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8. If you buy the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free. 
 

cc consonant sound to consonant sound   GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened 

cv consonant sound to vowel sound  Glottal stops an empty space without sound  L\L Intrusion a new sound appears – LàL, LïL, or LêL 

vc vowel sound to consonant sound  Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears 

vv vowel sound to vowel sound  Assimilation a sound changes R-linking syllables connect with  LêL  sound 
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5 vowel sound:  LÉL     L~rL      ===LáWL     ===LìWL    LáWL   
                 

4 stressed syllable: º      º          º    º  º  º  º  º     
                 

1 content word: get    soundtrack    CD  absolutely  free.   
                 

2 no. of syllables: º      º          º      º   º    º  º  º  º  º      
                 

1 function word:   the    on         
                 

7 connecting sounds:  cc  vc    cv   cc  vv  vc     
6 weak forms:   W    W         
8 features of C.S.:  E  L    L     G, E   I    L     

                 

9 missing/new sound:  LíL        LåL  LàL       
                 
10 example(s) with IPA: on CD absolutely free:  Lfl\KëáWDÇáWKàôÄKë]DäìWKäáDÑêáWL 
                 

3 suffixes: absolute-ly 
                 
3 compound nouns: soundtrack (sound + track) 

 
    7    connecting sounds:                                                    8    features of connected speech: 
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blockbuster 

 
home movie 

 
record 

 
classic 

 
 

pause 
 

 
film 

 
sequel 

 
screenplay 

 
subtitles 

 
flop 

 
widescreen 

 

 
romance 

 
DVD player 

 
projectionist 

 
cinema 

 
DVD 

 
 

star 
 

 
horror 

 
comedy 

 
forward 

 
box office 

 
actor 

 
plot 

 
video camera 

 
 

review 
 

 
action 

 
surround sound 

 
popcorn 

 
rental 

 

 
animation 

 
soundtrack 

 
actress 

 
director 

 

 
award 

 
special effects 

 
play 

 
drama 

 

 
editor 

 
download 

 
hero 
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=
LDÄäflâKÄ¾ëKí]L=

 

=
LÜ]rDãìWKîáL=

 

=
LêfDâlWÇL=

 

=
LDâäôëKfâL=

 
=

LélWòL=
 

=
LÑfäãL=

 

=
LDëáWKâï]äL=

 

=
LDëâêáWãKéäÉfL=

 
=

LDë¾ÄKí~fKí]äòL=
 

=
LÑäfléL=

 

=
LDï~fÇKëâêáWåL=

 

=
Lê]rDãôåëL=

 
=

LÇáWKîáWDÇáWKéäÉfKà]L=
 

=
Léê]DÇwÉâKpåKfëíL=

 

=
LDëfåK]Kã]L=

 

=
LÇáWKîáWDÇáWL=

 
=

Lëí^WL=
 

=
LDÜflêK]L=

 

=
LDâflãK]KÇáL=

 

=
LDÑlWKï]ÇL=

 
=

LDÄflâKëflÑKfëL=
 

=
LDôâKí]L=

 

=
LéäflíL=

 

=
LDîfÇKfKà]rKâôãKê]L=

 

=
LêfDîàìWL=

 

=
LDôâKpåL=

 

=
Lë]Dê~råKë~råÇL=

 

=
LDéfléKâlWåL=

 
=

LDêÉåKíäL=
 

=
LôåKfDãÉfKpåL=

 

=
LDë~råKíêôâL=

 

=
LDôâKíê]ëL=

 
=

LÇ~fDêÉâKí]L=
 

=
L]DïlWÇL=

 

=
LëéÉpKäKfDÑÉâëL=

 

=
LéäÉfL=

 
=

LDÇê^WKã]L=
 

=
LDÉÇKfKí]L=

 

=
LDÇ~råKä]rÇL=

 

=
LDÜf]Kê]rL=
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Images reproduced by kind permission of: http://www.wordle.net/ 
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General Questions 
 

1. Are there any words or phrases that you don’t know? Find them in a dictionary. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word or phrase on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words and phrases have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, 

d) 4 syllables, e) 5 syllables? 
 

4. Put words and phrases with more than one syllable into groups according to where 
the strong stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words and phrases into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Find and put into groups… a) compound nouns, b) words with suffixes. 

 
7. Put together words and phrases that have the same number of letters. 

 
8. Put together words and phrases that start with the same letter. 

 
9. How many words and phrases can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
10. Put words and phrases that contain the same sounds into groups, using the IPA. 

 
 

Lesson Questions 
 

1. Which word sounds like… a) hot, b) equal, c) car, d) karma, e) zero, f) day, g) floors? 
 
2. Find all of the different people, and say what each one does. 

 
3. This format replaced video cassettes in the 1990s. 

 
4. This is both a kind of film and a kind of television. 

 
5. Which word is a compound noun meaning a snack that people often eat while 

watching a film? 
 

6. Put together all of the words which are commands on a remote control or media 
player console, and put them into a logical order. 

 
7. This is a film that wasn’t very popular. 

 
8. a) Find all of the different film genres. b) Say two film titles for each genre.  

c) Put them into order, from your favourite to your least favourite. 
 

9. This phrase is a place where you could buy a ticket to watch a film. 
 

10. Find the words beginning with a vowel sound and put them into sound groups. 
 

11. This is a film that gets made if the original film is successful. 
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Answers 
 
General Questions 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 6 words have 1 syllable: pause, film, flop, star, plot, play. b) 19 words have 2 syllables: record, classic, sequel, 
screenplay, widescreen, romance, horror, forward, actor, review, action, popcorn, rental, soundtrack, actress, award, 
drama, download, hero. c) 10 words and phrases have 3 syllables: blockbuster, home movie, subtitles, cinema, DVD, 
comedy, box office, surround sound, director, editor. d) 3 words and phrases have 4 syllables: projectionist, 
animation, special effects. e) 2 phrases have 5 syllables: DVD player, video camera. 
 
4. 2 syllables: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: classic, sequel, screenplay, widescreen, 
horror, forward, actor, action, popcorn, rental, soundtrack, actress, drama, download, hero; these words have the 
strong stress on the second syllable: record, romance, review, award. 3 syllables: these words and phrases have 
the strong stress on the first syllable: blockbuster, subtitles, cinema, comedy, box office, editor; these words and 
phrases have the strong stress on the middle syllable: director, surround sound, home movie; this word has the 
strong stress on the last syllable: DVD. 4 syllables: this word has the strong stress on the second syllable: 
projectionist; this word has the strong stress on the third syllable: animation; this phrase has the strong stress on the 
fourth syllable: special effects. 5 syllables this phrase has the strong stress on the first syllable: video camera; this 
phrase has the strong stress on the third syllable: DVD player. 
 
5. Action, actor, actress, animation, award, blockbuster, box office, cinema, classic, comedy, director, download, 
drama, DVD, DVD player, editor, film, flop, forward, hero, home movie, horror, pause, play, plot, popcorn, 
projectionist, record, rental, review, romance, screenplay, sequel, soundtrack, special effects, star, subtitles, surround 
sound, video camera, widescreen. 
 
6. a) The following words are compound nouns: blockbuster (block + buster), download (down + load), popcorn (pop 
+ corn), screenplay (screen + play), soundtrack (sound + track), widescreen (wide + screen). b) The following words 
contain suffixes: actor, director, editor, horror; action, animation; cinema, drama; actress; sequel; comedy; 
forward; hero; projectionist; rental; review; romance. 
 
7. 3 letters: DVD. 4 letters: film, flop, hero, play, plot, star. 5 letters: actor, award, drama, pause. 6 letters: action, 
cinema, comedy, editor, horror, record, rental, review, sequel. 7 letters: actress, classic, forward, popcorn, romance. 
8 letters: director, download. 9 letters: animation, box office, DVD player, home movie, subtitles. 10 letters: 
screenplay, soundtrack, widescreen. 11 letters: blockbuster, video camera. 13 letters: projectionist, surround sound. 
14 letters: special effects. 
 
8. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
9. Answers will vary. 
 
10. There are many possible answers to this question; for example, “blockbuster”, “flop”, “horror”, “comedy”, “box 
office”, “plot”, and “popcorn” all contain the vowel sound  LflL. Use the phonetic chart on p.18.6 of the Talk a Lot 
Elementary Handbook (available free from www.englishbanana.com) and the phonetic spellings of the vocabulary 
words on the Discussion Words (with the IPA) handout to help your students put the words into sound groups. 
 
 
Lesson Questions 
 
1. a) plot. b) sequel. c) star. d) drama. e) hero. f) play. g) pause. 
 
2. The different people are: projectionist – works at the cinema and makes sure that the film plays properly; star – a 
famous actor or actress who has the main role in a high-profile film; actor – a man who acts, e.g. in a film, play, TV 
show, etc. (note: actor can also mean a woman who acts); actress – a woman who acts; director – the person who 
is in charge of making a film, play, TV show, etc.; editor – the person who is in charge of cutting together the scenes 
in a film or TV show. 
 
3. DVD. 
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4. Widescreen. 
 
5. Popcorn. 
 
6. Answers will vary. Suggested answer:      review      play pause      forward      record 
 
7. Flop. 
 
8. a) The different film genres are: blockbuster, classic, sequel, romance, horror, comedy, action, animation, drama. 
b) Answers will vary. Suggested answers: blockbuster – Hulk, Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull; 
classic – Gone with the Wind, The Godfather; sequel – The Godfather Part II, Batman Returns; romance –  
Sleepless in Seattle, Pride and Prejudice; horror – Nightmare on Elm Street, Frankenstein; comedy – Anchorman: 
The Legend of Ron Burgundy, Tropic Thunder; action – Die Hard, Under Siege; animation – Shrek, Beauty and the 
Beast; drama – Australia, Raging Bull. c) Answers will vary. 
 
9. Box office. 
 
10. The following words begin with a vowel sound: LôL=actor, action, animation, actress; L]L award; LÉL=editor. 
 
11. Sequel. 
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Student A 
Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four films. 
Which film would you rent for a night in with… a) your partner, b) your friends? Why? 
 
 The Pirate Ye Yan (The Night Banquet) 
Director Vincente Minnelli  
Main Actors  Ziyi Zhang, You Ge 
Genre  historical drama 
Plot A young woman falls in love with a famous 

pirate, who is really just an actor 
 

Country / Language  China / Mandarin 
Year of Release 1948  
Awards and 
Nominations 

 Hong Kong Film Award (Best 
Supporting Actress) 

 
 Central do Brasil (Central Station) Shaun of the Dead 
Director Walter Salles Edgar Wright 
Main Actors   
Genre drama zombie romantic comedy 
Plot  Shaun becomes a hero by defeating an 

army of the undead 
Country / Language  UK / English 
Year of Release   
Awards and 
Nominations 

Golden Berlin Bear (Best Director),  
Silver Condor (Best Foreign Film) 

 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Student B 
Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four films. 
Which film would you rent for a night in with… a) your partner, b) your friends? Why? 
 
 The Pirate Ye Yan (The Night Banquet) 
Director  Xiaogang Feng 
Main Actors Judy Garland, Gene Kelly  
Genre musical  
Plot  An adaptation of Hamlet, set in China in 

907 AD during the Tang Dynasty 
Country / Language USA / English  
Year of Release  2006 
Awards and 
Nominations 

Oscar® nominated (Best Music)  

 
 Central do Brasil (Central Station) Shaun of the Dead 
Director   
Main Actors Fernanda Montenegro, Marília Pêra Simon Pegg, Nick Frost 
Genre   
Plot An emotional journey taken by a 9 year- 

old boy in search of his father 
 

Country / Language Brazil / Portuguese and German  
Year of Release 1998 2004 
Awards and 
Nominations 

 Empire Award (Best British Film), 
BAFTA (Best British Film) 
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Answers 
 
Films – Which film would you rent? 
 
Task: “Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four films. Which film would 
you rent for a night in with… a) your partner, b) your friends? Why?” 
 
 The Pirate Ye Yan (The Night Banquet) 
Director Vincente Minnelli Xiaogang Feng 
Main Actors Judy Garland, Gene Kelly Ziyi Zhang, You Ge 
Genre musical historical drama 
Plot A young woman falls in love with a famous 

pirate, who is really just an actor 
An adaptation of Hamlet, set in China in 
907 AD during the Tang Dynasty 

Country / Language USA / English China / Mandarin 
Year of Release 1948 2006 
Awards and 
Nominations 

Oscar® nominated (Best Music) Hong Kong Film Award (Best Supporting 
Actress) 

 
 Central do Brasil (Central Station) Shaun of the Dead 
Director Walter Salles Edgar Wright 
Main Actors Fernanda Montenegro, Marília Pêra Simon Pegg, Nick Frost 
Genre drama zombie romantic comedy 
Plot An emotional journey taken by a 9 year- 

old boy in search of his father 
Shaun becomes a hero by defeating an 
army of the undead  

Country / Language Brazil / Portuguese and German UK / English 
Year of Release 1998 2004 
Awards and 
Nominations 

Golden Berlin Bear (Best Director),  
Silver Condor (Best Foreign Film) 

Empire Award (Best British Film), BAFTA 
(Best British Film) 

 
“Which film would you rent…?” Answers will vary. Ensure that students produce reasons for their choices, and why 
they rejected the other films. They could also think of other people that they would watch each film with, and why. For 
example: “I would watch Shaun of the Dead with my boyfriend, because he loves horror films...!” etc. 
 
Sample Questions     Sample Answers 
 
Who directed __________?      __________ directed __________. 
Who are the main actors in __________?  The main actors in __________ are __________. 
Who stars in __________?    __________ star in __________. 
What kind of film is __________?   It’s a __________. 
What is __________ about?    It’s... / __________ is about __________. 
Tell me the plot of __________.   __________. 
Which country does __________ come from?  It comes from __________ . 
Which language is __________ in?   It’s in __________. 
When was __________ released?   It was released in __________. 
Has __________ won any awards? Yes, __________ has won __________  / No, but it was 

nominated for... 
Which awards has __________ won?   It’s won __________. / It hasn’t won any awards. 
 
Examples 
 
Who stars in Shaun of the Dead?   Simon Pegg and Nick Frost star in Shaun of the Dead. 
What is Ye Yan about? It’s an adaptation of Hamlet, set in China in 907 AD... 
When was Central do Brasil released?   It was released in 1998. 
Has The Pirate won any awards?   No, but it was nominated for an Oscar® for Best Music. 
  
[etc.] 
 
Extension: you could try to encourage some comparative/superlative questions and sentences too, for example: 
 
Which film is the oldest?    The Pirate is the oldest. 
The Pirate is a musical, whereas Sean of the Dead is a zombie romantic comedy. [etc.] 
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Outnumbered (Original Text) 
Line 
1 Maggie was sitting at the kitchen table working on a school project with her friend  
2 Amy. Kathleen came in and put her shopping bags on the worktop. 
3  “Hi, Maggie. Hi Amy,” said Kathleen. “Hi, Mrs. Jones,” replied Amy. 
4  “What are you two up to?” 
5  “We’ve got to write a film review for school,” said Maggie. “I’m doing mine on  
6 Scary Movie, and Amy is doing hers on Scary Movie 2.”  
7  “Which is better?” asked Kathleen, smiling, “The original is usually the best.” 
8  The back door flew open and Dennis ambled in. He slumped in a chair 
9 and began attacking the sausage rolls that Kathleen had just unpacked. He grunted  
10 incoherently. “What’s up with you?” asked his mum kindly. 
11  “He’s got girl trouble,” laughed Maggie, looking up from her notebook.  
12  “How so?” asked Kathleen, “Tell me, love. I’m all ears.” “We saw him at the  
13 cinema last night chatting up Mandy White,” said Amy helpfully.  
14  “But I thought you were going out with Sarah Shaw?” Kathleen was confused. 
15  “Sarah doesn’t need to know,” scowled Dennis, helping himself to a third  
16 chocolate éclair. “But what if she somehow found out?” asked Maggie, reaching for  
17 her phone. Dennis got up and shook the crumbs from his overalls. “I’m going back  
18 out, mum,” he said, still with a mouthful of pastry, “I’m a bit outnumbered here!”   

(223 words) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Outnumbered (Text with 20 Differences) 
 
Maggie was sitting   1. on (at)   the kitchen table working on a school project with her friend  
2. Jamie (Amy). Kathleen came in and put her shopping bags on the   3. table (worktop). 

“Hi, Maggie. Hi Amy,” said Kathleen. “Hi, Mrs. Jones,”   4. said (replied)   Amy. 
“What are you two   5. doing (up to)?” 
“We’ve got to write a film review for school,” said Maggie. “I’m doing   6. my (mine)  

on Scary Movie, and Amy is doing hers on Scary Movie 2.”  
“Which is   7. best (better)?” asked Kathleen, smiling, “The original is usually the     

8. bet (best).” 
The back door flew open and Dennis ambled in. He   9. jumped (slumped)   in a 

chair and began attacking the   10. bread (sausage)   rolls that Kathleen had just unpacked. 
He grunted   11. clearly (incoherently). “What’s up with you?” asked his mum    
12. quietly (kindly). 

“He’s got girl trouble,” laughed Maggie, looking up from her   13. books (notebook).  
“How so?” asked Kathleen, “Tell me, love.   14. Am (I’m)   all ears.” “We saw him at 

the cinema last night chatting up   15. Andie (Mandy)   White,” said Amy helpfully. 
“But I thought you were going out with Sarah   16. Short (Shaw)?” Kathleen was 

confused. 
“Sarah doesn’t need to   17. note (know),” scowled Dennis, helping himself to a    

18. furred (third)   chocolate éclair. “But what if she somehow found out?” asked    
19. Kathleen (Maggie), reaching for her phone. Dennis got up and shook the crumbs from 
his overalls. “I’m going back out, mum,” he said, still with a mouthful of   20. gravy (pastry), 
“I’m a bit outnumbered here!” 
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Outnumbered (Gap-Fill – Function Words) 
 
Maggie was sitting   1. ________________   the kitchen table working on a school project 
with her friend Amy. Kathleen came in and put   2. ________________   shopping bags on 
the worktop. 

“Hi, Maggie. Hi Amy,” said Kathleen. “Hi, Mrs. Jones,” replied Amy. 
 “What   3. ________________   you two up to?” 

“We’ve got   4. ________________   write a film review for school,” said Maggie. “I’m 
doing mine on Scary Movie,   5. ________________   Amy is doing hers on Scary Movie 2.”  

“Which is better?” asked Kathleen, smiling, “The original is usually  
6. ________________   best.” 

The back door flew open and Dennis ambled   7. ________________. He slumped in 
8. ________________   chair and began attacking the sausage rolls   9. ________________  
Kathleen had just unpacked. He grunted incoherently. “What’s up    10. ________________ 
you?” asked   11. ________________   mum kindly. 

“He’s got girl trouble,” laughed Maggie, looking up from her notebook.  
“How so?” asked Kathleen, “Tell me, love. I’m all ears.” “12. _______________   saw 

him at the cinema last night chatting up Mandy White,” said Amy helpfully.  
“But I thought you   13. ________________   going out with Sarah Shaw?” Kathleen 

was confused. 
“Sarah doesn’t need to know,” scowled Dennis, helping   14. ________________   to 

a third chocolate éclair. “But what if she somehow found out?” asked Maggie, reaching for  
her phone. Dennis got up   15. ________________   shook the crumbs from his overalls. “I’m 
going back out, mum,” he said, still with a mouthful of pastry, “I’m a bit outnumbered here!”   
 
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Outnumbered (Multiple Choice – Use of English) 

 
 
Maggie   1. a) were, b) was, c) been   sitting at the kitchen table working on   2. a) a,  
b) some, c) that   school project with her friend Amy. Kathleen came in and put her shopping 
3. a) centre, b) trolley, c) bags   on the worktop. 
 “Hi, Maggie. Hi Amy,” said Kathleen. “4. a) Hi, b) Goodbye, c) Yes, Mrs. Jones,” 
replied Amy. “5. a) How, b) When, c) What   are you two up to?” 
 “We’ve got to write a film review for school,” said Maggie. “I’m doing   6. a) this,  
b) hers, c) mine   on Scary Movie, and Amy is doing hers on Scary Movie 2.”  
 “Which is better?” asked Kathleen, smiling, “The   7. a) sequels, b) original,  
c) film   is usually the best.” 
 The back door   8. a) flew, b) flied, c) was flying   open and Dennis ambled in. He 
slumped in a   9. a) table, b) chair, c) book   and began attacking the sausage    
10. a) eggs, b) cakes, c) rolls   that Kathleen had just unpacked. He grunted incoherently. 
“What’s up with you?” asked his mum   11. a) suddenly, b) kindly, c) quietly. 
 “He’s got girl trouble,” laughed Maggie, looking up from her   12. a) notebook, 
b) worktop, c) plate. “How so?” asked Kathleen, “Tell   13. a) her, b) them, c) me, love. I’m 
all ears.” “We saw him at the cinema last night   14. a) chatting, b) telling, c) chatting up   
Mandy White,” said Amy helpfully.  
 “But I thought you were going out with Sarah Shaw?” Kathleen was confused. 
 “Sarah doesn’t need to know,” scowled Dennis, helping himself to a third chocolate 
éclair. “But what if she somehow found   15. a) it, b) up, c) out?” asked Maggie, reaching for 
her phone. Dennis got up and shook the crumbs from his overalls. “I’m going back out, mum,” 
he said, still with a mouthful of pastry, “I’m a bit outnumbered here!” 
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Outnumbered (Comprehension Questions) 
 

1. What did Dennis eat first? 
2. What was wrong with Dennis, according to 

Maggie? 
3. What did Amy call Kathleen? 
4. Where was Maggie sitting when Kathleen 

came in? 
5. Which door did Dennis come in by? 
6. Which film was Amy writing about? 
7. Where did Maggie and Amy see Dennis? 
8. What were Maggie and Amy doing when 

Kathleen came in? 
9. What was Maggie writing in? 
10. Who was Maggie sitting with when 

Kathleen came in? 
11. What was Maggie and Amy’s school 

project? 
12. Who is Dennis supposed to be going out 

with? 
13. How many chocolate éclairs did Dennis 

eat? 
14. Did Maggie talk to her brother? 
15. How many people were working on a 

school project? 

16. What was Dennis wearing? 
17. What is Amy’s friend called? 
18. Who grunted incoherently? 
19. What did Maggie reach for? 
20. When did Maggie and Amy see Dennis at 

the cinema? 
21. Where did Kathleen put her shopping 

bags. 
22. Which room were Amy and Maggie 

working in? 
23. Where did Dennis have crumbs? 
24. How many people were in the kitchen at 

the beginning of the story? 
25. Did Kathleen have more than one 

shopping bag? 
26. Who is Amy? 
27. Which film was Maggie doing her project 

on? 
28. What does Dennis call Mrs. Jones? 
29. Who was Dennis chatting up? 
30. Why did Dennis go back out? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Outnumbered (True, False, or Unknown?) 

 
1. Maggie is Amy’s friend from work. 
2. Maggie likes Scary Movie. 
3. Kathleen has got big ears. 
4. Amy and Maggie are friends. 
5. At the beginning of the story, Maggie and 

Amy are working on their project. 
6. Dennis likes sauage rolls. 
7. Kathleen comes home after going 

shopping. 
8. Dennis comes home from work. 
9. Amy is doing her project on Scary Movie. 
10. Dennis spoke with his mouth full. 
11. Dennis walks in quickly. 
12. Maggie is Kathleen’s mum. 
13. Dennis wants to go out with both Sarah 

and Amy. 
14. Dennis likes spring rolls. 

15. Dennis wants to go out with both Sarah 
and Mandy. 

16. Maggie phoned Sarah Shaw. 
17. Amy and Maggie were winding up Dennis. 
18. Amy likes Dennis. 
19. Dennis was wearing clean overalls. 
20. Amy was at the cinema last night. 
21. Dennis came in by the front door. 
22. Kathleen spoke to Dennis kindly. 
23. Dennis is going out with Sarah Shaw. 
24. Dennis was full of the joys of youth. 
25. Dennis came in by the back door. 
26. Kathleen was unpacking her shopping. 
27. Dennis felt outnumbered. 
28. Dennis has got problems with girls. 
29. Maggie is Amy’s best friend. 
30. Kathleen came in carrying two shopping 

bags.
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Glossary of New Words 
 

Here are some words and phrases from the text that may be new to students. You could 
either pre-teach them, or encourage your students to find translations in a bi-lingual dictionary 
and write them in the gaps below. Stressed syllables are underlined. 
 
 

1. worktop (noun: work surface in kitchen)  _____________________________ 

2. to be up to something (phr. verb: to be doing something) __________________________ 

3. amble (verb: to walk slowly)    _____________________________ 

4. slump (verb: to sit in a very relaxed way) _____________________________ 

5. attack (verb: in this context, to eat quickly and greedily) _______________________ 

6. sausage roll (noun: sausage meat baked in pastry) __________________________ 

7. grunt (verb: trying to speak without words) _____________________________ 

8. incoherently (adverb: not clearly; cannot be understood) ______________________ 

9. I’m all ears (colloquial: I’m listening; tell me) _____________________________ 

10. chat up (phrasal verb: try to impress a potential partner) ______________________ 

11. go out with (phr. verb: to be in a close relationship with) ______________________ 

12. help yourself (phr. verb: to take without asking) _____________________________ 

13. chocolate éclair (noun: chocolate-covered pastry with cream) _________________________ 

14. crumb (noun: small flake of pastry or bread) _____________________________ 

15. be outnumbered (phr. verb: more people are against you than for you) ___________________ 

 
Answers 
 
Outnumbered (Gap-Fill – Function Words) 
 
1. at 
2. her 
3. are 
4. to 
5. and 

6. the 
7. in 
8. a 
9. that 
10. with 

11. his 
12. We 
13. were 
14. himself 
15. and 

 
 
Outnumbered (Multiple Choice – Use of English) 
 
1. b) 
2. a) 
3. c) 
4. a) 
5. c) 

6. c) 
7. b) 
8. a) 
9. b) 
10. c) 

11. b) 
12. a) 
13. c) 
14. c) 
15. c) 
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Outnumbered (Comprehension Questions) 
 

1. Sausage rolls. 
2. He had girl trouble. 
3. Mrs. Jones. 
4. At the kitchen table. 
5. The back door. 
6. Scary Movie 2. 
7. At the cinema. 
8. Working on a school project. 
9. Her notebook. 
10. Amy. 
11. To write a film review. 
12. Sarah Shaw. 
13. Three. 
14. Yes. 
15. Two. 
 

16. Overalls. 
17. Maggie. 
18. Dennis. 
19. Her phone. 
20. Last night. 
21. On the worktop. 
22. In the kitchen. 
23. On his overalls. 
24. Two. 
25. Yes. 
26. Maggie’s friend. 
27. Scary Movie. 
28. Mum. 
29. Mandy White. 
30. Because he felt outnumbered. 

 
 
Outnumbered (True, False, or Unknown?) 
 
(T = True, F = False, U = Unknown) 
 

1. F 
2. U 
3. U 
4. T 
5. T 
6. T 
7. T 
8. U 
9. F 
10. T 

11. F 
12. F 
13. F 
14. U 
15. T 
16. U 
17. T 
18. U 
19. U 
20. T 

21. F 
22. T 
23. T 
24. F 
25. T 
26. T 
27. T 
28. T 
29. U 
30. U
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1. Do you like watching films? Why? / Why not? How often do you… 
a) go to the cinema, b) rent DVDs, c) buy DVDs, d) watch films on TV? 
 

2. What’s your favourite film?                                                               Why 
do you like it? Who stars in it? Who directed it? How many times have you 
seen it? Does it hold any special memories for you? Can you tell me the plot 
in thirty seconds? What genre(s) of films do you… a) love, b) hate? Why? 
 

3. Have you got a video camera? What do you use it for? Why do people 
make home movies? Which is more special, a home movie or a photo? Why? 
 

4. Who is your favourite… a) actress, b) actor, c) director? Why? Tell me 
three films that each person has been involved with. What’s the difference 
between an actor and a movie star? 
 

5. Would you like to work in the film industry?                               Why? / 
Why not? Which job(s) do you think are the most rewarding? Why? Do you 
prefer to watch films made in your country, or Hollywood movies? Why? 
 

6. Have you ever downloaded a film from the internet – either legally or 
illegally? Tell me about it. How do you prefer to watch films, and why? Have 
you ever watched a film on… a) a plasma TV, b) a very large IMAX screen, 
c) an iPod? Compare these experiences to watching films on a normal TV. 
 

7. If a film was made of your life, who would star as you?  
Who would direct it? Would it be a drama, a comedy, an action adventure, or 
a horror film? What would be the most important events in the plot? Why? 
 

8. Do special effects, e.g. CGI, improve films, or make them worse? Which 
films have... a) good special effects, b) poor special effects? Describe them. 
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Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Say why. Find out what your partner thinks, 
and mark the boxes with    for agree and   x   for disagree: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. I want to be a rich and famous movie star.            
 
2. It’s wrong to download films from the internet illegally.           
 
3. I never read the reviews before watching a film.           
 
4. I hate going to the cinema.              
 
5. Documentaries are more interesting than dramas.           
 
6. Animated movies are just for kids.             
 
7. All the best films have already been made.             
 
8. Black and white films are old and boring.            
 
9. I prefer watching films at home to going to the cinema.           
 
10. Working in a cinema looks really fun.             
 
11. “Film is one of the three universal languages, the other two:  

mathematics and music.” – Frank Capra, director           
 
12. At the cinema I love to text my friends and talk on the phone          
during the film. 
 
13. The best films all have great special effects.            
 
14. The screenplay is the most important part of a film.           
 
15. I find complicated plots difficult to follow.            
 
16. I often fall asleep halfway through a film.            
 

Me:    My Partner: 
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1.  “Cut!” 
 
Place:  A beautiful stately home in the country, which is the set of a high-budget film 

– a costume drama set in the 1860s 
Time:  11.40am 
Characters: You are a film extra; the other student is a famous actor 
Situation: The famous actor is filming some emotional scenes. You are supposed to be 

in the background, keeping quiet and unnoticed 
 
Scenes: i) Shooting a scene: the actor’s character’s lover has left them for another 

man/woman. There is a dramatic argument. Suddenly your mobile rings. You 
answer it. The actor has to restart the scene. This happens a few times 
ii) Later, during a different scene, the actor’s character is plotting revenge on 
their former lover. You are supposed to be in the background, up a ladder, 
cleaning a window. You lose your balance and fall off. This happens a few 
times; the final time you actually fall through the window. The actor is cross 
iii) At the end of the day, you go to the actor’s dressing room and apologise. 
Try to get their autograph for yourself, and then for your mum, dad, sister, 
brother, cousin, Auntie Dotty, etc.! 

 
If there are three people in the group, the third character could be: 
 

a) The upper-class director of the film, called Nigel 
b) Another film extra, who is jealous of your screen time with the actor… 

 
 

2.  “Your world is confusing to me!” 
 
Place:   A DVD rental store 
Time:  3.30pm 
Characters: You work in the store; the other person is an alien from the planet Sproot 
Situation: The alien comes into the store to complain about his rental. It wouldn’t play… 
 
Scenes: i) You check the DVD on your player. It works fine. The alien explains that it 

wouldn’t fit in the slot. He (or she, or it) had been trying to put it into a video 
recorder. He chooses a different DVD 
ii) The next day, the alien returns to complain that the DVD is damaged. It 
wouldn’t play. This time it went in the slot OK, but all the power in his flat 
went off. He had been trying to put it into a toaster. He rents a different DVD 
iii) The next day, the alien comes back with the DVD and a microwave oven. 
Both are badly damaged. He is banned from the DVD rental store for life 

 
If there are three people in the group, the third character could be: 
 

a) The alien’s equally confused friend / commander / overlord 
b) The store manager, who is drunk 
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Role Play Extensions 
 
Here are some additional situations for students to use as starting points for new role plays 
based on the topic of “Films”: 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Films 
 
1. You are a comedy screenwriter. You have to finish your screenplay by 4pm today or you 
will lose the contract and have to pay back your initial fee (which you have already spent on 
luxury groceries). You are halfway through writing the screenplay. You have to buckle down 
and get some work done, but you face many distractions – in the form of your wife/husband, 
kids, former wife/husband, pets, cold-callers, and your agent, etc. – and temptations – in the 
form of eating, sleeping, watching daytime TV, sunbathing, surfing the internet, and eating 
(again)… Will you get your screenplay finished in time? 
 
2. You are in court on trial, accused of illegally downloading films from the internet. Your 
defence lawyer is nervous because it’s their first day in the job. It looks like you’re guilty 
because you did download over two hundred films illegally from the internet, but only so that 
you could burn discs for your friends and family – and sell them at a car boot sale for 50p 
each! What will your defence be? Will you be convicted of the crime? What punishment 
awaits you…? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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First Language   English 
 
_______________________ record 
 
_______________________ subtitles 
 
_______________________ plot 
 
_______________________ soundtrack 
 
_______________________ blockbuster 
 
_______________________ comedy 
 
_______________________ flop 
 
_______________________ star 
 
_______________________ review 
 
_______________________ home movie 
 
_______________________ actress 
 
_______________________ romance 
 
_______________________ director 
 
_______________________ film 
 
_______________________ popcorn 
 
_______________________ DVD player 
 
_______________________ drama 
 
_______________________ sequel 
 
_______________________ editor 
 
_______________________ screenplay 
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A)  Write these starting sentences in the correct order: 
 

1. Depp    – it’s    latest    the    cool!    DVD    must    Johnny    You    rent 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. friends  a  of  Joe’s  saw  films  weekend.  at  the  award-winning  Odeon  couple  last   
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B)  Complete the verbs in each starting sentence: 
 
1. Leo i_________ in Hollywood w__________ the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie. 
2. Daisy and her boyfriend a__________   g__________ to w__________ a romantic comedy 
at the cinema on Valentine’s Day. 
 
C)  Sentence stress: mark the correct stress pattern for this starting sentence: “If you buy 
the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free.” 

a) ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ● ● ●  ●  ●  ●  ● ●  ●  ● ● ● ●  ●  ● ● 
b) ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ● ●  ●  ●  ●  ● ●  ● ● ● ● ●  ●  ● ● 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Alice has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month. 
- 1. ______________________ has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month? 
- 2. ___________________ has. 
- Has Alice   3. ______________________ fifteen films from the internet this month? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________ has. 
- Has   5. ______________________downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month? 
- 6. ______________________, she hasn’t. Alice’s sister hasn’t downloaded fifteen films from 
the internet this month. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Stacey was chatting up the projectionist just before the projector suddenly broke. 
- When   7. ______________________ Stacey chatting up the projectionist? 
- 8. ______________________ before the projector suddenly broke. 
- 9. ______________________ Stacey chatting up the projectionist just before the projector 
suddenly broke? 
- Yes, she   10. ______________________. 
- Was   11. ______________________ chatting up the projectionist just after the projector 
suddenly broke?  
- No, she   12. ______________________. Stacey wasn’t chatting up the projectionist just 
after the projector suddenly broke. 
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Answers 
 
A) 1. You must rent the latest Johnny Depp DVD – it’s cool! 2. Joe’s friends saw a couple of 
award-winning films at the Odeon last weekend. 
 
B) 1. Leo is in Hollywood writing the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie. 2. Daisy and 
her boyfriend are going to watch a romantic comedy at the cinema on Valentine’s Day. 
 
C) a) 
 
D) Verb form: present perfect. 1. Who. 2. Alice. 3. downloaded. 4. she. 5. Alice’s sister. 
6. No. 
 
E) Verb form: past continuous. 7. was. 8. Just. 9. Was. 10. was. 11. Stacey. 12. wasn’t. 
 




