: “car”, “more”, and “your” (see also p.18.50). 
 
Here are some examples of true initial consonant clusters: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
bl  LÄäL= = blood, blend, black, blown ______________________=
br  LÄêL= = bright, bring, brush, brilliant ______________________=
cl  LâäL= = clear, close, clothes, clever ______________________=
cr  LâêL= = cry, crime, crow, crop, crumb ______________________=
dr  LÇêL= = drink, drop, drive, drip, dreary ______________________=
fl  LÑäL= = flannel, fly, fleece, flame, flow ______________________=
fr  LÑêL= = frighten, from, frame, France ______________________=
gr  LÖêL= = great, grape, grip, grime, grow ______________________=
pr  LéêL= = prove, provide, pray, princess ______________________=
qu  LâïL= = quite, queen, quick, quiet1 ______________________=
scr  LëâêL= = scream, script, scram, screw ______________________=
sm  LëãL= = small, smart, smelly, smooth ______________________=
st  LëíL= = stay, stop, stink, stolen, sty ______________________=
str  LëíêL= = strange, stroppy, street, strict ______________________=
tr  LíêL= = tropical, trench, train, triumph ______________________=
 
Here are some examples of true final consonant clusters: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ly  LäáL= = only, lonely, truly, rarely ______________________ 
mp  LãéL= = hump, bump, clamp, damp ______________________=
mpt  LãéíL= = exempt, contempt, dreampt ______________________=
nch  LåípL= = munch, lunch, bench, stench ______________________ 
nd  LåÇL= = end, stand, mend, ground ______________________ 
ndy  LåÇáL= = windy, candy, handy, sandy ______________________=
ny  LåáL= = tiny, meany   ______________________ 
 
…and here are a couple that are neither initial nor final consonant clusters: 

                                            
1 Although “qu” is technically a consonant and a vowel together, the sounds that it produces –  LâïL  – are both 
consonant sounds. 
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c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
lv  LäîL= = salvage, delve, shelves  ______________________=
ng  LåÇwL= = orange, arrange, impinge ______________________=
 
 
4. Consonant Clusters Ending with LëL or  LòL 
 
These are consonant clusters that end with an “s”, representing either the sound  LëL  or  LòL= at 
the end of a plural noun, for example: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
nts  LåíëL= = plants, accounts, rents  ______________________=
rds  LÇòL= = records, birds, cards, chords ______________________=
rs  LòL= = colours, rivers, sisters  ______________________=
ts  LíëL= = sweets, oats, boats  ______________________ 
 
We’ve already seen earlier on in this handbook how adding an “s” sound –  LëL  – or a “z” 
sound –  LòL  – at the end of a word makes it easier for us to say the next sound if it’s a 
consonant sound (see p.3.9). The importance of  LëL  and the very similar  LòL  as linking 
sounds in connected speech in English cannot be overstated. These linking sounds occur 
very frequently in English because of grammar rules to do with using “s”. If you think about it, 
we use “s” as a letter at the end of words far more frequently than we do other letters, simply 
because of the following grammar rules: 
 

1. “s” is added to the end of most nouns to make them plural, e.g. “one cat, two 
cats”, or “one knife, two knives” 

2. “s” is added to the end of nouns (after an apostrophe) to indicate possession, e.g. 
“John’s car”, or “the girl’s book” 

3. “s” is added to the end of verbs to make the third form, e.g. “I read, he reads”, or 
“you put”, “she puts”. It is also worth noting the “s” endings of the third form of the 
four most common verbs in English (the first three of which are also very common 
auxiliary verbs): 

 
Verb:  BE 
 
Third Form: he is, she is, it is  and the contractions  he’s, she’s, it’s 
 
Verb:  HAVE 
 
Third Form: he has, she has, it has  and the contractions  he’s, she’s, it’s 
 
Verb:  DO 
 
Third Form: he does, she does, it does 
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Verb:  GO 
 
Third Form: he goes, she goes, it goes 

 
Can you imagine what would happen if we used  LíL  instead of  LëL  or  LòL  as a linking sound 
in each of these situations? The consonant sound  LíL  is often dropped at the ends of words 
(see p.11.5), because it is difficult to pronounce together with another consonant sound. If we 
used it in the above rules instead of  LëL  or  LòL  (which connect well with all other consonant 
sounds) the phrases produced would be much harder to say, because they wouldn’t flow 
together well. For example, we would have to say: “John’t car”, instead of “John’s car”, which  
would make a problem because the  LíL  sound at the end of “John’t” wouldn’t flow well with 
the next consonant sound (the  LâL  sound at the beginning of “car”). Or what about “she’t 
going”, instead of “she’s going”? Again, it would be much harder to pronounce. In fact the 
result would be tongue-twisting on a massive scale!  In the same way, having to pronounce 
“he readt bookt”, instead of “he reads books” wouldn’t flow, because  LíL  – or indeed any 
other consonant sound – wouldn’t enable the same easy flow that we achieve by using  LëL  or  
LòL . 
 
 
5. Consonant Clusters in Compound Words 
 
In compound words, strange consonant clusters can occur, which are not “true” consonant 
clusters. This is because two separate words have been joined together to make a new word, 
meaning that the final consonant cluster from the first word has to sit side by side with the 
initial consonant cluster from the second word. Here are some examples: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   the two words are: 
 
tchb  LípÄL= = switchboard   switch + board 
ffh  LÑÜL= = cliffhanger   cliff + hanger 
ndf  LåÇÑL= = grandfather   grand + father 
ndbr  LåÇÄêL= = groundbreaking   ground + breaking 
 
As we have seen, it is common when consonant sounds meet for elision or assimilation to 
take place (see also Connected Speech, p.11.4). So, for example, we wouldn’t pronounce the 
whole mouthful of consonant sounds in the middle of “groundbreaking”: LDÖê^råÇKÄêÉfKâfÏL , 
because it would be too difficult in rapid speech to pronounce the final consonant cluster “-nd” 
next to the initial consonant cluster, “br”. On the contrary, we would automatically employ 
elision and lose the  LÇL  sound, changing the word into: “groun-breaking”  LDÖê^råKÄêÉfKâfÏL  – 
which is far easier to pronounce. 
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A consonant cluster is a group of two or more consonant letters together in a word. They can be initial (at the 
beginning of a word), medial (in the middle of a word), and final (at the end of a word). Focusing on consonant 
clusters and vowel clusters (see p.18.48) is useful if you want to look at some of the differences between spelling and 
sounds in English words. Consonant clusters can be divided into five categories: 

 
1. Consonant Digraphs (two consonant letters together make a single sound) – INITIAL: 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ch  LípL= = cheer, champion, change ______________________ 
gn  LåL= = gnat, gnaw, gnome  ______________________=
kn  LåL= = know, knife, knitting  ______________________=
ph  LÑL= = photo, pharmacy, pharaoh ______________________=
sc  LëL= = science, scissors, scimitar ______________________=
sh  LpL= = sheep, shine, shock, shed ______________________=
th  LqL= = thick, Thursday, thanks  ______________________=
th  LaL= = this, that, brother, there, the ______________________ 
wh  LïL= = what, why, where, wheel, whip ______________________=
wr  LêL= = writing, wrestler, wrong  ______________________=
 
FINAL: 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ch  LípL= = beach, coach, roach  ______________________ 
ck  LâL= = black, track, pick, flock, luck ______________________=
gh  LÑL= = cough, trough, rough, enough, tough  _________________=
mb  LãL= = comb, tomb, aplomb, plumb ______________________=
ng  LÏL= = along, going, eating, meeting ______________________=
sh  LpL= = finish, trash, Spanish, fish ______________________=
th  LqL= = tooth, youth, bath, path  ______________________ 
 
 
2. Consonant Digraphs with Double Letters – MEDIAL: 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
bb  LÄL= = robber, sobbing, hobble ______________________=
cc  LâL= = soccer, occur, stucco  ______________________ 
dd  LÇL= = pudding, wedding, sadder ______________________ 
ll  LäL= = alluring, allied, balloon  ______________________=
mm  LãL= = summer, humming, immature ______________________=
nn  LåL= = runner, annoy, announcement ______________________=
pp  LéL= = opportunity, shopping, kipper ______________________ 
rr  LêL= = hurry, worried, curry, sorry  ______________________=
ss  LëL= = assess, less, massive  ______________________=
tt  LíL= = shutters, cottage, plotted ______________________=
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3. True Consonant Clusters (that sound the same as they are spelled) – INITIAL: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
bl  LÄäL= = blood, blend, black, blown ______________________=
br  LÄêL= = bright, bring, brush, brilliant ______________________=
cr  LâêL= = cry, crime, crow, crop, crumb ______________________=
dr  LÇêL= = drink, drop, drive, drip, dreary ______________________=
fr  LÑêL= = frighten, from, frame, France ______________________=
gr  LÖêL= = great, grape, grip, grime, grow ______________________=
pr  LéêL= = prove, provide, pray, princess ______________________=
qu  LâïL= = quite, queen, quick, quiet ______________________=
ry  LêáL= = dairy, eery, diary, hairy, bury ______________________=
scr  LëâêL= = scream, script, scram, screw ______________________=
sm  LëãL= = small, smart, smelly, smooth ______________________=
st  LëíL= = stay, stop, stink, stolen, sty ______________________=
tr  LíêL= = tropical, trench, train, triumph ______________________=
 
FINAL: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ly  LäáL= = only, lonely, truly, rarely ______________________ 
mp  LãéL= = hump, bump, clamp, damp ______________________=
nch  LåípL= = munch, lunch, bench, stench ______________________ 
nd  LåÇL= = end, stand, mend, ground ______________________ 
ndy  LåÇáL= = windy, candy, handy, sandy ______________________=
 
 
4. Consonant Clusters Ending with  LëL  or  LòL==(at the end of a plural noun) – FINAL: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
nts  LåíëL= = plants, accounts, rents  ______________________=
rds  LÇòL= = records, birds, cards, chords ______________________=
ts  LíëL= = sweets, oats, boats  ______________________ 
 
 
5. Consonant Clusters in Compound Words – (consonant clusters meet) – MEDIAL: 
 
c/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   the two words are: 
 
tchb  LípÄL= = switchboard   switch + board 
ffh  LÑÜL= = cliffhanger   cliff + hanger 
ndf  LåÇÑL= = grandfather   grand + father 
ndbr  LåÇÄêL= = groundbreaking   ground + breaking 
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A vowel cluster is a group of two or more vowel letters together in a word that represent a 
single vowel sound. For example, in the word “road”, “oa” is a vowel cluster that represents 
the sound  L]rL , whilst in the word “shoe”, “oe” is a vowel cluster that represents the sound   
LìWL. In the same way, “ar” in the word “car”, is a vowel cluster that uses a silent “r” to help 
make the vowel sound  L^WL. The reason we have vowel clusters is simple: there are 23 
different single vowel sounds (vowel phonemes) in spoken English, but only 5 single vowel 
letters in written English. We need vowel clusters to represent in spelling all of the different 
vowel sounds. For example, the letter “a” on its own can make the sound  LôL  when 
sandwiched between two consonant sounds, for example in the word “cat” – LâôíL – but there 
is no single letter which can make the very common vowel sound =LìWL, as in “true”  LíêìWL. We 
have to use a vowel cluster – in this case “ue” – to represent this sound on paper. 
 
Vowel clusters can occur anywhere in a word – at the beginning (initial), as in “out”; in the 
middle (medial), as in “please”; and at the end (final), as in “true”. Focusing on vowel clusters 
and consonant clusters (see p.18.39) is useful if you want to look at some of the differences 
between spelling and sounds in English words. (See also Rhyming Words, pp.18.19-18.28.) 
 
Vowel clusters can be divided into eight categories: 

 
1. Vowel Digraphs 
2. Vowel Trigraphs and Quadgraphs 
3. Vowel Clusters that end with “-r” 
4. Other Vowel Clusters with “r” 
5. Vowel Clusters with “w” 
6. Vowel Clusters with “y” 
7. Vowel Clusters with “gh” 
8. Vowel Clusters with Other Consonant Letters 

 
What follows is a comprehensive list of vowel clusters, with the sounds that they represent, 
grouped by letter in alphabetical order. (Note: you may wish to add your own examples in the 
space provided.) 
 
 
1. Vowel Digraphs 
 
Vowel digraphs are two vowel letters together in the spelling of a word that represent a single 
sound (one vowel phoneme). For example, in the word “meat”, “ea” is a vowel digraph that 
represents the sound  LáWL , whilst in the word “meet”, “ee” is a vowel digraph that also stands 
for the same vowel sound:  LáWL . This kind of thing can lead to a lot of confusion between 
spelling and sounds in English! 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ai  LÉfL= = paid, wait, fail, paint, gain ______________________ 
ai  LÉL= = said, again   ______________________ 
 
au  LlWL= = fraud, pause, autumn, August ______________________ 
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au  L^WL= = laugh, laughter   ______________________ 
 
ea  LÉfL= = break, steak, great  ______________________ 
ea  LáWL= = read, appeal, lead, clean, leaf, steal  __________________ 
ea  LÉL= = read, bread, dreampt, dead, dread  ___________________ 
 
ee  LáWL= = wheel, peel, kneel, heel  ______________________ 
 
ei  LáWL= = receive, deceive, receipt ______________________ 
ei  LÉfL= = rein, vein   ______________________ 
 
eo  LÉL= = leopard, Leonard  ______________________ 
 
eu  LlfL= = Freud    ______________________ 
 
ia  L~f]L= = vial    ______________________ 
 
ie  L~fL= = tie, die, lie, pie   ______________________ 
ie  Lf]L= = field, yield, wield  ______________________ 
ie  LáWL= = activities, believe, achieve ______________________ 
ie  L~f]L= = variety    ______________________ 
 
io  L]L= = station, completion, ration ______________________ 
 
iu  /f]L= = valium, tedium, radium  ______________________ 
 
oa  L]rL= = oak, foam, loaf, encroach, road ______________________ 
oa  LlWL= = broad, abroad   ______________________ 
 
oe  LìWL= = shoe    ______________________ 
oe  L]rL= = toe,=hoe, woe, foe, goes ______________________ 
oe  L¾L= = does, doesn’t   ______________________ 
 
oi  LlfL= = avoid, void, coin, toilet  ______________________ 
 
oo  LìWL= = school, tool, fool, choose ______________________ 
oo  LrL= = good, book, took, rook, hood ______________________ 
oo  L¾L= = blood, flood   ______________________ 
oo  L]rL= = brooch    ______________________ 
 
ou  L~rL= = sound, loud, proud, round, house  ____________________ 
ou  LìWL= = route, you, soup, group  ______________________ 
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ou  L]L= = famous, jealous, onerous ______________________ 
ou  LflL= = cough, trough   ______________________ 
ou  L¾L= = rough, enough, tough  ______________________ 
 
ue  LìWL= = blue, true, sue   ______________________ 
ue  LÉL= = guess, guest   ______________________ 
ue  Lr]L= = fuel, puerile, duel  ______________________ 
 
ui  L~fL= = guide, guidance  ______________________ 
ui  LìWL= = juice, bruise   ______________________ 
ui  LfL= = build, building, guilt  ______________________ 
 
Most of the vowel sounds of English (18 out of 23) are represented by these 18 different 
vowel digraphs. The sounds not represented are:  LôL,  LáL,  L‰WL,  LÉ]L,  L~r]L . The last three 
sounds are represented by vowel clusters that use “r” (see below). 
 
 
2. Vowel Trigraphs and Quadgraphs 
 
It is possible, though fairly uncommon, to find more than two vowel letters together in an 
English word. A group of three letters that make a single sound is called a trigraph. For 
example:  
 
trigraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
eau  L]rL= = beau, eau de toilette1  ______________________ 
 
eou  L]L= = outrageous, contageous ______________________ 
 
iou  Lf]L= = industrious, harmonious, tedious  ____________________ 
 
A group of four letters that makes a single sound is called a quadgraph. For example:  
 
quadgraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ueue  LìWL= = queue    ______________________ 
 
 
3. Vowel Clusters that End with “-r” 
 
The “r” in the spelling helps to make the single vowel sound. Note: the consonant sound  LêL  
is not pronounced. 

                                            
1 in loan words from French 
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v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
air  LÉ]L= = air,=fair, hair, chair, stair, pair ______________________ 
 
ar  L^WL= = car, guitar, star, bar, shark ______________________ 
ar  LlWL= = war, wart, warm  ______________________ 
ar  L]L= = popular, singular, regular ______________________ 
 
ear  L^WL= = heart    ______________________ 
ear  Lf]L= = ear, beard, dear, appear, fear ______________________ 
ear  L‰WL= = learn, earn, search, pearl, heard  _____________________ 
ear  LÉ]L= = bear, tear, wear, pear  ______________________ 
 
eer  Lf]L= = leer, peer, beer, engineer, steer  _____________________ 
 
er  L‰WL= = verb, herd, herb, her  ______________________ 
er  L]L= = teacher, cleaner, hotter, mother ______________________ 
 
iar  L~f]L= = liar    ______________________ 
 
ier  Lf]L= = tier, pier   ______________________ 
ier  L~f]L= = pliers    ______________________ 
 
ir  L‰WL= = fir, bird, girl, whirl, twirl  ______________________ 
 
irr  L‰WL= = whirr    ______________________ 
 
oar  LlWL= = oar, boar, hoar, hoard, board ______________________ 
 
oor  LlWL= = door, floor, poor, moor  ______________________ 
 
or  LlWL= = form, nor, for, conform, port, sword  __________________ 
or  L‰WL= = word, worm   ______________________ 
or  L]L= = doctor, tractor, administrator ______________________ 
 
our  LlWL= = pour    ______________________ 
our  L~r]L= = our, flour, hour, dour, sour ______________________ 
our  L]L= = harbour, colour , splendour ______________________ 
 
ur  L‰WL= = hurl, churl, unfurl, curl  ______________________ 
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4. Other Vowel Clusters with “r” 
 
The “r” in the spelling helps to make the single vowel sound. Note: the consonant sound  LêL  
is not pronounced. 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
aire  LÉ]L= = millionaire, Claire  ______________________ 
 
are  L^WL= = are    ______________________ 
are  LÉ]L= = hare, rare, ware, care  ______________________ 
 
ere  Lf]L= = here, mere   ______________________ 
ere  L‰WL= = were    ______________________ 
ere  LÉ]L= = there, where   ______________________ 
 
ire  L~f]L= = wire, fire, mire, tire  ______________________ 
 
oare  LlWL= = hoare    ______________________ 
 
ore  LlWL= = more, before, core, store, lore ______________________ 
 
re  L]L= = centre, metre, litre, acre  ______________________ 
 
ure  LlWL= = sure    ______________________ 
ure  L]L= = brochure   ______________________ 
 
yre  L~f]L= = tyre, lyre, pyre   ______________________ 
 
 
5. Vowel Clusters with “w” 
 
The “w” in the spelling helps to make the single vowel sound. Note: the consonant sounds  
LïL  and  LêL  are not pronounced. 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
aw  LlWL= = paw, flaw, lawn, prawn, sawn ______________________ 
 
ew  LìWL= = grew, brew   ______________________ 
 
ow  L]rL= = know, grow, snow, show, tow, bow, own  ______________ 
ow  L~rL= = bow, cow, now, how, brown ______________________ 
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owe  L]rL= = owe    ______________________ 
 
ower  L~r]L= = flower, power, shower, tower ______________________ 
 
 
6. Vowel Clusters with “y” 
 
The “y” in the spelling helps to make the single vowel sound. Note: the consonant sounds  LàL  
and  LêL  are not pronounced. 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ay  LÉfL= = pay, say, day, lay, May, play ______________________ 
 
ayer  LÉ]L= = prayer    ______________________ 
ayer  LÉf]L= = player    ______________________ 
 
ey  LÉfL= = they, hey, prey   ______________________ 
ey  LáWL= = key, monkey, alley  ______________________ 
 
eye  L~fL= = eye    ______________________ 
 
eyer  LÉf]L= = greyer    ______________________ 
 
oy  LlfL= = toy, joy, annoy, employ, boy ______________________ 
 
uay  LáWL= = quay    ______________________ 
 
ye  L~fL= = bye, rye, dye, tye  ______________________ 
 
 
7. Vowel clusters with “gh” 
 
The “gh” in the spelling helps to make the single vowel sound. Note: the consonant sounds  
LÖL  and  LÜL  are not pronounced. 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
augh  LlWL= = caught, taught   ______________________ 
 
eigh  LÉfL= = weight, eight, weigh, neigh ______________________ 
eigh  L~fL= = height    ______________________ 
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igh  L~fL= = high, sigh, night, right, flight, might, bright  ____________ 
 
ough  L~rL= = bough, plough, Slough  ______________________ 
ough  LìWL= = through, throughout  ______________________ 
ough  LlWL= = bought, thought, ought, sought, nought  ______________ 
ough  L]rL= = though, although  ______________________ 
 
 
8. Vowel Clusters with Other Consonant Letters 
 
Sometimes you may find a vowel cluster representing a vowel sound that employs a 
consonant letter other than “r”, “w”, “y”, or “gh”. Below are a few examples. In each case the 
consonant in the spelling is not pronounced (it is a silent letter). 
 
a) Vowel clusters with “b”: 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
oub  L~rL= = doubt    ______________________ 
 
 
b) Vowel clusters with “g”: 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
eig  LÉfL= = reign    ______________________ 
 
 
c) Vowel clusters with “l”: 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
al  LlWL= = talk, walk, chalk, stalk  ______________________ 
al  L^WL= = half, calf, palm, calm, balm ______________________ 
 
ol  L]rL= = yolk    ______________________ 
 
oul  LrL= = could, would, should  ______________________ 
 
 
d) Vowel clusters with “t”: 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
out  LìWL= = ragout    ______________________ 
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v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ai  LÉfL= = paid, wait, fail, paint, gain ______________________ 
ai  LÉL= = said, again   ______________________ 
air  LÉ]L= = air,=fair, hair, chair, stair, pair ______________________ 
aire  LÉ]L= = millionaire,=Claire  ______________________ 
al  LlWL= = talk, walk, chalk, stalk  ______________________ 
al  L^WL= = half, calf, palm, calm, balm ______________________ 
ar  L^WL= = car, guitar, star, bar, shark ______________________ 
ar  LlWL= = war, wart, warm  ______________________ 
ar  L]L= = popular, singular, regular ______________________ 
are  L^WL= = are    ______________________ 
are  LÉ]L= = hare, rare, ware, care  ______________________ 
au  LlWL= = fraud, pause, autumn, August ______________________ 
au  L^WL= = laugh, laughter   ______________________ 
augh  LlWL= = caught, taught   ______________________ 
aw  LlWL= = paw, flaw, lawn, prawn, sawn ______________________ 
ay  LÉfL= = pay, say, day, lay, May, play ______________________ 
ayer  LÉ]L= = prayer    ______________________ 
ayer  LÉf]L= = player    ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “a”: 
=
LÉfL= LÉL= LÉ]L= L^WL= LlWL= L]L= LÉf]L=  
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ea  LÉfL= = break, steak, great  ______________________ 
ea  LáWL= = read, appeal, lead, clean, leaf, steal  __________________ 
ea  LÉL= = read, bread, dreampt, dead, dread  ___________________ 
ear  L^WL= = heart    ______________________ 
ear  Lf]L= = ear, beard, dear, appear, fear ______________________ 
ear  L‰WL= = learn, earn, search, pearl, heard  _____________________ 
ear  LÉ]L= = bear, tear, wear, pear  ______________________ 
eau  L]rL= = beau, eau de toilette1  ______________________ 
ee  LáWL= = wheel, peel, kneel, heel  ______________________ 
eer  Lf]L= = leer, peer, beer, engineer, steer  _____________________ 
ei  LáWL= = receive, deceive, receipt ______________________ 
ei  LÉfL= = rein, vein   ______________________ 
eig  LÉfL= = reign    ______________________ 
eigh  LÉfL= = weight, eight, weigh, neigh ______________________ 
eigh  L~fL= = height    ______________________ 

                                            
1 in loan words from French 

a 

e 
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eo  LÉL= = leopard, Leonard  ______________________ 
eou  L]L= = outrageous, contageous ______________________ 
er  L‰WL= = verb, herd, herb, her  ______________________ 
er  L]L= = teacher, cleaner, hotter, mother  _____________________ 
ere  Lf]L= = here, mere   ______________________ 
ere  L‰WL= = were    ______________________ 
ere  LÉ]L= = there, where   ______________________ 
eu  LlfL= = Freud    ______________________ 
ew  LìWL= = grew, brew   ______________________ 
ey  LÉfL= = they, hey, prey   ______________________ 
ey  LáWL= = key, monkey, alley  ______________________ 
eye  L~fL= = eye    ______________________ 
eyer  LÉf]L= = greyer    ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “e”: 
=
LÉfL= LáWL= LÉL= Lf]L= L^WL= L‰WL= LÉ]L= L~fL= L]L= LìWL= LÉf]L= L]rL 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ia  L~f]L= = vial    ______________________ 
iar  L~f]L= = liar    ______________________ 
ie  L~fL= = tie, die, lie, pie   ______________________ 
ie  Lf]L= = field, yield, wield  ______________________ 
ie  LáWL= = activities, believe, achieve ______________________ 
ie  L~f]L= = variety    ______________________ 
ier  Lf]L= = tier, pier   ______________________ 
ier  L~f]L= = pliers    ______________________ 
igh  L~fL= = high, sigh, night, right, flight, might, bright  ____________ 
io  L]L= = station, completion, ration ______________________ 
iou  Lf]L= = industrious, harmonious, tedious  ____________________ 
ir  L‰WL= = fir, bird, girl, whirl, twirl  ______________________ 
ire  L~f]L= = wire, fire, mire, tire  ______________________ 
irr  L‰WL= = whirr    ______________________ 
iu  /f]L= = valium, tedium, radium  ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “i”: 
=
Lf]L= L~fL= LáWL= L~f]L= L]L= L‰WL 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
oa  L]rL= = oak, foam, loaf, encroach, road ______________________ 
oa  LlWL= = broad, abroad   ______________________ 

i 

o 
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oar  LlWL= = oar, boar, hoar, hoard, board ______________________ 
oare  LlWL= = hoare    ______________________ 
oe  LìWL= = shoe    ______________________ 
oe  L]rL= = toe,=hoe, woe, foe, goes ______________________ 
oe  L¾L= = does, doesn’t   ______________________ 
oi  LlfL= = avoid, void, coin, toilet  ______________________ 
ol  L]rL= = yolk    ______________________ 
oo  LìWL= = school, tool, fool, choose ______________________ 
oo  LrL= = good, book, took, rook, hood ______________________ 
oo  L¾L= = blood, flood   ______________________ 
oo  L]rL= = brooch    ______________________ 
oor  LlWL= = door, floor, poor, moor  ______________________ 
or  LlWL= = form, nor, for, conform, port, sword  __________________ 
or  L‰WL= = word, worm   ______________________ 
or  L]L= = doctor, tractor, administrator ______________________ 
ore  LlWL= = more, before, core, store, lore ______________________ 
ou  L~rL= = sound, loud, proud, round, house  ___________________ 
ou  LìWL= = route, you, soup, group  ______________________ 
ou  LflL= = cough, trough   ______________________ 
ou  L¾L= = rough, enough, tough  ______________________ 
ou  L]L= = famous, jealous, onerous ______________________ 
oub  L~rL= = doubt    ______________________ 
ough  L~rL= = bough, plough, Slough  ______________________ 
ough  LìWL= = through, throughout  ______________________ 
ough  LlWL= = bought, thought, ought, sought, nought  ______________ 
ough  L]rL= = though, although  ______________________ 
oul  LrL= = could, would, should  ______________________ 
our  LlWL= = pour    ______________________ 
our  L~r]L= = our, flour, hour, dour, sour ______________________ 
our  L]L= = harbour, colour , splendour ______________________ 
out  LìWL= = ragout    ______________________ 
ow  L]rL= = know, grow, snow, show, tow, bow, own  _____________ 
ow  L~rL= = bow, cow, now how, brown ______________________ 
owe  L]rL= = owe    ______________________ 
ower  L~r]L= = flower, power, shower, tower ______________________ 
oy  LlfL= = toy, joy, annoy, employ, boy ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “o”: 
=
L]rL= LlWL= LìWL= L¾L= LlfL= LrL= L]L= L~rL= LflL= L~r]L= L‰WL 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
re  L]L= = centre, metre, litre, acre  ______________________ 

r 
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v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
uay  LáWL= = quay    ______________________ 
ue  LìWL= = blue, true, sue   ______________________ 
ue  LÉL= = guess, guest   ______________________ 
ue  Lr]L= = fuel, puerile, duel  ______________________ 
ueue  LìWL= = queue    ______________________ 
ui  L~fL= = guide, guidance  ______________________ 
ui  LìWL= = juice, bruise   ______________________ 
ui  LfL= = build, building, guilt  ______________________ 
ur  L‰WL= = hurl, churl, unfurl, curl  ______________________ 
ure  LlWL= = sure    ______________________ 
ure  L]L= = brochure   ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “u”: 
=
LôL= L~fL= LìWL= LfL= LÉL= Lr]L= L]L= L‰WL= LáWL= LlWL 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ye  L~fL= = bye, rye, dye, tye  ______________________ 
yre  L~f]L= = tyre, lyre, pyre   ______________________ 
 
Phonemes represented by vowel clusters beginning with the letter “y”: 
=
L~f]L= L~fL=  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

y 

u 
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A vowel cluster is a group of two or more vowel letters together in a word that represent a single vowel sound. They 
can be initial (at the beginning of a word), medial (in the middle of a word), and final (at the end of a word). 
Focusing on vowel clusters and consonant clusters (see p.18.39) is useful if you want to look at some of the 
differences between spelling and sounds in English words. Vowel clusters can be divided into eight categories: 
 
 
1. Vowel Digraphs (two vowel letters together make a single sound) 
 
digraph:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ai  LÉfL= = paid, wait, fail, paint, gain ______________________ 
ea  LáWL= = read, appeal, lead, clean, leaf, steal  __________________ 
ea  LÉL= = read, bread, dreampt, dead, dread  ___________________ 
ee  LáWL= = wheel, peel, kneel, heel  ______________________ 
ei  LáWL= = receive, deceive, receipt ______________________ 
ie  L~fL= = tie, die, lie, pie   ______________________ 
oa  L]rL= = oak, foam, loaf, encroach, road ______________________ 
oa  LlWL= = broad, abroad   ______________________ 
oe  L]rL= = toe,=hoe, woe, foe, goes ______________________ 
oe  LìWL= = shoe    ______________________ 
oo  LìWL= = school, tool, fool, choose ______________________ 
oo  LrL= = good, book, took, rook, hood ______________________ 
ou  L~rL= = sound, loud, proud, round, house  ___________________ 
ui  L~fL= = guide, guidance  ______________________ 
ue  LìWL= = blue, true, sue   ______________________ 
 
2. Vowel Trigraphs and Quadgraphs 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
eau  L]rL= = beau, eau de toilette1  ______________________ 
iou  Lf]L= = industrious, harmonious, tedious  ____________________ 
ueue  LìWL= = queue    ______________________ 
 
3. Vowel Clusters that End with “-r” (the consonant sound  LêL  is not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
air  LÉ]L= = air,=fair, hair, chair, stair, pair ______________________ 
ar  L^WL= = car, guitar, star, bar, shark ______________________ 
ear  Lf]L= = ear, beard, dear, appear, fear ______________________ 
ear  L‰WL= = learn, earn, search, pearl, heard  ____________________ 
ear  LÉ]L= = bear, tear, wear, pear  ______________________ 
eer  Lf]L= = leer, peer, beer, engineer, steer ______________________ 
er  L‰WL= = verb, herd, herb, her  ______________________ 

                                            
1 in loan words from French 



Talk a Lot 
 

Learn the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 
 

Spelling and Sounds – Common Vowel Clusters 
 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary  ©  English Banana.com                           18.60 
 

er  L]L= = teacher, cleaner, hotter, mother ______________________ 
ier  Lf]L= = tier, pier   ______________________ 
ir  L‰WL= = fir, bird, girl, whirl, twirl  ______________________ 
oar  LlWL= = oar, boar, hoar, hoard, board ______________________ 
oor  LlWL= = door, floor, poor, moor  ______________________ 
or  LlWL= = form, nor, for, conform, port, sword  __________________ 
our  L~r]L= = our, flour, hour, dour, sour ______________________ 
ur  L‰WL= = hurl, churl, unfurl, curl  ______________________ 
 
4. Other Vowel Clusters with “r” (the consonant sound  LêL  is not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
are  L^WL= = are    ______________________ 
ere  Lf]L= = here, mere   ______________________ 
ere  LÉ]L= = there, where   ______________________ 
ere  L‰WL= = were    ______________________ 
ore  LlWL= = more, before, core, store, lore ______________________ 
re  L]L= = centre, metre, litre, acre  ______________________ 
ure  L]L= = brochure   ______________________ 
 
5. Vowel Clusters with “w” (the consonant sound  LïL  is not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
aw  LlWL= = paw, flaw, lawn, prawn, sawn ______________________ 
ew  LìWL= = grew, brew   ______________________ 
ow  L]rL= = know, grow, snow, show, tow, bow, own  ______________ 
ow  L~rL= = bow, cow, now, how, brown ______________________ 
 
6. Vowel Clusters with “y” (the consonant sound  LàL  is not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
ay  LÉfL= = pay, say, day, lay, May, play ______________________ 
ey  LÉfL= = they, hey, prey   ______________________ 
ey  LáWL= = key, monkey, alley  ______________________ 
oy  LlfL= = toy, joy, annoy, employ, boy ______________________ 
 
7. Vowel Clusters with “gh” (the consonant sounds  LÖL  and  LÜL  are not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
augh  LlWL= = caught, taught   ______________________ 
eigh  LÉfL= = weight, eight, weigh, neigh ______________________ 
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igh  L~fL= = high, sigh, night, right, flight, might, bright  ____________ 
ough  LlWL= = bought, thought, ought, sought, nought  ______________ 
ough  LìWL= = through, throughout  ______________________ 
 
8. Vowel Clusters with Other Consonant Letters (the consonant sounds are not pronounced) 
 
v/cluster:  sounds like: for example:   my example(s): 
 
oub  L~rL= = doubt    ______________________ 
eig  LÉfL= = reign    ______________________ 
al  LlWL= = talk, walk, chalk, stalk  ______________________ 
al  L^WL= = half, calf, palm, calm, balm ______________________ 
ol  L]rL= = yolk    ______________________ 
oul  LrL= = could, would, should  ______________________ 
out  LìWL= = ragout    ______________________ 
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In one-syllable words that end with an “e”, the other vowel is almost always long and sounds 
the same as it does in the alphabet. For example: 
 
“a” in “made” sounds like:   A LÉfL  
“e” in “these” sounds like:  E LáWL  
“i” in “smile” sounds like:   I L~fL  
“o” in “phone” sounds like   O L]rL  
“u” in “huge” sounds like  U LàìWL  
 
This is known as the magic “e” rule. Note: the “e” is not pronounced – it is a silent letter. It 
applies to each of the five vowel letters in written English, although there are more words for 
“a”, “i”, and “o” than for “e” or “u”. With “u”, some of the words include the  LàL  consonant 
sound, for example, “cute”  LâàìWíL  and “tube”  LíàìWÄL , but some don’t, for example, “flume”  
LÑäìWãL==and “rule”  LêìWäL=. 
 
Magic “e” words can be found in lots of different word groups, for example, there are nouns 
(e.g. “face” and “bike”), verbs (e.g. “close” and “came”), adjectives (e.g. “cute” or “wide”), and 
adverbs (e.g. “late”) in our list (see p.18.64). It is useful to know about the magic “e” rule when 
studying pronunciation, because many common words follow these spelling/pronunciation 
patterns. 
 
There are some words that are exceptions to the rule (as we must expect in English), which 
are important to remember, because some of them are very common words, for example: 
 
 
are 
awe 
blue 
bore 
cheese 
come 
core 
done 

fore 
give 
gone 
have  
here 
live (verb) 
lose 
love 

move 
none 
one 
please 
pore 
shone 
some 
sore 

sure 
there 
vogue 
were 
wore 

 
 
The magic “e” rule also applies in longer words that end with an “e”, for example “complete” 
and “suppose”, but not in all longer words that end with an “e”, for example, in two-syllable 
words that end with “-le”, like “little”, or that end with “-ce”, like “justice”. 
 
Words with magic “e” are common in everyday English. If you read any short English text, 
such as a newspaper article, an email, or a reading text in an English coursebook, you will be 
sure to find some of them. Why not try it as an exercise and underline the ones that you find. 
See p.18.64 for a list of 250 common English words that obey the magic “e” rule (in 
alphabetical order), and the same list ordered by final consonant on p.18.65. 
 
There are many word pairs which are fun to focus on, where the silent “e” changes a short 
vowel sound to a long vowel sound, and a new word is created, for example: 
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When the other vowel is “a”, the magic “e” changes the short sound  LôL  to the long sound  LÉfL 
 
bad bade 
can cane 
Dan Dane 
fad fade 
gal gale 

hat hate 
Jan Jane 
mad made 
man mane 
mat mate 

nap nape 
pan pane 
plan plane 
sag sage 
sham shame 

stag stage 
stat state 
tat Tate 
van vane

 
When the other vowel is “e”, the magic “e” changes the short sound  LÉL  to the long sound  LáWL 
 
met mete pet Pete 
 
When the other vowel is “i”, the magic “e” changes the short sound  LfL  to the long sound  L~fL 
 
bid bide 
bit bite 
dim dime 
din dine 

fin fine 
hid hide 
kit kite 
mit mite 

pin pine 
pip pipe 
rid ride 
shin shine 

sit site 
Tim time 
win wine 
writ write 

 
When the other vowel is “o”, the magic “e” changes the short sound  LflL  to the long sound  L]rL 
 
cod code 
con cone 
cop cope 

dot dote 
hop hope 
lob lobe 

mod mode 
mop mope 
not note 

rob robe 
rod rode 
wok woke 

 
When the other vowel is “u”, the magic “e” changes the short sound  L¾L  to the long sound  LàìWL=
 
cub cube hug huge tub tube 
 
 
The rule for magic “e” words and suffixes is that if the suffix starts with a vowel letter, we lose 
the magic “e” from the spelling. For example: 
 
 Suffix:    Examples: 
 

• -ing (-ing forms)   hope   >  hope -ing  > hoping 
• -ed (regular past forms)  race   >  race -ed  > raced 
• -er (comparative forms)  close   >  close -er  > closer 
• -est (superlative forms)  tame   >  tame -est  > tamest 
• -en (verbs)   wide   >  wide -en  > widen 

 
but, with suffixes that start with a consonant letter we keep the magic “e”, for example: 
 

• -ly (adverbs)   live   >  live -ly  > lively 
• -ful (adjectives)   grate   >  grate -ful  > grateful 
• -ment (abstract nouns)  amaze >  amaze -ment  > amazement  
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a    LÉfL 
age 
ape 
bade 
bale 
behave 
brace 
brake 
cage 
cake 
came 
cane 
cave 
chase 
contemplate 
crate 
craze 
crusade 
Dane 
Dave 
engage 
escape 
exhale 
face 
fade 
fake 
fame 
fate 
faze 
forsake 
frame 
gale 
game 
gate 
gave 
gaze 
grace 
grate 
grave 
hale 
hate 
haze 
inhale 
Jane 
Kate 
knave 
lace 
lake 
lame 
lane 
late 
laze 
lemonade 
made 

make 
male 
mane 
mate 
maze 
nape 
nave 
pace 
page 
pale 
pane 
pave 
plane 
plate 
race 
rake 
rave 
sage 
sale 
same 
sane 
shade 
shake 
shame 
Shane 
shave 
snake 
space 
stage 
stake 
stale 
state 
take 
tale 
tame 
tape 
Tate 
template 
trace 
trade 
vane 
wake 
whale 
 
 
e    LáWL 
compete 
complete 
gene 
mete 
Pete 
these 
 
 

i    L~fL 
abide 
arrive 
beside 
bide 
bike 
bite 
brine 
chide 
chime 
clime 
Clive 
compile 
dime 
dine 
file 
fine 
five 
hide 
hike 
hive 
ice 
ignite 
Ike 
jive 
kite 
knife 
lice 
life 
like 
lime 
line 
live 
mice 
Mike  
mile 
mine 
mite 
nice 
nine 
nite 
pike 
pile 
pine 
pipe 
polite 
pride 
prime 
prise 
prize 
provide 
quite 
ride 
rile 

rise 
shine 
side 
site 
size 
smile 
strife 
sublime 
tide 
tile 
time 
trike 
trite 
twice 
vice 
while 
white 
wide 
wife 
wine 
wise 
write 
 
 
o    L]rL 
atone 
bloke 
bone 
broke 
choke 
chose 
close 
code 
Coke 
coke 
cone 
cope 
dome 
dote 
drone 
elope 
explode 
globe 
hole 
home 
hone 
hope 
implode 
joke 
lobe 
lode 
mode 
mole 
mope 

mote 
node 
nose 
note 
phone 
poke 
pole 
probe 
promote 
robe 
rode 
rope 
rose 
smoke 
sole 
stoke 
stole 
stone 
suppose 
those 
throne 
tone 
vote 
whole 
woke 
wrote 
 
 
u  LàìWL=or LìWL 
abuse 
brute 
chute 
cube 
cute 
Danube 
flume 
fume 
huge 
legume 
Luke 
mule 
puke 
refuge 
rule 
tube 
use 
Yule 
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a    LÉfL 
brace 
face 
grace 
lace 
pace 
race 
space 
trace 
 
bade 
crusade 
fade 
lemonade 
made 
shade 
trade 
 
age 
cage 
engage 
page 
sage 
stage 
 
brake 
cake 
fake 
forsake 
lake 
make 
rake 
shake 
snake 
stake 
take 
wake 
 
bale 
exhale 
gale 
hale 
inhale 
male 
pale 
sale 
stale 
tale 
whale 
 
came 
fame 
frame 
game 
lame 
same 
shame 
tame 
 
cane 
Dane 

Jane 
lane 
mane 
pane 
plane 
sane 
Shane 
vane 
 
ape 
escape 
nape 
tape 
 
chase 
 
contemplate 
crate 
fate 
gate 
grate 
hate 
Kate 
late 
mate 
plate 
state 
Tate 
template 
 
behave 
cave 
Dave 
gave 
grave 
knave 
nave 
pave 
rave 
shave 
 
craze 
faze 
gaze 
haze 
laze 
maze 
 
 
e    LáWL 
gene 
 
these 
 
compete 
complete 
mete 
Pete 
 
 
 

i    L~fL 
ice 
lice 
mice 
nice 
twice 
vice 
 
abide 
beside 
bide 
chide 
hide 
pride 
provide 
ride 
side 
tide 
wide 
 
knife 
life 
strife 
wife 
 
bike 
hike 
Ike 
like 
Mike  
pike 
trike 
 
compile 
file 
mile 
pile 
rile 
smile 
tile 
while 
 
chime 
clime 
dime 
lime 
prime 
sublime 
 
brine 
dine 
fine 
line 
mine 
nine 
pine 
shine 
time 
wine 
 
pipe 

prise 
rise 
wise 
 
bite 
ignite 
kite 
mite 
nite 
polite 
quite 
site 
trite 
white 
write 
 
arrive 
Clive 
five 
hive 
jive 
live 
 
prize 
size 
 
 
o    L]rL 
globe 
lobe 
probe 
robe 
 
code 
explode 
implode 
lode 
mode 
node 
rode 
 
bloke 
broke 
choke 
Coke 
coke 
joke 
poke 
smoke 
stoke 
woke 
 
hole 
mole 
pole 
sole 
stole 
whole 
 
dome 
home 

atone 
bone 
cone 
drone 
hone 
phone 
stone 
throne 
tone 
 
cope 
elope 
hope 
mope 
rope 
 
chose 
close 
nose 
rose 
suppose 
those 
 
dote 
mote 
note 
promote 
vote 
wrote 
 
 
u  LàìWL=or LìWL 
cube 
Danube 
tube 
 
huge 
refuge 
 
Luke 
puke 
 
mule 
rule 
Yule 
 
flume 
fume 
legume 
 
abuse 
use 
 
brute 
chute 
cute 
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1. What are the “th” sounds in English? 
 

2. Why are they so difficult to pronounce? 
 

3. So, how can I pronounce the “th” sounds in English? 
 
 
1. What are the “th” sounds in English? 
 
“th” is a digraph – two letters together that represent one sound. “th” can also be called a 
consonant cluster – two consonants together in the spelling of a word. A “th” digraph can 
come at the beginning of a word, e.g. “think” and “though”, in the middle of a word, e.g. 
“author” and “clothe”, or at the end of a word, e.g. “wealth” and “with”. Or in a combination of 
positions, e.g. “thousandth”. 
 
“th” represents either of two different phonemes (single sounds) in English. It can be either:  
LqL  in “thick” and “thin”, or  LaL  in “this” and “that”. 
 
The  LqL  sound is unvoiced. This means that when I make this sound, no sound is heard from 
my vocal cords. There is no vibration in my throat because my vocal cords do not vibrate. Try 
putting your fingers over your throat when you make this sound. You shouldn’t be able to feel 
your vocal cords vibrating. 
 
The  LaL  sound is voiced. This means that when I make this sound, a sound is heard from my 
vocal cords. There is vibration in my throat. Try putting your fingers over your throat when you 
make this sound. You should feel your vocal cords vibrating gently. 
 
“th” very occasionally represents a  LíL  sound, especially in proper nouns, e.g. Thames, 
Thailand, Esther, Thandie, Theresa, Thompson, thyme, apartheid. 
 
English words that have the  LqL  sound are generally content words. For example, nouns 
(like “thief”, “thumb”, “tooth”, and “wealth”), verbs (like “thank”, “think”, and “throw”), 
adjectives (like “thirsty”, “thermal”, and “thoughtful”), adverbs (like “thoroughly”, “thankfully”, 
and “threateningly”), and numbers (like “three”). Most ordinal numbers contain the  LqL  sound, 
for example, “fourth”, “fifth”, and “sixth”. 
 
English words that have the  LaL  sound are generally function words. For example, 
pronouns (like “their”, “theirs”, “them”, and “themselves”), determiners (like “this”, “that”, 
“these”, and “those”), conjunctions (like “whether” and “though”), prepositions (like “with” and 
“without”), and time words (like “then”, and “thereafter”). All comparative phrases contain the  
LaL  sound, thanks to the word “than” being included after the comparative adjective, e.g. 
“stronger than”. 
 
As you can see, many very common words in English contain one or other of these sounds. A 
good example is the definite article “the”, which is so ubiquitous (“Article before a noun!”) that 
it can be heard in almost every sentence in English. 
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If you don’t believe me about how common words with “th” sounds are, try the following 
exercise: take any page of a novel or text book, count the number of lines, then count how 
many lines don’t have a word with “th” in the spelling. When I tried it, with a few different 
pages from a biography that I was reading, I found, on average, that only eight out of thirty-
seven lines on a page would be without a “th” word. The most common “th” word was, of 
course, “the”. 
 
If we study word frequency lists we can see how common “th” words are in everyday spoken 
and written English. In an analysis of the Oxford English Corpus of over a billion words, 
carried out by Oxford Online1, we can find twelve “th” words in the top 100 most frequently 
used English words: 
 
1. the     39. their 
8. that     70. other 
15. with     71. than 
21. this     72. then 
26. they     79. think 
38. there    96. these 
 
Of these twelve words, eleven have the  LaL  sound, and only “think” (shown in bold) has the 
LqL  sound. We can safely say, then, that the voiced  LaL  sound is far more common than the 
unvoiced  LqL  sound. 
 
The Dolch Basic Sight Vocabulary is a list of 220 English words that appear frequently in 
written material. Out of the 220 Dolch words (plus ninety-five Dolch nouns), there are twenty-
one “th” words. Fifteen of them have the  LaL  sound, and only six have the  LqL  sound (shown 
in bold, below). This further underlines the importance of being able to pronounce the “th” 
sounds correctly, and  LaL  in particular. 
 
[In no particular order:] The, that, there, they, this, with, them, then, their, these, those, 
together, brother, father, mother, thank, thing, three, think, both, birthday. 
 
 
2. Why are they so difficult to pronounce? 
 
These phonemes (sounds) simply don’t exist in many languages, e.g. in Chinese, 
Vietnamese, and Polish. Whilst English native speakers learn them from their parents from 
before they are born, ESL students have to start from scratch, cold. Consider this example: I 
can’t roll my r’s, but a native speaker of Polish can do it effortlessly. They have learned to do 
it naturally, as a result of listening to and absorbing the sounds of the language that has 
surrounded them since before they were born. I have to learn to do it, or to “trick it”. 
 
In many accents in English, e.g. teenagers’ street language, English native speakers don’t 
bother pronouncing “th”. They use substitute sounds, e.g.  LÑL  instead of  LqL , and  LîL  instead 
of  LaL. For example: 

                                            
1 Source: http://www.askoxford.com/oec/mainpage/oec02/?view=uk (accessed 25.10.09) 
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fink = think   fanks  = thanks 
van  = than   vem  = them 
  
In other versions of English around the world, people also substitute different sounds for  LqL  
and  LaL, for example, some Irish speakers of English may use LíL  instead of  LqL , and  LÇL  
instead of  LaL, like this: 
 
tink  = think   tanks = thanks 
dan  = than   dem = them 
  
Learners of English as a second language may automatically use substitute sounds to make 
these very common phonemes if  LqL  and  LaL  are not native to their first language. They may 
use one of the sound combinations above, or another set of substitute sounds:  LëL  instead of  
LqL , and  LòL  instead of  LaL, like this: 
 
sink  = think   sanks = thanks 
zan  = than   zem = them 
 
We already know that  LëL  and  LòL  are among the easiest sounds to pronounce in English 
(see p.3.9). The other substitute sounds above –  LÑL  and  LîL, and  LíL  and  LÇL  – are also 
much easier to pronounce than  LqL  and LaL, which is why they are used. 
 
What do you do to solve the problem of “th”? 
 
Vowel sounds are made when air passes freely from your lungs through your mouth and out 
into the air. Consonant sounds are made when you restrict the flow of air through your 
mouth by using your tongue (often against your teeth), and altering the position of your mouth 
and lips. 
 
The different combinations of vowel and consonant sounds when put together produce words 
that have fixed meanings that are shared by a group of people, e.g. all the speakers of any 
particular language. Some consonant sounds are easier to make than others because the 
positions that our mouth and tongue have to form require less effort. 
 
In the same way, some consonant sounds are more difficult to make than others because our 
mouth and tongue have to move more: they have to work harder. The two “th” sounds fall 
into this category. We have to move our tongue very quickly and put it out between our teeth, 
then put it back, just as quickly. We have to work! But if we use  LÑL, for example, instead of  
LqL, e.g. “fanks” instead of “thanks”, our tongue can have a holiday, because our lips form the  
LÑL  sound, and our tongue doesn’t need to move. 
 
“th” can be even more difficult to pronounce as a final digraph in combination with other 
consonant sounds. Here elision often comes into play, as seen when using the Connected 
Speech Templates from Talk a Lot Book 3. Below are some examples of difficult words to 
pronounce (adjoining consonant sounds are boxed): 
 
fifth, sixth, thousandth, health, wealth, length, width, depth, etc. 
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Or we can just cheat and say “fith” (fifth), or “helf” (health), etc. 
 
 
3. So, how can I pronounce the “th” sounds in English? 
 
In one sentence: put your tongue out between your teeth. It can be learned. It is a physical 
action, like throwing a ball into a hoop (basketball), or mastering control of a bike, or learning 
to click your fingers… 
 
Don’t block the flow of air through your teeth with your tongue. Allow some air to pass 
through above and below your tongue. Your teeth should be touching your tongue, but only 
very gently. Each time your tongue should be there for about one second, then return to its 
home position. (See image below.) 
 
 

 
 

The author making a “th” sound. Note: his fingers are in his mouth only to show the position 
of his tongue. You don’t have to put your fingers in your mouth to make these sounds! 

 
To make the  LqL  sound, don’t let your vocal cords vibrate. To make the  LaL  sound, do the 
same as for the  LqL  sound, but allow your vocal cords to vibrate. 
 
Practise in front of a mirror. Open up your mouth, as I have done in the picture above, to see 
what’s going on. Or video yourself with a camera or phone. Practise with a friend. Help each 
other. Check what position the other person’s tongue, mouth, and lips are in when they are: 
 

a) making a “th” sound correctly 
b) not making a “th” sound correctly 

 
Practise with some of these exercises: 
 
a) Take a deep breath in, then a long slow breath out, making a “th” sound, either LqL  or  LaL  
Repeat several time, then start to shorten the length of each breath out. As you do this you 
will be able to practise positioning your tongue correctly in order to make the “th” sounds. 
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b) Try saying  LqL  then  LíL  then  LaL  then  LqL again, and then repeat it, for example: 
 
 
LqL= LíL= LaL= LíL= LqL= LíL= LaL= LíL= LqL 
th t th t th t th t th…  etc. 
 
c) Read lists of “th” words out loud one after another (see the word lists on pp.18.72-18.74),  
for example:  
 
LqL  faith, thanks, wealth, three, both, thought, teeth, throughout 
LaL  this, that, then, there, though, this, those, these 
 
Say each word quickly, then slowly. Try varying the speed. 
 
d) …or you could read groups of ordinal numbers out loud, for example: 
 
fourth, fifth, sixth, thirty third, thirty seventh, thirty eighth… etc. 
 
Again, vary the speed at which you read them. 
 
e) Choose a word and read it out loud very slowly, sounding out each phoneme – each 
individual sound. Use the phonetic spelling of the word to help you, e.g. “think” =  Lq=f=Ï=âL,  
and “that” =  La=ô=íL … and so on. 
 
f) Practise reading out loud tongue twisters – either to practise a particular phoneme, e.g. LqL 
 

• Thrifty thirty-three year-old thrill seekers threatened pathetic lethargic therapists. 
 

• Three thick thieves from Thetford threw a party on Thursday. 
 

• Theo thanked Thora for enthusiastically thinking up a frothy mathematical method. 
 
Or LaL=… 
 

• Heather and Rutherford breathed blithely and clothed themselves with feather  
bathing suits. 

 
• The rhythm within withered further, though Smithers’s other swarthy northern brother 

writhed without. 
 

• The Carruthers brothers tithed either their farthings or their father’s clothes. 
 

• Arthur Worthington’s mother and father loathed withholding smooth scythes and 
seethed with oaths together. 

 
…or mixed sounds:  LqL  and  LaL  together, for example: 
 

• This is the third thing that Keith thought was thankless. 
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• A thousand thirsty tourists threatened to take out their teeth. 
 

• Theresa tried to help both uncouth youths through the thickly-strewn undergrowth. 
 

• The three things that Theo thought, though thoroughly truthful, were totally 
thoughtless. 

 
Don’t worry about the exact meaning of every word in the tongue twisters, but simply practise 
making the sounds! You could make up your own tongue twisters using the words from 
different word groups on pp.18.72-18.74. You could use either just one sound on its own or 
both sounds together. 
 
Final thought: 
 
Practice makes perfect! The following paradox applies to learning the “th” sounds: 
 
 

“Nobody is born able to make these sounds, 
 

but everybody is born able to make these sounds.” 
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Nouns: 
 
anthem 
atheism 
atheist 
athlete 
authenticity 
author 
authority 
bath 
bathroom 
birth 
birthday 
breadth 
breath 
broth 
brothel 
cathedral 
death 
depth 
earth 
enthusiasm 
epithet 
ether 
ethics 
faith 
froth 
growth 
health 
hearth 
length 
lethargy 
lithium 
mammoth 
mathematics 
method 
methyl 
month 
moth 
mouth 
myth 
north 
panther 
path 

pith 
python 
sheath 
sleuth 
sloth 
smith 
south 
stealth 
strength 
sympathy 
teeth 
thane 
thanks 
thaw 
theatre 
theft 
theme 
theme park 
theologian 
theology 
theory 
therapy 
thesaurus 
thicket 
thief 
thigh 
thing 
thirst 
thong 
thorn 
thought 
thread 
threat 
thrift 
thrill 
throat 
throne 
throng 
throw 
throw in 
thug 
thumb 
thump 
thunder 

tooth 
truth 
undergrowth 
wealth 
width 
worth 
wrath 
wreath 
youth 
zenith 
 

 
Verbs: 
 
enthuse 
froth 
lengthen 
thank 
thatch 
thaw 
think 
thread 
threaten 
thrill 
thrive 
throng 
throw 
throw away 
throw out 
throw up 
thud 
thump 
 

 
Adjectives: 
 
authentic 
earthy 
enthusiastic 
ethnic 
faithful 
frothy 
Gothic 
healthy 
lengthy 

lethal 
lethargic 
mythical 
pathetic 
pithy 
ruthless 
stealthy 
thankful 
thatched 
theoretical 
therapeutic 
thermal 
thick 
thin 
thirsty 
thorough 
thoughtful 
threatening 
thrifty 
thrilling 
thriving 
throwaway 
truthful 
uncouth 
wealthy 
wrathful 

 
 
Adverbs: 
 
authentically 
earthily 
enthusiastically 
faithfully 
frothily 
healthily 
lethally 
lethargically 
pathetically 
pithily 
stealthily 
thankfully 
theoretically 
therapeutically 
thickly 
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thinly 
thirstily 
thoroughly 
thoughtfully 
threateningly 
thriftily 
thrillingly 
truthfully 
wrathfully 

 
 
Pronouns: 
 
anything 
both 
everything 
nothing 
something 

 
 
Function 
Words: 
 
forth 
through 

 
 
Cardinal 
Numbers: 
 
thirteen 
thousand 
three 

 
 
Ordinal 
Numbers: 
 
third 
fourth 
fifth 
sixth 
seventh 
eighth 
ninth 
tenth 
eleventh 

twelfth 
thirteenth 
fourteenth 
fifteenth 
sixteenth 
seventeenth 
eighteenth 
nineteenth 
twentieth 
thirtieth 
fortieth 
fiftieth 
sixtieth 
seventieth 
eightieth 
ninetieth 
hundredth 
thousandth 
millionth 
billionth 

 
 
Proper Nouns: 
 
Female First 
Names: 
 
Agatha 
Bertha 
Beth 
Catherine 
Cathy 
Dorothea 
Dorothy 
Ethel 
Judith 
Kath 
Kathleen 
Ruth 
Thelma 
Thora 
 
Male First Names: 
 
Arthur 

Ethan 
Jonathan 
Matthew 
Seth 
Theo 
 
Surnames: 
 
Hathaway 
Luther 
Smith 
Steerforth 
Thackeray 
Thatcher 
 
Place Names: 
 
Athens 
Grantham 
Southampton 
Thetford 
Thurso 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
Goths 
Macbeth 
Othello 
Thanksgiving 
Thor 
Thursday 

 
 
Some 
Curiosities: 
 
When “th” spelling 
produces  LíL 
sound: 
 
apartheid 
Esther 
Thailand 
Thames 
Thandie 
Theresa 

Thompson 
thyme 
 
“th” was 
a common suffix on 
Old English  
verbs: 
 
eateth 
goeth 
saith 
watcheth 
 
etc. 
 
When “th” is spelled 
but not pronounced: 
 
asthma 
 
In compound 
nouns “th” can 
occur in the 
spelling 
accidentally 
when two words 
meet together. 
The “th” 
phonemes are 
not pronounced: 
 
hothouse 
knighthood 
lightheaded 
lighthouse 
pothead 
sweetheart 
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Nouns: 
 
algorithm 
bathing suit 
booth 
bother 
brethren 
brother 
clothes 
farthing 
father 
feather 
heather 
lathe 
leather 
logarithm 
mother 
rhythm 
scythe 
smithereens 
swathe 
teething 
tether 
tithe 
weather 
wherewithal 
zither 

 
 
Verbs: 
 
bathe 
breathe 
clothe 
dither 
loathe 
mither 
scathe 
scythe 
seethe 
sheathe 
slither 
soothe 
teethe 

tithe 
wither 
withhold 
withstand
wreathe 
writhe 

 
 
Adjectives:
 
blithe 
lithe 
northern 
smooth 
southern 
swarthy 
worthy 

 
 
Adverbs: 
 
blithely 
farther 
further 
nevertheless
nonetheless 
rather (than) 
smoothly 
then 
there 
thereafter 
therefore 
together 
worthily 
 

 
Pronouns: 
 
their 
theirs 
them 
themselves
they 

 
 

Contractions:
 
they’re 
they’ve 

 
 
Articles:
 
the 

 
 
Determiners:
 
either 
neither 
other 
that 
these 
this 
those 

 
 
Prepositions:
 
with 
within 
without 

 
 
Conjunctions: 
 
although 
than (e.g. “better 
than me”) 
though 
whether 

 
 
Proper 
Nouns: 
 
Carruthers 
Heather 
Netherlands 
Northern 
Lights 

Rutherford 
Smithers 
Southern… 
Wetherspoon 
Worthington 

 
 
Archaisms: 
 
hither 
thee 
thence 
thereafter 
therein 
thereupon 
thine 
thither 
thou 
thus 
thy 
whither 
 
 
Nouns with  LqL  
Sound where 
the Plural 
Form Uses  LaL: 
 
baths 
mouths 
oaths 
paths 
truths 
youths 
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50 common words using the unvoiced “th” sound  LqL: 

anything, athlete, author, bathroom, birthday, both, breath, 

cathedral, death, depth, earth, enthusiasm, everything, faithful, 

fifth, fourth, growth, health, length, mathematics, method, month, 

mouth, north, nothing, something, south, strength, teeth, 

Thanksgiving, theatre, theme park, thick, thief, thin, think, third, 

thirst, thirteen, thousand, three, through, throw, thumb, Thursday, 

tooth, truth, wealthy, width, youth 

 

50 common words using the voiced “th” sound  LaL: 

although, bathe, bathing suit, baths, bother, breathe, brother, 

clothes, either, father, feather, further, heather, leather, mother, 

mouths, Netherlands, nevertheless, northern, other, rather (than), 

rhythm, smooth, southern, than, that, the, their, theirs, them, 

themselves, then, there, thereafter, therefore, these, they, they’re, 

they’ve, this, those, though, together, weather, whether, with, 

within, without, worthy, youths 
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although 
anything 
athlete 
author 
bathe 
bathing suit 
bathroom 
baths 
birthday 
both 
bother 
breath 
breathe 
brother 
cathedral 
clothes 
death 
depth 
earth 
either 
enthusiasm 
everything 
faithful 
father 
feather 
fifth 
fourth 
further 
growth 
health 
heather 
leather 
length 
mathematics 
method 

month 
mother 
mouth 
mouths 
Netherlands 
nevertheless 
north 
northern 
nothing 
other 
rather (than) 
rhythm 
smooth 
something 
south 
southern 
strength 
teeth 
than 
Thanksgiving 
that 
the 
theatre 
their 
theirs 
them 
theme park 
themselves 
then 
there 
thereafter 
therefore 
these 
they 
they’re 

they’ve 
thick 
thief 
thin 
think 
third 
thirst 
thirteen 
this 
those 
though 
thousand 
three 
through 
throw 
thumb 
Thursday 
together 
tooth 
truth 
wealthy 
weather 
whether 
width 
with 
within 
without 
worthy 
youth 
youths 
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although LaL   
anything LqL 
athlete LqL 
author LqL 
bathe LaL 
bathing suit LaL 
bathroom LqL 
baths LaL 
birthday LqL 
both LqL 
bother LaL 
breath LqL 
breathe LaL 
brother LaL 
cathedral LqL 
clothes LaL 
death LqL 
depth LqL 
earth LqL 
either LaL 
enthusiasm LqL 
everything LqL 
faithful LqL 
father LaL 
feather LaL 
fifth LqL 
fourth LqL 
further LaL 
growth LqL 
health LqL 
heather LaL 
leather LaL 
length LqL 
mathematics LqL 

method LqL 
month LqL 
mother LaL 
mouth LqL 
mouths LaL 
Netherlands LaL 
nevertheless LaL 
north LqL 
northern LaL 
nothing LqL 
other LaL 
rather (than) LaL 
rhythm LaL 
smooth LaL 
something LqL 
south LqL 
southern LaL 
strength LqL 
teeth LqL 
than LaL 
Thanksgiving LqL 
that LaL 
the LaL 
theatre LqL 
their LaL 
theirs LaL 
them LaL 
theme park LqL 
themselves LaL 
then LaL 
there LaL 
thereafter LaL 
therefore LaL 
these LaL 

they LaL 
they’re LaL 
they’ve LaL 
thick LqL 
thief LqL 
thin LqL= 
think LqL 
third LqL 
thirst LqL 
thirteen LqL 
this LaL 
those LaL 
though LaL 
thousand LqL 
three LqL 
through LqL 
throw LqL 
thumb LqL 
Thursday LqL 
together LaL 
tooth LqL 
truth LqL 
wealthy LqL 
weather LaL 
whether LaL 
width LqL 
with LaL 
within LaL 
without LaL 
worthy LaL 
youth LqL 
youths LaL 
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Translate the names of the animals below from the International Phonetic Alphabet. 
(See next page for answers.) 
 
 
1. LâôíL   ________________________________________ 
 
2. LÄ‰WÇL   ________________________________________ 
 
3. LDéÉÏKÖïfåL   ________________________________________ 
 
4. LÄÉ]L    ________________________________________ 
 
5. Lâ^WÑ/   ________________________________________ 
 
6. LDÄôÇwK]L   ________________________________________ 
 
7. L]DêôÏKrKíôåL  ________________________________________ 
 
8. Lâ]DãáWKäfKà]åL  ________________________________________ 
 
9. Lâ~rL   ________________________________________ 
 
10. LDípfâK]åL   ________________________________________ 
 
11. LDâêflâK]KÇ~fäL=  ________________________________________ 
 
12. LDÉäK]KÑ¾åíL   ________________________________________ 
 
13. LDÇflÏKâáL=   ________________________________________ 
 
14. LDáWKÖ]äL   ________________________________________ 
 
15. LÇwfDê^WÑL   ________________________________________ 
 
16. LÇ¾â=ÄfäÇ=DéäôíKfKérëL====== ________________________________________ 
 
17. LDÜôãKëí]L=  ________________________________________ 
  
18. LDÖ]räÇKÑfpL   ________________________________________ 
 
19. /ê~fDåflëK]êK]ëL  ________________________________________ 
 
20. Lp^WâL   ________________________________________ 




