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Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Say why. Find out what your partner thinks, 
and mark the boxes with    for agree and   x   for disagree: 

Me:    My Partner:  
 
 
 
 
 

1. I’m scared of going into hospital.             
 
2. I would never give blood, because it’s too dangerous.           
 
3. Healthcare is too expensive – it should be free.           
 
4. The best thing about being in hospital is the food!           
 
5. “A doctor, like anyone else who has to deal with human beings,          
each of them unique, cannot be a scientist; he is either, like the  
surgeon, a craftsman, or, like the physician and the psychologist,  
an artist.” – W. H. Auden, poet 
 
6. I would love to be a nurse.              
 
7. I always get lost when I go and visit somebody in hospital.           
 
8. Hospitals smell funny.              
 
9. I prefer to pay for private healthcare.             
 
10. I’m allergic to pain. Even a blood test makes me cry!           
 
11. “A hospital is no place to be sick.” – Samuel Goldwyn, mogul          
 
12. There shouldn’t be male and female patients on the same           
hospital ward. 
 
13. Hospitals are too dirty.              
 
14. I only want to pay for healthcare when I have to use it.          
 
15. I would rather get better at home than in hospital.           
 
16. Mobile phones should be banned from hospitals.           
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Role Play Extensions 
 
Here are some additional situations for students to use as starting points for new role plays 
based on the topic of “Hospital”: 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------�� ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Hospital 
 
1. It’s your first day in hospital, and it looks like you could have to stay for a few weeks. You’re 
lying in bed reading a magazine, when a nurse brings you a menu where you have to choose 
your evening meal option. The problem is that you’re a fussy eater – and a borderline vegan, 
who likes fish, but is not allowed nuts, whole grain, or beetroot in any form (on the advice of 
your astrologist) – and you want to know in detail exactly what the ingredients of every meal 
are, and how they have been prepared – and even who has prepared them! It seems that 
whatever the nurse suggests, there’s something about it that you can’t tolerate. But you have 
to choose something. Or will you simply book an outside catering company to deliver your 
meals every day? 
 
2. You are a bit of a hypochondriac – you always think there’s something wrong with your 
health, when 99.9% of the time you’re absolutely fine. As such, you are well known at your 
local hospital’s A & E (Accident & Emergency) department. You often fake an attack of 
something nasty at A & E in order to get seen by a doctor or nurse, or anyone who will listen 
to you, more quickly – without waiting in line like everybody else. Today you are sure that you 
are at death’s door – that your final hours have come – and you must be seen at once. How 
will you go about jumping the queue at A & E, when the average waiting time is around 4½ 
hours? To complicate matters further, there’s a big football match on in the town this 
afternoon, so A & E is about to get even busier than usual… 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------�� ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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First Language   English 
 
_______________________ accident 
 
_______________________ consultant 
 
_______________________ ward 
 
_______________________ surgeon 
 
_______________________ maternity 
 
_______________________ x-ray 
 
_______________________ patient 
 
_______________________ operation 
 
_______________________ nurse 
 
_______________________ waiting list 
 
_______________________ psychiatrist 
 
_______________________ illness 
 
_______________________ appointment 
 
_______________________ doctor 
 
_______________________ stethoscope 
 
_______________________ ambulance 
 
_______________________ diagnosis 
 
_______________________ emergency 
 
_______________________ anaesthetic 
 
_______________________ heart attack 
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A)  Underline the stressed syllable in each word or phrase and write how many syllables 
there are: 
 
1. emergency (    )    2. patient (    )    3. diagnosis (    )    4. corridor (    )    5. syringe (    ) 
 
B)  Complete the gap in each starting sentence with one of these words: 

a) ward              b) diagnosis              c) ambulance              d) doctor 
 
1. The _____________________ will be here in a minute. 
 
2. The _____________________ must give me the correct _____________________. 
 
3. Ryan is visiting his wife and new baby girl in the maternity _____________________. 
 
C)  Write either [V] or [C] to show whether the sound at the beginning and end of each word 
is a vowel [V] or a consonant [C], e.g. __V__ accident __C__ 
 
1. ______    midwife ______ 
2. ______    porter  ______ 
3. ______    x-ray   ______ 
4. ______    ambulance ______ 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- My granddad is in the Royal Hospital for a hip operation. 
- 1. ____________________   is in the Royal Hospital for a hip operation? 
- My granddad   2. ____________________. 
- 3. ____________________   your granddad in the Royal Hospital for a hip operation? 
- Yes, he   4. ____________________. 
- Is your   5. ____________________   in the Royal Hospital for a hip operation? 
- 6. ____________________, she isn’t. My grandma isn’t in the Royal Hospital for a hip 
operation. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I’ve worked as a porter at this hospital since 1987. 
- How long   7. ____________________   you worked as a porter at this hospital? 
- 8. ____________________   1987. 
- Have you   9. ____________________   as a porter at this hospital since 1987? 
- Yes,   10. ____________________   have. 
- 11. ____________________   you worked as a porter at this hospital since 1984?  
- No, I   12. ____________________. I haven’t worked as a porter at this hospital since 1984. 
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Answers 
 
A) 1. emergency ( 4 )    2. patient ( 2 )    3. diagnosis ( 4 )    4. corridor ( 3 )    5. syringe ( 2 ) 
 
B) 1. c).    2. d), b).    3. a) 
 
C)  1. ___C___    midwife      ___C___ 
 2. ___C___    porter      ___V___ 
 3. ___V___    x-ray      ___V___ 
 4. ___V___    ambulance     ___C___ 
 
D) Verb form: present simple. 1. Who. 2. is. 3. Is. 4. is. 5. grandma. 6. No. 
 
E) Verb form: present perfect. 7. have. 8. since. 9. worked. 10. I. 11. Have. 12. haven’t. 
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