








Talk a Lot

Australia

1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.

5 vowel sound: /o/ /o/ /el v/
0 0 0 0
4 stressed syllable:
1 content word: Jonathan often says Sydney
0O 0 O 00 0 0O O
2 no. of syllables:
1 function word: that is the
7  connecting sounds: | cV | cC | cc I | cC | % | | cC | | VC
6 weak forms: \W w W
8 features of C.S.: | L | L | L I | E | C | | L | | L
9  missing/new sound: /t/ I/
10 example(s) with IPA:  Jonathan often says... /'d3D.na.09'np.fon'sez.d3's1d.ni:z.ds.mov'sp3:.f1?'pler.sn'na:0/
3 suffixes: oft-en, Syd-ney
3 compound nouns: none
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound
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Talk a Lot

Australia

1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.

1 content word: perfect place earth.
1 function word: on
7  connecting sounds: |:| | | |
6 weak forms:
8 features of C.S.: : | I |
9 missing/new sound: : | I |
10 example(s) with IPA:
3 suffixes:
3 compound nouns:
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com




Talk a Lot

Australia

1. Jonathan often says that Sydney is the most perfect place on earth.

5  vowel sound: /31/ lev/ /31/
4 stressed syllable: ° 0 0

1 content word: perfect place earth.
2 no. of syllables: 00 0 0

1 function word: on

7  connecting sounds: | cv | | cv |

6 weak forms:

8 features of C.S.: E, G | L | I L |

9 missing/new sound: K/ It/

10 example(s) with IPA: Jonathan often says... /'d3D.1n9.03'np.fan'sez.0a's1d.ni:z.09.mav'sp3:.f1?'pler.sn'n3:0/

3 suffixes: perf-ect
3 compound nouns: none
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Discussion Words

Q 7
I~

rainforest Sydney Aboriginal kangaroo
Australians
Pacific Ocean didgeridoo minerals Brisbane
walkabout Queensland footy great white
shark
mining barbie climate change Outback
koala bear Shane Warne forest fire emu
coast Canberra Uluru Kylie Minogue
duck-billed soap opera Barossa Valley drought
platypus
melting pot convict Sydney Opera Gallipoli
House
boomerang Great Barrier pom Captain Cook
Reef
transportation | Cate Blanchett immigration gold rush

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Talk a Lot

Australia
/o'strer.lro/

Discussion Words (with the IPA)

/'remn.fo.rist/

/'s1d.ni/

/&.ba.r1.d31.n0.
Ip'strer.lionz/

/ken.ga'rui/

/pa.si.fr'kav. fon/

/d1.dzo.ri'duz/

/'min.rolz/

/'briz.ban/

/'war.ka.baut/

/'kwiinz.lond/

/'fut.i/

/grer?.wai?' fa:k/

/'mar.niy/

/'bar.bi/

/'clar.ma?.t feind3/

/'au?.bek/

/kau'wazr.lo.bea/

/fem'woin/

/fo.ras'fara/

/['iz.mjui/

/kaust/

/'keem.ba.ra/

fuz.la'ruy/

/kar.li.mi'naug/

/dak.bil.'plae.ti.pus/

/'sou.pp.pro/

/ba'rpn.sa.vae . li/

/draut/

/'mel.tig.pot/

/'kon.vikt/

/s1d.ni'jo.pra.haus/

/ga'li.pa.li/

/'bui.ma.ren/

/gre1?.bea.r1a'rixf/

/pom/

/keep.tin'kuk/

/traen.spo:'ter. fon/

/ker?'blen.t 1t/

/1.m1'grer.fon/

/'gaul.draf/

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Discussion Words — Glossary

In this unit, you'll probably find some words and phrases which are not in your dictionary. This glossary is intended to
help you understand what the discussion words mean. You could translate them into your language, where possible:

=
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40.

Aboriginal Australians (people: the original Australians, who arrived there over 40,000 years ago)

barbie (slang: barbecue)

Barossa Valley (place: major wine-producing region in South Australia)

boomerang (noun: curved wooden toy that returns if you throw it)

Brisbane (place: capital city of the state of Queensland. Pop. 1.9m)

Canberra (place: capital city of Australia. Pop. 345,257)

Captain Cook (person: b.1728, d.1779; English explorer who claimed Australia for Great Britain in 1770)

Cate Blanchett (person: b.1969; famous Hollywood actress)

climate change (noun: world weather trend caused by rising temperatures)

coast (noun: land which meets the sea)

convict (noun: old-fashioned term for a prisoner)

didgeridoo (noun: wind instrument invented by Aboriginal Australians)

drought (noun: period of months or years when there is no rain)

duck-billed platypus (animal: strange-looking animal that can live in water and on land)
emu (animal: tall bird that can't fly and can’t walk backwards, but can run at up to 31 mph)

footy (slang: football, especially Australian Rules Football)

forest fire (noun: wildfire which damages a wide area of vegetation)

Gallipoli (place: battle site in Turkey commemorated for loss of many Australian soldiers in 1915-16)

gold rush (noun: when gold is discovered and many people travel to excavate it)

Great Barrier Reef (place: largest coral reef on earth, off coast of Queensland in the Coral Sea)

great white shark (animal: shark that can grow to more than 6 metres in length)

immigration (noun: when people move to a new country to live)

kangaroo (animal: large jumping marsupial that keeps its baby in a pouch)

koala bear (animal: small tree-dwelling marsupial that eats mainly eucalyptus leaves)
Kylie Minogue (person: b.1968; the most famous Australian pop star; originally a TV actress)
melting pot (idiom: idea that different nationalities and cultures can blend together in the same country)

minerals (noun: precious items found in the ground, e.g. diamonds)

mining (noun: the activity of taking things from the ground)

Outback (place: remote, barren, desert-like parts of Australia)

Pacific Ocean (place: the largest ocean in the world; its name means “Peaceful Sea”)

pom (slang: English person; considered offensive by some)

Queensland (place: Australia’s third-largest state, by population)

rainforest (noun: hot, tropical forest where a lot of rain falls)

Shane Warne (person: b.1969; the most famous Australian spin-bowler (cricketer) in modern times)

soap opera (noun: daily or regular TV drama which has a continuing storyline)

Sydney (place: capital city of New South Wales, and the largest city in Australia. Pop. 4.4m)

Sydney Opera House (place: world famous performing arts centre and landmark in Sydney)
transportation (noun: the practice of taking convicts from Britain to Australia in 18" & 19" centuries)
Uluru (place: famous natural landmark in the centre of the country; formerly named Ayers Rock)

walkabout (noun: the practice of going travelling for an extended period of time)

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Australia

Talk a Lot

Discussion Words — Visualisations

= 034 VY03 KOUt petk
£ a0 YCHc ety S
m_EgMceEtaésm JECNTEEECW Wpis
== 2 = ==
£ =y ﬁ_% = .um__.%z \Rp= £
50} vaadg haphe = Slquen obew fores_
= o) Mrmc_&, %c@_w.l.l cunNe -~ =
MINNE $03Y SN [V3A)- S~(ABY] DURKIBL K66t =k
== oy b = = widiyoy =
S= bunsowoog abuny s s Tpuds - poowstnd ==
< Wiy nhiogy =98  Sgrez oy iz 2
S 109000 o) wpdny= SES S2= ot cooe QYO
F@__%gow_ oy wm %W W 3 m_n il mg%@#__mz_
by 2 aunys S m = e s ooy
WOUS 3y (03l = 00A0UDY KURIROOZS  dugty mpigs 2t
- oopabpy T
= noquye mujchpoy S
S5 S RMIUES
eyl ThZitnd
| ME buyau eI EW .
& o 2
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Talk a Lot

Australia

General Questions

1. Are there any words or phrases that you don’t know? Find them in a dictionary.
2. Take some cards. Describe the word or phrase on a card without saying it.

3. How many words and phrases have... a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables,
d) 4 syllables, e) 5 syllables, f) 6 or more syllables?

4. Put words and phrases with more than one syllable into groups according to where
the strong stress falls.

5. Put the words and phrases into alphabetical order.
6. Find and put into groups... a) compound nouns, b) words with suffixes.

7. Find words that... a) begin with a vowel sound, b) end with a vowel sound, c) begin
with a consonant sound, d) end with a consonant sound. Put them into sound groups.

8. Find words which contain silent letters (letters which are not pronounced).
9. How many words and phrases can you remember when they are all turned over?

10. Put words and phrases that contain the same sounds into groups, using the IPA.

Lesson Questions

1. Which word sounds like... a) rainstorm, b) Derby, c) trout, d) dining, €) toast,
f) kidney, g) cancellation, h) late night park, i) Lisbon, j) old brush, k) bomb?

2. Talk about each of the... a) famous people, b) places, ¢) animals, d) historical terms.
3. Thisis aregion of South Australia that is famous for producing wine.

4. i) Find a word which has a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the... a) 1st syllable,
b) 2" syllable, c) 3 syllable, etc. ii) Do any words and phrases not have a schwa?

5. a) Describe one of the animals. b) Tell me an unusual fact about it. ¢c) Which of the
four animals cannot move backwards?

6. This phrase describes a place where people from different ethnic backgrounds share
each other’s cultures and traditions.

7. Which word means... a) ball game, b) natural plateau, ¢c) where land meets sea,
d) foreigners settle, ) an object that returns, f) removal, g) ocean predator?

8. This word is a common nickname in Australia for an English person.
9. Find a word that means precious resources which are found in the ground.

10. “The practice of shipping convicts from Britain to Australia, from 1787 onwards, was
known as i

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



Talk a Lot

Australia

Discussion Words Question Sheet

Answers

General Questions
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

3. a) 3 words have 1 syllable: coast, pom, drought. b) 12 words and phrases have 2 syllables: gold rush, minerals,
Brisbane, Queensland, footy, mining, barbie, Outback, emu, Shane Warne, convict, Sydney. c) 13 words and
phrases have 3 syllables: Cate Blanchett, kangaroo, walkabout, great white shark, climate change, forest fire, Uluru,
Canberra, soap opera, melting pot, boomerang, Captain Cook, rainforest. d) 7 words and phrases have 4 syllables:
immigration, koala bear, Kylie Minogue, Gallipoli, transportation, didgeridoo, Great Barrier Reef. e) 4 phrases have 5
syllables: duck-billed platypus, Barossa Valley, Sydney Opera House, Pacific Ocean. f) 1 phrase has 8 syllables:
Aboriginal Australians.

4. 2 syllables: these words and phrases have the strong stress on the first syllable: gold rush, minerals, Brisbane,
Queensland, footy, mining, barbie, Outback, emu, convict, Sydney; this phrase has the strong stress on the second
syllable: Shane Warne. 3 syllables: these words and phrases have the strong stress on the first syllable: walkabout,
climate change, Canberra, soap opera, melting pot, boomerang, rainforest; this phrase has the strong stress on the
middle syllable: Cate Blanchett; these words and phrases have the strong stress on the third syllable: kangaroo,
great white shark, forest fire, Uluru, Captain Cook. 4 syllables: these words and phrases have the strong stress on
the second syllable: koala bear, Gallipoli; these words have the strong stress on the third syllable: immigration,
transportation; these words and phrases have the strong stress on the fourth syllable: Kylie Minogue, Great Barrier
Reef, didgeridoo. 5 syllables: these phrases have the strong stress on the third syllable: duck-billed platypus,
Sydney Opera House; these phrases have the strong stress on the fourth syllable: Barossa Valley, Pacific Ocean. 8
syllables: this phrase has the strong stress on the seventh syllable: Aboriginal Australians.

5. Aboriginal Australians, barbie, Barossa Valley, boomerang, Brisbane, Canberra, Captain Cook, Cate Blanchett,
climate change, coast, convict, didgeridoo, drought, duck-billed platypus, emu, footy, forest fire, Gallipoli, gold rush,
Great Barrier Reef, great white shark, immigration, kangaroo, koala bear, Kylie Minogue, melting pot, minerals,
mining, Outback, Pacific Ocean, pom, Queensland, rainforest, Shane Warne, soap opera, Sydney, Sydney Opera
House, transportation, Uluru, walkabout.

6. a) The following words are compound nouns: rainforest (rain + forest), Queensland (Queens + land), Outback (Out
+ back), walkabout (walk + about). b) The following words and phrases contain suffixes: koala bear, soap opera,
Barossa Valley; melting pot, mining; Aboriginal Australians, minerals; immigration, transportation; Pacific Ocean;
footy; barbie; climate change; forest fire; Great Barrier Reef; Sydney.

7. a) These words and phrases all begin with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /1/ immigration; /au/ Outback;
/iz/ emu; /uz/ Uluru; /ee/ Aboriginal Australians.

b) These words and phrases all end with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /i/ footy, barbie, Sydney, Barossa
Valley, Gallipoli; /ui/ Uluru, emu, kangaroo, didgeridoo; /o/ Canberra, soap opera; /a1o/ forest fire; /ea/ koala bear.

c) These words and phrases all begin with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /k/ kangaroo, Queensland,
climate change, koala bear, coast, Canberra, Kylie Minogue, convict, Captain Cook, Cate Blanchett; /g/ gold rush,
great white shark, Gallipoli, Great Barrier Reef; /b/ Brisbane, barbie, Barossa Valley, boomerang; /m/ minerals,
mining, melting pot; /s/ Sydney, soap opera, Sydney Opera House; /d/ didgeridoo, duck-billed platypus, drought;
/p/ Pacific Ocean, pom; /f/ footy, forest fire; /[/ Shane Warne; /t/ transportation; /t/ rainforest; /w/ walkabout.

d) These words and phrases all end with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /t/ rainforest, walkabout,
coast, melting pot, drought, convict, Cate Blanchett; /n/ Pacific Ocean, Brisbane, Shane Warne, transportation,
immigration; /k/ Captain Cook, Outback, great white shark; /z/ Aboriginal Australians, minerals; /5/ mining,
boomerang; /s/ Sydney Opera House, duck-billed platypus; /d/ Queensland; /d3/ climate change; /g/ Kylie Minogue;
/f/ Great Barrier Reef; /m/ pom; /[/ gold rush.

8. Many English words contain one or more silent letters — letters which are part of the spelling of a word, but which
are not pronounced. The aim of this activity is to demonstrate how so often the spelling of a word in English is
different from how it sounds when spoken. Below are some good examples of words in this group of discussion

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



Talk a Lot

Australia

Discussion Words Question Sheet

words that have silent letters. The silent letters are shown in brackets. No doubt your students will be able to identify
some more.

co [a] st, drou [gh] t, wa [l] kabout, Brisban [e], Q [u] eensland, Outba [c] k, koala bea [r], im [m] igration
9. Answers will vary.

10. There are many possible answers to this question; for example, “drought”, “Sydney Opera House”, “Outback”,
and “walkabout” all contain the vowel sound /au/. Use the phonetic chart on p.18.6 of the Talk a Lot Elementary
Handbook (available free from www.englishbanana.com/talkalot) and the phonetic spellings of the vocabulary words
on the Discussion Words (with the IPA) handout to help your students put the words into sound groups.

Lesson Questions

1. a) Shane Warne. b) barbie. c) drought. d) mining. e) coast. f) Sydney. g) transportation. h) great white shark.
i) Brisbane. j) gold rush. k) pom.

2. a) The famous people are: Kylie Minogue, Cate Blanchett, Shane Warne, Captain Cook. b) The places are:
Great Barrier Reef, Sydney, Pacific Ocean, Brisbane, Queensland, Outback, coast, Canberra, Uluru, Barossa Valley,
Gallipoli, Sydney Opera House, rainforest. ¢) The animals are: duck-billed platypus, great white shark, emu, koala
bear, kangaroo. d) The historical terms are: convict, transportation, immigration, gold rush, Captain Cook. (Note:
see the Discussion Words Glossary for a brief summary of each one, or find out more online or at your local library.)

3. Barossa Valley.

4. i) a) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 1% syllable: Gallipoli, Barossa Valley,
Pacific Ocean. b) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 2" syllable: boomerang,
walkabout, climate change, kangaroo, didgeridoo, forest fire, Queensland, minerals, Canberra, Brisbane, Aboriginal
Australians, Uluru. ¢) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 3" syllable: koala bear,
Canberra, soap opera, Gallipoli. d) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 4"
syllable: Sydney Opera House, transportation, immigration. €) Phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/
on the 5" syllable: Aboriginal Australians, Pacific Ocean. ii) 20 words and phrases don't have a weak stress schwa
sound: Cate Blanchett, Sydney, footy, great white shark, mining, barbie, Outback, emu, Shane Warne, coast, Kylie
Minogue, drought, duck-billed platypus, melting pot, convict, Captain Cook, pom, gold rush, rainforest, Great Barrier
Reef.

5. a) Answers will vary. b) Answers will vary. Sample answer: the duck-billed platypus can live on land and
underwater; the blockbuster film “Jaws” was about a great white shark; the emu is the second-largest bird in the
world, after the ostrich; the koala bear is not actually a bear, but rather a marsupial, which is a kind of mammal; a
baby kangaroo is known as a “joey”, and is kept in a protective pouch on the front of the mother’s body. c) The great
white shark, emu, and kangaroo cannot move backwards.

Note: the duck-billed platypus, emu, koala bear, and kangaroo are all unique to Australia, and don’t occur naturally in
any other country, while the great white shark can be found in temperate waters around the world.

6. melting pot.

7. a) footy (football). b) Uluru. ¢) coast. d) immigration. e) boomerang. f) mining. g) great white shark.
8. pom.

9. minerals.

10. transportation.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Student A

Talk a Lot

Australia — Which states would you visit?

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four of
Australia’s six states. You're looking forward to having a holiday in Australia, but you only
have time to visit two states. Which states would you visit, and in what order? Why?

Queensland

Western Australia

Population / Area / Capital City

2.3 million / 2.6m km2 / Perth

Landscape / Climate

Top Tourist Attractions

Gold Coast; Great Barrier Reef

Famous People

Steve Irwin — crocodile hunter

Rolf Harris — artist and TV presenter

Historical Fact

in 1893 a gold rush began at Kalgoorlie

Website (for more information)

http://www.tg.com.au/

Min. Temp. in June / December

11°C/20°C

10°C/16°C

Nickname / Time Zone

Tasmania

New South Wales

Population / Area / Capital City

502,600 / 90,758 km? / Hobart

Landscape / Climate

mountainous; coastal / arid; temperate

Top Tourist Attractions

Cataract Gorge; Port Arthur

Blue Mountains; Bondi Beach

Famous People

Historical Fact

first settled 40,000 years ago

founded in 1788 as a British penal colony

Website (for more information)

Min. Temp. in June / December

Nickname / Time Zone

Apple Isle / UTC+10 AEST

Premier State / UTC+10 AEST

Note: AEST = Australian Eastern Standard Time; AWST = Australian Western Standard Time

K

Student B

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four of
Australia’s six states. You're looking forward to having a holiday in Australia, but you only
have time to visit two states. Which states would you visit, and in what order? Why?

Queensland

Western Australia

Population / Area / Capital City

4.4 million / 1.9m km?2 / Brisbane

Landscape / Climate

tropical; coastal / hot and sunny

desert; coastal / hot and dry

Top Tourist Attractions

surf the Indian Ocean; Penguin Island

Famous People

Historical Fact

named after Queen Victoria

Website (for more information)

http://www.westernaustralia.com

Min. Temp. in June / December

Nickname / Time Zone

Sunshine State / UTC+10 AEST

Wildflower State / UTC+8 AWST

Tasmania

New South Wales

Population / Area / Capital City

7.1 million / 809,444 km? / Sydney

Landscape / Climate

rainforest; farmland / cool; wet

Top Tourist Attractions

Famous People

Errol Flynn — 1930s movie star

Toni Collette — award-winning actress

Historical Fact

Website (for more information)

http://www.discovertasmania.com/

http://www.visitnsw.com/

Min. Temp. in June / December

5°C/11°C

9°C/17°C

Nickname / Time Zone

Note: AEST = Australian Eastern Standard Time; AWST = Australian Western Standard Time

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Answers

Talk a Lot

Australia

Information Exchange

Australia — Which states would you visit?

Task: “Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four of Australia’s six states.
You're looking forward to having a holiday in Australia, but you only have time to visit two states. Which states would

you visit, and in what order? Why?”

Queensland

Western Australia

Population / Area / Capital City

4.4 million / 1.9m km?2 / Brisbane

2.3 million / 2.6m km? / Perth

Landscape / Climate

tropical; coastal / hot and sunny

desert; coastal / hot and dry

Top Tourist Attractions

Gold Coast; Great Barrier Reef

surf the Indian Ocean; Penguin Island

Famous People

Steve Irwin — crocodile hunter

Rolf Harris — artist and TV presenter

Historical Fact

named after Queen Victoria

in 1893 a gold rush began at Kalgoorlie

Website (for more information)

http://www.tg.com.au/

http://www.westernaustralia.com

Min. Temp. in June / December

11°C/20°C

10°C/16°C

Nickname / Time Zone

Sunshine State / UTC+10 AEST

Wildflower State / UTC+8 AWST

Tasmania

New South Wales

Population / Area / Capital City

502,600 / 90,758 km? / Hobart

7.1 million / 809,444 km? / Sydney

Landscape / Climate

rainforest; farmland / cool; wet

mountainous; coastal / arid; temperate

Top Tourist Attractions

Cataract Gorge; Port Arthur

Blue Mountains; Bondi Beach

Famous People

Errol Flynn — 1930s movie star

Toni Collette — award-winning actress

Historical Fact

first settled 40,000 years ago

founded in 1788 as a British penal colony

Website (for more information)

http://www.discovertasmania.com/

http://www.visitnsw.com/

Min. Temp. in June / December

5°C/11°C

9°C/17°C

Nickname / Time Zone

Apple Isle / UTC+10 AEST

Premier State / UTC+10 AEST

Note: AEST = Australian Eastern Standard Time; AWST = Australian Western Standard Time

“Which states would you visit, and in what order? Why?” Answers will vary. When they have completed filling the
gaps, students should discuss which states they would visit, and in what order. They should produce appropriate
reasons for their choices — why they would choose one state rather than another, and why they have chosen the
order that they have. For example: “I would explore Tasmania first, because | want to see the historic Port Arthur
Penitentiary. After that | would need to relax and unwind, so I'd travel to Western Australia for surf, sand, and
shopping...!” Or... “l wouldn't visit Queensland, because | don't like tropical heat...” [etc.]

Sample Questions
What is the population of

What is the area of

What's the capital city of
What kind of landscape does
What's the climate like in

Tell me some of the top tourist attractions in

Sample Answers

? The population of is
people.
kilometres squared.
? The capital city of is
have? .
? It can be

You could visit

, the , was born in

Have any famous people been born in ? Yes,

Do any famous people come from ? Yes,

Tell me a historical fact about .

Which website could | visit for more information about Try
?

What is the minimum temperature in in It's

June [or December]?
What is
What time zone is

's nickname?

comes / came from

degrees Celsius.

's nickname is

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Information Exchange

Examples

What is the population of Queensland? The population of Queensland is 4.4 million people.

What's the climate like in Western Australia? It can be hot and dry.

Do any famous people come from Tasmania? Yes, Errol Flynn, the 1930s movie star, came from
Tasmania.

What is New South Wales'’s nickname? New South Wales'’s nickname is the Premier State.

[etc.]

Extension: you could try to encourage some comparative/superlative questions and sentences too, for example:

Which is the largest state by area? Western Australia is...
Which state has the smallest population? Tasmania has...
Which state is warmer than New South Wales in Queensland is...

summer (December)?

[etc.]
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Multi-Purpose Text

The Flyer (Original Text)

Line

1 One day in August Dennis was walking around the city centre aimlessly with his

2 girlfriend Linda. “Two weeks’ break, but no money to do anything!” he complained.

3 Just then Linda picked up a brightly-coloured flyer. “Guaranteed trip to Australia!” she
4 read carefully, “Calls cost a pound...” Dennis sprang into action. “Come on, Linda!

5 Get your phone out and let's get dialling!” After listening to a recorded message about
6 the delights of Australia for ten minutes, both of their calls came to an end. They were
7 disappointed to be told that they hadn’t won the trip “on this occasion”, but that they

8 should “call again” — and often — to have another chance of winning. Neither of them
9 had a lot of credit left on their mobiles, so Dennis suggested: “Let’s get me dad’s

10 phone. It'll be amazing to go Down Under!” They found Rob’s phone and made a

11 couple more calls, but each time they were unlucky. Then they tried from Dennis’s

12 home phone, and after that from Linda’s grandma’s mobile, but no joy. “I'm getting

13 bored listening to all that going on about Australia!” commented Linda. Dennis

14 agreed, but they both fancied a luxury holiday in the sun, so they kept on calling,

15 asking everyone they knew whether they could use their phones: “Just for a minute —
16 and we’ll pay you back!” By the end of the day they had heard the same message

17 twenty-seven times. It was then that Linda read the small print on the back of the

18 flyer. “It says here calls cost a quid...” “Right,” agreed Dennis. “But it's a pound a

19 minute, Dennis!” Dennis’s face turned purple. Their holiday of a lifetime would have to
20 wait. The next day Dennis went back to the garage to put in some overtime.

(296 words)

<

The Flyer (Text with 20 Differences)

One day in August Dennis was 1. talking (walking) around the city centre aimlessly with
his girlfriend Linda. “Two weeks’ break, but no money to do anything!” he 2. trained
(complained). Just then Linda picked up a brightly-coloured flyer. “Guaranteed trip to
Australia!” she read 3. caringly (carefully), “Calls cost a pound...” Dennis sprang into
action. “Come on, Linda! Get your phone out and let’s get dialling!” After 4. listing
(listening) to a recorded message about the delights 5. off (of) Australia for ten minutes,
both of their calls came to an end. They were disappointed to be 6. bold (told) that they
hadn’t won the trip “on this occasion”, but that they should “call again” — and often — to have
another chance of 7. winging (winning). Neither of them had a lot of credit left on their
mobiles, so Dennis suggested: “Let’s get me dad’s phone. It'll be 8. crazy (amazing) to go
Down Under!” They found Rob’s 9. foam (phone) and made a couple more calls, but each
time they were unlucky. Then they tried 10. fun (from) Dennis’'s home phone, and after
that from Linda’s grandma’s mobile, but no joy. “I'm getting 11. bought (bored) listening to
all that going on about Australia!” commented 12. limber (Linda). Dennis agreed, but they
both fancied a luxury 13. corridor (holiday) inthe sun, so they kept 14. an (on) calling,
asking everyone they knew whether they could use their phones: “Just for a minute — and
we’'ll pay you back!” By the 15. bend (end) of the day they had heard the 16. sane
(same) message twenty-seven times. It was then that Linda read the 17. ball (small) print
on the back of the flyer. “It says here calls 18. lost (cost) a quid...” “Right,” agreed Dennis.
“But it's a pound a minute, Dennis!” Dennis’s face turned purple. 19. Dare (Their) holiday
of a lifetime would 20. had (have) to wait. The next day Dennis went back to the garage to
put in some overtime.
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Multi-Purpose Text

The Flyer (Gap-Fill — Verbs)

One day in August Dennis was 1. around the city centre aimlessly with
his girlfriend Linda. “Two weeks’ break, but no money to do anything!” he 2.

Just then Linda 3. a brightly-coloured flyer. “Guaranteed trip to
Australia!” she read carefully, “Calls cost a pound...” Dennis sprang into action. “Come on,
Linda! 4. your phone out and let’s get dialling!” After listening to a
recorded message about the delights of Australia for ten minutes, both of their calls

5. to an end. They were disappointed to be 6.
that they hadn’t won the trip “on this occasion”, but that they should “call again” — and often —
to have another chance of winning. Neither of them 7. a lot of credit
left on their mobiles, so Dennis 8. : “Let’s get me dad’s phone. It'll be
amazing to go Down Under!” They 9. Rob’s phone and made a couple
more calls, but each time they were unlucky. Then they tried from Dennis’s home phone, and
after that from Linda’s grandma’s mobile, but no joy. “I'm 10. bored
listening to all that going on about Australial” commented Linda. Dennis agreed, but they both
11. a luxury holiday in the sun, so they kept on calling, asking everyone
they knew whether they could use their phones: “Just for a minute — and we’ll

12. you back!” By the end of the day they had heard the same message
twenty-seven times. It was then that Linda 13. the small print on the
back of the flyer. “It says here calls cost a quid...” “Right,” agreed Dennis. “But it's a pound a
minute, Dennis!” Dennis’s face 14. purple. Their holiday of a lifetime
would have to wait. The next day Dennis went back to the garage to 15.
some overtime.

<

The Flyer (Multiple Choice — Use of English)

One day in August Dennis 1. a) will, b) was, c) were walking around the city centre
aimlessly with his girlfriend Linda. “Two weeks’ break, but no money to do anything!” he

2. a) says, b) moaning, c) complained. Just then Linda picked 3. a) up, b) out,

c) down a brightly-coloured flyer. “Guaranteed trip to Australia!” she read carefully, “Calls
cost a pound...” Dennis sprang 4. a) in, b) into, ¢c) onto action. “Come on, Linda! Get your
phone out and let’s get dialling!” 5. a) When, b) After, c) While listening to a recorded
message about the delights of Australia for ten minutes, both of their calls came to an end.
They were 6. a) disappointed, b) thrilled, c) happy to be told that they hadn’t won the trip
“on this occasion”, but that they should “call again” — and often — to have another chance of
winning. Neither of them had a 7. a) load, b) little, c) lot of credit left on their mobiles, so
Dennis suggested: “Let’s get me dad’s phone. It'll be amazing to go Down Under!”

8. a) They, b) We, c) Her found Rob’s phone and made a couple more calls, but each time
they were unlucky. Then they tried from Dennis’s home phone, and after that from Linda’s
grandma’s mobile, 9. a) and, b) so, ¢) but no joy. “I'm getting bored listening to all that
going on about Australia!” commented Linda. Dennis agreed, but they both fancied a luxury
holiday in the 10. a) sunny, b) sun, c¢) cold, so they kept on calling, asking everyone they
knew whether they could use their phones: “Just for a minute — and we’ll 11. a) paying,

b) paid, c) pay you back!” By the end of the day they 12. a) had, b) has, c) have heard
the same message twenty-seven times. It was then that Linda read the small print on the
back of the flyer. “It 13. a) tells, b) says, ¢) saying here calls cost a quid...” “Right,”
agreed Dennis. “But it's a pound 14. a) a, b) one, c) the minute, Dennis!” Dennis’s face
turned purple. Their holiday of a lifetime would have to wait. The next day Dennis went

15. a) into, b) for, ¢) back to the garage to put in some overtime.
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Multi-Purpose Text

The Flyer (Comprehension Questions)

1. Where did Dennis and Linda want to go? 16. What were Dennis and Linda doing at the
2. Who had a very short summer holiday? beginning of the story?
3. How much did each phone call cost? 17. What did Linda read after making the
4. What is the name of Linda’s boyfriend? phone calls?
5. Which nickname for Australia does Dennis 18. Why did they phone the number on the
use? flyer so many times?
6. How did Dennis feel when he found out the 19. When did the story take place.
full cost of the calls? 20. How much holiday did Dennis have?
7. How many times did they phone the number 21. What did they hear when they dialled the
on the flyer? number on the flyer?
8. Who is Rob? 22. How much did they owe by the end?
9. What did the small print say? 23. Where does Dennis work?
10. What is the name of Dennis’s girlfriend? 24. Why didn’t they win a trip to Australia?
11. Where were they walking aimlessly? 25. Whose grandma’s mobile did they use?
12. What did Linda find? 26. What did Linda and Dennis fancy?
13. What season was it? 27. Did they use Linda’s grandma’s mobile
14. How much money did they spend on the before Dennis’s dad’s, or after?
phone calls in total? 28. Why was Dennis complaining at the
15. How many times did they call the number beginning of the story?
from Rob’s phone? 29. Why did Dennis have to go back to work?
30. How much is a “quid"?
<
The Flyer (True, False, or Unknown?)
1. Dennis had two weeks’ holiday. 17. The calls were expensive.
2. Dennis is taller than Linda. 18. Linda didn't have a mobile.
3. They were on their way to the train station 19. Linda picked up the flyer and read the
when Linda picked up the flyer. small print on the back.
4. Dennis found the flyer and gave it to Linda. 20. Dennis and Linda have fallen for this kind
5. They didn't ask for Rob’s permission to use of phone scam before.
his phone. 21. Linda has got brown hair.
6. They didn’t read the terms and conditions on 22. They didn’t go on a holiday of a lifetime.
the flyer properly. 23. Linda and Dennis had been on holiday
7. Dennis’s girlfriend is called Leila. together a few months before.
8. Dennis felt embarrassed when he got to 24. At the beginning of the story Dennis and
work the next day. Linda had nothing to do.
9. Each call cost one pound. 25. Linda’s grandma let them use her phone.
10. Dennis had to work extra hours to pay for 26. Dennis was pleased when he found out
the phone calls. the true cost of the calls.
11. Linda is going out with Dennis. 27. Dennis and Linda used up all the credit on
12. Rob was angry when he found out what had their phones.
happened. 28. Linda is hoping to buy a hew phone before
13. They wanted to win a trip to Australia. the autumn.
14. At the beginning of the story Dennis and 29. Dennis encouraged Linda to call the
Linda were at the bank. number on the flyer.
15. They heard the message twenty times. 30. Dennis and Linda were right to do what
16. Dennis’s phone is a three-year-old Nokia. they did.
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Multi-Purpose Text

Glossary of New Words

Here are some words and phrases from the text that may be new to students. You could
either pre-teach them, or encourage your students to find translations in a bilingual dictionary
and write them in the gaps below. Stressed syllables are underlined.
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12.
13.
14.
15.

. “no joy” (expression: sth. doesn’t work out how you would like)

flyer (noun: leaflet advertising something)

to spring into action (verb phrase: to start doing sth. suddenly)

to get dialling (verb phrase: to make a phone call immediately)

delights (noun: attractions)

“on this occasion” (adverbial: this time)

credit (noun: money paid for making phone calls but not used yet)

“me dad’s phone” (noun phrase: “my dad’s phone” — Dennis uses slang)

Down Under (place: a common nickname for Australia)

home Qhone (noun phrase: a phone that is plugged into the wall at home)

. “all that going on about Australia” (phrase: Linda can’t find the right words to say. She means

that she is fed up with listening to the recorded message about Australia)

to fancy (verb: to wish for)

the small print (noun phrase: the terms and conditions printed on an advert or competition)

holiday of a lifetime (noun phrase: a very special and expensive holiday)

to put in some overtime (phrasal verb: to work extra hours)

Answers

The Flyer (Gap-Fill — Verbs)

1. walking 6. told 11. fancied
2. complained 7. had 12. pay

3. picked up 8. suggested 13. read

4. Get 9. found 14. turned
5. came 10. getting 15. putin

The Flyer (Multiple Choice — Use of English)

1.b)
2.¢)
3.a)
4.b)
5. b)

6. a) 11.¢)
7.¢) 12. a)
8.a) 13. b)
9.¢) 14. a)
10. b) 15.¢)
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Multi-Purpose Text

The Flyer (Comprehension Questions)

1. Australia. 18. Because they wanted to win a trip to

2. Dennis. Australia.

3. Ten pounds — one pound per minute for 19. In August.
ten minutes. 20. Two weeks.

4. Dennis. 21. A recorded message about the

5. Down Under. delights of Australia.

6. He turned purple, which suggests that 22. Two hundred and fifty pounds (they
he felt very angry and/or embarrassed. used their own phones for the first

7. Twenty-seven. two calls).

8. Dennis’s dad. 23. At a garage.

9. That each call costs one pound per 24. Because the competition was
minute, i.e. ten pounds each. probably a scam (not genuine).

10. Linda. 25. Linda’s.

11. Around the city centre. 26. A luxury holiday in the sun.

12. A brightly-coloured flyer. 27. After.

13. Summer. 28. Because he didn't have any money

14. Two hundred and seventy pounds to do anything during his holiday.
(twenty-seven calls @ £10 each) 29. To earn money to pay everybody

15. Twice (a couple of times). back for using their phone credit.

16. Walking around the city centre aimlessly 30. One pound.
together.

17. The small print on the back of the flyer.

The Flyer (True, False, or Unknown?)
(T = True, F = False, U = Unknown)

1. T 11. T 21. U

2. U 12. U 22. T

3. U 13. T 23. U

4, F 14. F 24. T

5. T 15. T (but 27 in total!) 25. U

6. T 16. U 26. F

7. F 17. T 27. F

8. U 18. F 28. U

9. F 19. F 29. T

10. T 20. U 30. U (answers may vary)
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Discussion Questions

1. Have you ever been to Australia? @ If yes, tell me about it. If no,

would you like to? What do you think of when you hear the word “Australia’?

2 . Australia is the only country in the world that is also a whole continent!

The landscape and climate are very varied, ranging from tropical in the north-
east, to desert in the centre, and urban/beach at the coastal resorts. Tell me
about the landscape and climate in your country. How does it compare?

3 . Australia has some of the strangest animals in the world! Because of its

island location, it was a closed ecosystem for millennia, and many exotic
creatures developed there which are unique to Australia, such as the duck-
billed platypus. Tell me about the weird and wonderful wildlife in your country.

4. Australia is home to some of the world’s most famous people, including

actors, like Cate Blanchett and Russell Crowe, and sports stars, such as
Shane Warne. Tell me about famous people from your country.

5 . One of the biggest issues facing Australia today is climate change. How

has your country been affected by this phenomenon, and what are you doing
to help reduce the impact of climate change?

6 . When you go on holiday are you a tourist or a traveller?
What are the main differences between each kind of visitor?

[ . In Australia there is a tradition, handed down by Aboriginal Australians, to

“go walkabout” — which means to go travelling for an extended period of time.
Would you give up your education or work for a year and go travelling?
Why? / Why not? Where would you like to visit? How would you kill time?

8 . Are you a fan of Australian culture? Have you ever had any problems
understanding the Australian accent? Do you know any Australian slang?
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Agree or Disagree?

Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Say why. Find out what your partner thinks,
and mark the boxes with v for agree and X for disagree:
Me: My Partner:

[

1. Australia is a great country.

2. My country is very different from Australia.

3. “My favourite thing is to go where I've never been.” — Diane Arbus

4. I'll never be able to visit Australia, because it's too far away.

5. Australia is a land of incredible contrasts.

6. Tourists do more harm than good to the places that they visit.

7. Australia is “the promised land” for many foreigners.

8. “Travelling makes a man wiser, but less happy.” — Thomas Jefferson

9. I wish | lived in Australia.

10. I would be too scared to “go walkabout” in the Australian Outback.

O 0O 000000000
O 0O 00000000

11. “The traveller sees what he sees, the tourist sees what he has
come to see.” — G. K. Chesterton

[
[

12. Flying to Australia would be really bad for my carbon footprint!

[
[

13. “The whole object of travel is not to set foot on foreign land; it is

at last to set foot on one’s own country as a foreign land.”
— G. K. Chesterton

14. When | go on holiday, I'm more of a traveller than a tourist. O O

O
O

15. If you're prepared to work hard, you can do alright in Australia.

16. Australia is just a great big desert. D D
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Talk a Lot

Australia

Role Plays

1. “This is for Pru in Woolloomooloo!”

Place:
Time:
Characters:
Situation:

Scenes:

A travel agent’'s

10.34 am

You and a rather bizarre travel agent

You want to book a return flight to Perth in Western Australia to visit your
sister, who you haven't seen for four years. You'd also like to book a three- or
four-star hotel for twenty nights, and hire a rental car...

i) Tell the travel agent your plans and ask them to arrange your flight,
accommodation, and car. The travel agent — who behaves quite oddly
throughout — takes your payment and promises to mail you your tickets

i) A few days later, you receive your tickets, but the travel agent has booked
you two weeks in Woolloomooloo — a docklands suburb of Sydney, New
South Wales — on the other side of Australia. Go back to complain. The travel
agent explains that their ex-wife, Pru, lives in Woolloomooloo, and begs you
to take them a package (ten blue cotton handkerchiefs)

i) You decide to be philosophical about the mix-up and agree to take the
package to Woolloomooloo. When you return to your country, you rush back
to the travel agent’s with an urgent, shocking message from their relative...

If there are three people in the group, the third character could be:

a) The travel agent’s ex-wife, Pru from Woolloomooloo
b) Your sister, who is disappointed that you went to Sydney rather than Perth

2. “Have | told you my dingo stories?”

Place:
Time:
Characters:
Situation:

Scenes:

A remote part of the Australian Outback

A starry night. 1.26 am

You and a colleague

Your work has organised a team-building walking expedition in the Outback
where you have to carry all of your own kit and make a camp every night
beneath the stars. The rest of your colleagues are fast asleep, except one...

i) Remind your colleague of the time when you once fought off an aggressive
dingo. Your colleague is sceptical, but can’t sleep, due to insomnia

i) A few minutes later: recall a tall tale about how you once witnessed a dingo
killing an elephant at a safari park in New Delhi. Your colleague tries to sleep
iii) Your colleague has finally got to sleep. However, you suddenly notice a
pack of wild dingoes approaching your camp. You try to wake your colleague,
but they find it hard to believe your stories, and would much rather sleep...

If there are three people in the group, the third character could be:

a) Another colleague, who is allergic to absolutely everything in the Outback
b) A grizzled old Bushman, who is an expert at rounding up pesky dingoes
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Australia

Role Plays

Role Play Extensions

Here are some additional situations for students to use as starting points for new role plays
based on the topic of “Australia™

K

Australia

1. It's your first day at work on a popular Australian soap opera. You are a famous soap actor
and you believe that you will be the number one actor on the show. However, you meet
another actor, who is also starting work there today. You're very jealous of this actor because
they have had parts in successful Hollywood movies, and you haven't. First speak to the
director about getting a bigger part in the soap than your rival. Use your influence as a well-
known soap star to persuade them. Next speak to the lighting designer and camera operator
about making yourself look slimmer on camera than your rival. Offer them a few dollars to
make it worth their while. Finally, speak to the make-up artist about your rival. Offer them the
use of your luxury yacht if they will make your rival appear less tanned than you...

2. You are on a boring coach trip in the Australian Outback with a large party of tourists. You
stop at a small town by a creek where everybody is shown how to pan for gold. A few people
find very small nuggets of unrefined gold, and everybody gets very excited. Suddenly you
uncover a huge gold nugget that weighs about 2 kg. Your dilemma is how to get it back onto
the coach without anybody else noticing it. First, the tour group leader wanders over to see
how you're getting on; then a nosey middle-aged tourist wants to borrow your shovel; and
finally one of the locals from a nearby watering hole comes over to invite everybody for a
drink. Whatever happens, don’t let anybody else get your gold!

<
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/ Australia

Vocabulary Test

First Language English

kangaroo

rainforest

mining

drought

coast

duck-billed platypus

forest fire

climate change

melting pot

gold rush

Pacific Ocean

soap opera

great white shark

footy

koala bear

emu

convict

minerals

immigration

boomerang
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Talk a Lot

Lesson Test — Australia

A) Write the number of syllables in each word or phrase in the boxes below:

boomerang climate change transportation Queensland Kylie Minogue Brisbane

( 7\ ( 7\ ( 7\ ( 7\ ( 7\ ( N\
L ) L ) L ) L ) L J U J
didgeridoo  Pacific Ocean pom rainforest emu gold rush

- ~ - ~ - ~ - ~ - N N
(. J/ (. J/ (. J/ (. J/ (. J/ (. J

B) Each starting sentence below contains two errors. Circle the errors and correct them:

1. We was climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted her angle.
2. Jonathan often say that Sydney is the most perfect place in earth.

3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley next Friday with her mates Gavin.

4. After Canberra we'll flight straight two Brisbane.

C) Write 8 words or phrases connected with Australia in alphabetical order, and translate
them into your language. Do not include words or phrases from question A):

Complete the sentence blocks:

D) Verb Form:

- Darren has to write an assignment about injured kangaroos.

- 1. does Darren have to write an assignment about?

- Injured 2. .

- 3. Darren have to write an assignment about injured kangaroos?
-4, , he does.

- Does Darren 5. write an assignment about boomerangs through
the ages?

- No, he 6. . Darren doesn’t have to write an assignment about

boomerangs through the ages.

E) verb Form:

- If the footy match is cancelled, we’ll have a barbie instead!

-When 7. we have a barbie?

- If the footy match 8. cancelled.

- Will 9. have a barbie if the footy match is cancelled?

- Yes, we 10. .

-11. we have a barbie if the footy match goes ahead?

-12. , we won't. We won't have a barbie if the footy match goes
ahead.
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Australia

Lesson Test
Answers

A) boomerang (3); climate change (3); transportation (4); Queensland (2); Kylie Minogue (4);
Brisbane (2).

didgeridoo (4); Pacific Ocean (5); pom (1); rainforest (3); emu (2); gold rush (2).

B) 1. We was were climbing down Sydney Harbour Bridge, when Alison slipped and twisted
her angle ankle.

2. Jonathan often say says that Sydney is the most perfect place ir on earth.

3. Kelly went wine tasting in Barossa Valley next last Friday with her mates mate Gavin.

4. After Canberra we’'ll flight fly straight twe to Brisbane.

C) Answers will vary.

D) Verb form: modal verbs. 1. What. 2. kangaroos. 3. Does. 4. Yes. 5. have to. 6. doesn't.

E) Verb form: first conditional. 7. will. 8. is. 9. we. 10. will. 11. Will. 12. No.
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