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Books

Sentence Blocks

1. (Present Simple) | usually read a crime novel on the bus home.
What

2. (Present Continuous) Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library

to renew their library books.
Where

3 . (Past Simple) John forgot to take his geography book to class on

Tuesday.
When

4. (Past Continuous) We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for

more than half an hour.
How long

5 . (Present Perfect) Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.
Who

6 . (Modal Verbs) You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.
What

/. (Future Forms) Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest
thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday 28" May.
How many

8 . (First Conditional) If | remember the plot and characters of War and

Peace, I'll probably pass the literature exam.
Which

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Sentence Blocks

Note: the last two lines of each sentence block will vary. Below there are examples given for each sentence block,
but students should think of their own way to get the negative forms in the last line. See the Talk a Lot Elementary
Handbook for full instructions (available free from www.englishbanana.com).

Answers

1. (Present Simple) | usually read a crime novel on the bus home. / What do you usually read on the bus home? / A
crime novel. / Do you usually read a crime novel on the bus home? / Yes, | do. / Do you usually read a classic novel
on the bus home? / No, | don't. | don’t usually read a classic novel on the bus home.

2. (Present Continuous) Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books. / Where are
Sheila and her grandson driving to? / To the library. / Are Sheila and her grandson driving to the library to renew their
library books? / Yes, they are. / Are Sheila and her grandson driving to the bookstore to renew their library books? /
No, they aren’t. Sheila and her grandson aren’t driving to the bookstore to renew their library books.

3. (Past Simple) John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday. / When did John forget to take his
geography book to class? / On Tuesday. / Did John forget to take his geography book to class on Tuesday? / Yes, he
did. / Did John forget to take his geography book to class on Wednesday afternoon? / No, he didn’t. John didn’t forget
to take his geography book to class on Wednesday afternoon.

4. (Past Continuous) We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour. / How long were
you browsing in the second-hand bookshop for? / For more than half an hour. / Were you browsing in the second-
hand bookshop for more than half an hour? / Yes, we were. / Were you browsing in the second-hand bookshop for
about ten minutes? / No, we weren’t. We weren’t browsing in the second-hand bookshop for about ten minutes.

5. (Present Perfect) Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish. / Who has translated twelve books into
Spanish? / Erica has. / Has Erica translated twelve books into Spanish? / Yes, she has. / Has Robbie translated
twelve books into Spanish? / No, he hasn’t. Robbie hasn't translated twelve books into Spanish.

6. (Modal Verbs) You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want. / What can | copy later, if | want? / Some of
my ebooks. / Can | copy some of your ebooks later, if | want? / Yes, you can. / Can | copy some of your DVDs later, if
I want? / No, you can’t. You can't copy any of my DVDs later.

7. (Future Forms) Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday
28" May. / How many copies of his latest thriller will Gerald Forster sign at Harold's Bookshop on Thursday 28"
May? / Five hundred. / Will Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on
Thursday 28" May? / Yes, he will. / Will Gerald Forster sign five thousand copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s
Bookshop on Thursday 28" May? / No, he won't. Gerald Forster won't sign five thousand copies of his latest thriller at
Harold’'s Bookshop on Thursday 28" May.

8. (First Conditional) If | remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I'll probably pass the literature exam. /
Which exam will you probably pass if you remember the plot and characters of War and Peace? / The literature
exam. / Will you probably pass the literature exam, if you remember the plot and characters of War and Peace? /
Yes, | probably will. / Will you probably pass the chemistry exam, if you remember the plot and characters of War and
Peace? / No, | probably won't. | probably won't pass the chemistry exam, if | remember the plot and characters of
War and Peace.

Sentence Block Extensions

For all of the sentence block starting sentences there are at least two different wh- question words that can be used
to make sentence blocks. In one case seven different sentence blocks can be made from the same starting sentence
when using different wh- question words. There isn’'t room here to print in full all of the sentence block extensions
from this unit. Hopefully, the answers given above will give you the teacher (or you the student) enough guidance to
be able to make the sentence block extensions for this unit with confidence.

For example, let's look at the seventh starting sentence from this unit:

Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold's Bookshop on Thursday 28™ May.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Sentence Blocks

On the handout the wh- question word that is given is “How many”, but this starting sentence also works equally well
with six other wh- question words and phrases: “What” (x2), “Where”, “When”, “Who”, and “Which”:

What will Gerald Forster sign at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday 28" May? / Five hundred copies of his latest thriller.

What will Gerald Forster do at Harold's Bookshop on Thursday 28" May? / Sign five hundred copies of his latest
thriller.

Where will Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller on Thursday 28" May? / At Harold’s
Bookshop.

When will Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop? / On Thursday 28" May.

Who will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday 28" May? / Gerald Forster
will.

Which thriller will Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies of at Harold's Bookshop on Thursday 28" May? / His latest
thriller.

The idea is easy. Change the wh- question word each time and you can make several completely different sentence
blocks from the original starting sentence, simply by finding the relevant information for the answer in the starting
sentence. As you can see below, sometimes the same wh- question word can be used more than once to make
different sentence blocks.

You could cut out and give the section below to students:

Books

Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this unit using different “wh-"
guestion words:

WHAT WHERE | WHEN WHO WHY | WHICH HOW
1. what (2™) where | when who

what kind
2. what who why which
3. what (x2) where who which
4. what where who which
5. what (x2) which how many
6. what (2™) when who how many
7. what (x2) where when who which
8. what (x2)

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 from English Banana.com
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Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)
Books

1. | usually read a crime novel on the bus home.

2. Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books.

3. John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday.

4. We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour.

5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.

6. You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.

7. Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday the twenty
eighth of May.

8. If | remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I'll probably pass the literature exam.

Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Books

1. | usually read a crime novel bus home.

2. Sheila grandson driving library to renew library books.

3. John forgot to take geography book to class on Tuesday.

4, browsing second-hand bookshop half an hour.

5. Erica translated twelve books Spanish.

6 copy ebooks later, want.

7. Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday twenty
eighth of May.

8. If | remember plot characters of War Peace, I'll probably pass literature exam.

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com
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Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Books
1. | usually read a crime novel bus home.
2. Sheila grandson driving library to renew library books.

3. John forgot to take geography book to class on Tuesday.
4, browsing second-hand bookshop half our.

5. Erica translated twelve books Spanish.

6. copy ebooks later, want.
7. Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday twenty eighth of May.
8. If | remember plot characters of War Peace, I'll probably pass literature exam.

Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed
syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the
sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.

Books
zzzz| WL Al e ~ L= L:::::::::::::::::::L%L::L] ri=
1. | usually read a crime novel bus home.
=== L LOL | ~fl. [ ~fl: LWL [~fL Lrl=
2. Sheila grandson driving library to rene library books.
===(fll LflL======L EAfi: LflL Lrl: LI LTL=
3. John forgot to take geography book to class on Tuesday.

L~rl LEL L Ol===2Lrl: (ML=~ L=
4. browsing second-hand bookshop half an hour.

LEL::::::::L rl==m=m Ol
5. Erica translated twelve books Spanish.

LfIL L4l LEAL Lfll:
6. copy ebooks later, want.
= e B B R E K [Efl====LfL LOL LrL L%l {EL===== AL LEfl=
7. Gerald Forster sign five hundred copies latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday twenty eighth of May.
LEL LflL: LOL LWL LAl LfIL LA LfL L6l
8. If | remember plot characters of War Peace, I'll probably pass literature exam.
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] I (|11 usually (1] read ([]]] a i
| crime ]| novel 1] on 1] the |
: bus : : home. : : Sheila : : and :
| her il grandson i are i driving ]
: to : : the : : library : : to :
| renew I their ] library ] books. |
| John [ 1| forgot 1| to 1] | take |
: his : : geography : : book : : to :
i class i on | Tuesday. | We i
: were : : browsing : : in : : the :
next page >
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] second- 1] hand 1] bookshop ] for ]
: more : : than : : half : : an :
] hour. (| 1]] Erica 1] has (] ] translated i
: twelve : : books : : into : : Spanish. :
| You ] can |1 copy i some |
| of ] my ] ebooks ][] later, |
| if I you I want. 1] Gerald |
: Forster : : will : : sign : : five :
i hundred i copies | of | his i
: latest : : thriller : : at : : Harold's :
next page >

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com




Talk a Lot

Books

Connected Sentence Cards (Page 3/3)

] Bookshop i on Thursday the

: twenty : eighth of May.

] It ] I remember the

: plot : and characters of

| War | and Peace, 'l

| probably | pass the literature
: exam.
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I her i I grandson I H are i I driving I
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I renew | I their | I library | I books. I
I John I I forgot I I to | I take I
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I second- I I hand i I bookshop I I for H
I more : I than I I half I H an I
H hour. ] H Erica H I has I Itranslated I
I twelve I I books I H into : I Spanish. I
I You H I can I I copy | I some I
| of I I my | H ebooks I I later, H
| if I I you | I want. I I Gerald I
I Forster H I will I I sign I I five I
I hundred I I copies I i of I I his I
I latest I I thriller H : at I I Harold's I
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I Bookshopl i on I I Thursday H I the i
I twenty H : eighth I H of I I May. :
H It I ] I H I remember H I the ]
I plot I : and I I characters I : of I
I War ] and I I Peace, I | I’ I
I probably i I pass I I the H I literature H
H exam. I
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5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.

5 vowel sound:

it
i
i
i
1]

4  stressed syllable:

1 content word: Erica translated twelve books Spanish.
1 function word: has into

7  connecting sounds:

6 weak forms:

8 features of C.S.:

i
L

UL
UL

9 missing/new sound:

example(s) with
10 IPA:

3 suffixes:

3 compound nouns:

7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound L\l Intrusion a new sound appears — Lal, L', or L&l
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with LEL sound

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com
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5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.

5 vowel sound: LEL LEfL LEL LrL L6L
0 0 0 0 0
4  stressed syllable:
1 content word: Erica translated twelve books Spanish.
000 0O 0O 0 0 0 0

2 no. of syllables:

1 function word: has into

7  connecting sounds: | VC | | cc | | cv | | VC |

6 weak forms: W

8 features of C.S.: I C,E | | L | E, A | L | | L |

L\ /
9 missing/new sound: LUGL I-Cl- (T=l:
example(s) with L AL AT N EA A O ANl AN L R A Ans 2 A9

10 IPA: ple(s) Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish. LDEKefKa] oKie aoDaEle]Dl 1E0 DAraeré’lKl]DeeoaKpr

3 suffixes: Eric-a, translat-ed, Span-ish

3 compound nouns: none

7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound L\l Intrusion a new sound appears — Lal, L', or L&l
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with LEL sound

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com
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Discussion Words

novel chapter non-fiction fantasy
bookshop paperback author romance
science fiction library word index
illustration front cover genre story
plot title fiction thriller
spine play hardback character
biography paragraph ebook page number
introduction page poetry sentence
children’s book literature quotation contents
translation autobiography back cover reader

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Discussion Words (with the IPA)

LD&FIKTAL: DipdEéki]L: L&fl&DNfaKpaL: NG &K ]KedL:
LDAra:KpréL: LDéEfKé; KAOAL: LDIWI:q]L: 1&] rD'aj"vééL:
Lé~fKéééBNféKpéL: LDa~fK/':&éKéaL: L'l'%:W(;L: LDféK(;EééL:
LféK%éDl’:"JEpré’lL: LNé%'I'D;%TK] E LDwAw;Ké] E LDél’I:WKééL:
Léén:I il: LD|'~;K|’E1L= LDNfa:KpéLz LDqé;éK] E
LééjféL: Léé:EfL: LDU’\W(;T(Ac“)éL: LDé(‘)Ké; aKiL:
LA~fDafI(:5Ké] KNaL= LDéf)éK]:|<OéAWNL: LDaWK/';raL: LDéEfc;wK;%aKA] E
LF&K |'éDC:3/4éKpéL= LéEf:(;wL: Dé] rK':'] KiL: LDéEéK:i] &él:
] pféK(;é;c‘)KA ral: LDaf Ké:‘Kl' p]L: lan] rD:|’ Efkpal: LDéﬂéK:l’Eél’ CE
Lié‘éé[):aEpréL: LIKi] KA~fD:afIOKé] (HE LA(‘)\D;%TK] E LDééWIZ(;] E
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General Questions

1. Are there any words or phrases that you don’t know? Find them in a dictionary.
2. Take some cards. Describe the word or phrase on a card without saying it.

3. How many words and phrases have... a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables,
d) 4 syllables, e) 6 syllables?

4. Put words and phrases with more than one syllable into groups according to where
the strong stress falls.

5. Put the words and phrases into alphabetical order.
6. Find and put into groups... a) compound nouns, b) words with suffixes.

7. Find words that... a) begin with a vowel sound, b) end with a vowel sound, c) begin
with a consonant sound, d) end with a consonant sound. Put them into sound groups.

8. Find words which contain silent letters (letters which are not pronounced).
9. How many words and phrases can you remember when they are all turned over?

10. Put words and phrases that contain the same sounds into groups, using the IPA.

Lesson Questions

1. Which word sounds like... a) slot, b) tray, c) stage, d) bird, e) wine, f) vital?

2. Which word is something that actors rehearse, then perform at a theatre?

3. This word means a person who write books.

4. Find all of the different kinds (genres) of books, e.g. “romance”, and describe them.
5. This is a place where | can buy books.

6. i) Find a word which has a weak stress schwa sound L]L on the... a) 1st syllable,
b) 2" syllable, c) 3" syllable, etc. ii) Do any words and phrases not have a schwa?

7. This is a book that | can download from the internet and read on a screen.
8. Which word means... a) opening, b) heading, c) tale, d) picture, e) verse?

9. This is a block of text in a book, or on a web page, that contains several different
sentences.

10. “I like a good story, so the of a novel is really important to me.”

11. You could use these two things to find a particular reference in a book.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Discussion Words Question Sheet

Answers

General Questions
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

3. a) 5 words have 1 syllable: word, plot, spine, play, page. b) 16 words have 2 syllables: novel, chapter, bookshop,
author, romance, index, genre, story, title, fiction, thriller, hardback, ebook, sentence, contents, reader. ¢) 14 words
and phrases have 3 syllables: non-fiction, fantasy, paperback, library, front cover, character, paragraph, back cover,
poetry, children’s book, literature, quotation, translation, page number. d) 4 words and phrases have 4 syllables:
introduction, illustration, biography, science fiction. e) 1 word has 6 syllables: autobiography.

4. 2 syllables: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: novel, chapter, bookshop, author, index,
genre, story, title, fiction, thriller, hardback, ebook, sentence, contents, reader; this word has the strong stress on
the second syllable: romance. 3 syllables: these words and phrases have the strong stress on the first syllable: page
number, paperback, library, character, paragraph, poetry, children’s book, literature, fantasy; these words and
phrases have the strong stress on the middle syllable: non-fiction, front cover, back cover, translation, quotation.

4 syllables: this word has the strong stress on the second syllable: biography; these words and phrases have the
strong stress on the third syllable: introduction, illustration, science fiction. 6 syllables: this word has the strong
stress on the fourth syllable: autobiography.

5. Author, autobiography, back cover, biography, bookshop, chapter, character, children’s book, contents, ebook,
fantasy, fiction, front cover, genre, hardback, illustration, index, introduction, library, literature, non-fiction, novel,
page, page number, paperback, paragraph, play, plot, poetry, quotation, reader, romance, science fiction, sentence,
spine, story, thriller, title, translation, word.

6. a) The following words are compound nouns: bookshop (book + shop), paperback (paper + back), hardback (hard
+ back). b) The following words and phrases contain suffixes: chapter, front cover, thriller, character, page number,
back cover, reader; non-fiction, science fiction, illustration, fiction, introduction, quotation, translation; biography,
autobiography; story, poetry; novel; fantasy; author; romance; library; index; genre; title; paragraph; sentence;
contents; literature; children’s book.

7. a) These words all begin with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): LllLl-author; LfL index, illustration,
introduction; Ll ebook.

b) These words and phrases all end with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): LiL autobiography, fantasy, library,
story, biography, poetry; L]L author, genre, front cover, thriller, character, number, reader, back cover, chapter,
literature; LEfL play.

c) These words and phrases all begin with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): LéL paperback, paragraph,
plot, page;-lél science fiction, spine, sentence;=l&L novel, non-fiction;il title, translation;:.4L contents, quotation;
LAL bookshop; L&l romance; Ll word; LiiL fiction; LUL hardback; Lipl children’s book.

d) These words and phrases all end with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): LAl translation, non-fiction,
science fiction, illustration, fiction, spine, introduction, quotation;-laL paperback, ebook, hardback, children’s book;
L&l romance, index, sentence, contents; LA title, novel; L&L bookshop; LCL word; Lil plot; Ll paragraph; LCwlL page.

8. Many English words contain one or more silent letters — letters which are part of the spelling of a word, but which
are not pronounced. The aim of this activity is to demonstrate how so often the spelling of a word in English is
different from how it sounds when spoken. Below are some good examples of words in this group of discussion
words that have silent letters. The silent letters are shown in brackets. No doubt your students will be able to identify
some more.

paperba [c] k, autho [r], romanc [e], thril [1] er, spin [€], re [a] der, introduct [i] on, pag [€], ¢ [h] aracter

9. Answers will vary.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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10. There are many possible answers to this question; for example, “chapter”, “fantasy”, and “character” all contain
the vowel sound LOAL. Use the phonetic chart on p.18.6 of the Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook (available free from
www.englishbanana.com/talkalot) and the phonetic spellings of the vocabulary words on the Discussion Words (with
the IPA) handout to help your students put the words into sound groups.

Lesson Questions
1. a) plot. b) play. c) page. d) word. e) spine. f) title.

2. Play.
3. Author.

4. The different genres of books are: children’s book — a book written specially for children; fantasy — a book
featuring plots and characters that would not be possible in the real world; romance — a love story; science fiction —
a book with a plot about how the future could be; fiction — a book which is not true, but has been made up by the
author, e.g. a novel; thriller — a book with a fast-moving plot about crime; biography — somebody’s life story —
usually a famous person; literature — this word describes books written many years ago that have been accepted as
classics, e.g. “Oliver Twist” by Charles Dickens; autobiography — this is somebody’s life story — usually a famous
person — that has been written by the person whose life it describes; non-fiction — a book which is true, and has not
been made up, for example on a topic such as wildlife, history, geography, politics, cookery, etc.

5. Bookshop.

6. i) a) Words which have a weak stress schwa sound L]L on the 1* syllable: none. b) Words and phrases which
have a weak stress schwa sound L]L on the 2" syllable: reader, chapter, fantasy, paperback, author, science
fiction, library, illustration, genre, title, fiction, thriller, character, paragraph, introduction, poetry, sentence,
children’s book, novel. c) Words which have a weak stress schwa sound L]L on the 3" syllable: back cover,
biography, page number, character, front cover, quotation, translation, non-fiction, literature. d) Words which have
a weak stress schwa sound L]L on the 4™ syllable: science fiction, illustration, introduction. e) Words which have a
weak stress schwa sound L]L on the 5" syllable: autobiography. ii) 12 words don’t have a weak stress schwa sound:
bookshop, romance, word, index, story, plot, spine, play, hardback, ebook, page, contents.

7. Ebook.

8. a) introduction. b) title. c) story. d) illustration. e) poetry.
9. Paragraph.

10. Plot.

11. Contents — at the front of a book; index — at the back of a book.
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