











Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Discussion Words

Q 7
I~

Snowdonia Skegness Giant's Causeway Edinburgh
Scotland Oxford Manchester York
Llandudno Hathersage Wimbledon Norwich
Hadrian's Wall Brick Lane English Channel | United Kingdom
Aberdeen Bristol England Cardiff
Bournemouth Norfolk Broads Alton Towers London
John o'Groats Stonehenge Sherwood Forest Greenwich
Great Britain Orkney Cardigan Bay Cambridge
Belfast Lake District Wales Clumber Park
Loch Ness Northern Ireland Land's End Stratford-upon-Avon
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Discussion Words (with the IPA)

<
/snav'dau.ni.jo/ /skeg'nes/ /dzarons'koiz. wer/ /'ed.1m.bra/
/'sko?.lond/ /'vks.fad/ /'meaen.t[es.ta/ /jork/
/Yen'did.nov/ * /'hae.da.se1dz/ /'wim.bal.don/ /'no.r1t /

/her.drron'swo:l/ /brik'lem/ /ig.glif'tfee.nal/ | /jui.nar.tod'kip.dom/
/&e.ba'din/ /'bris.tal/ /'1m.gland/ /'kaz.dif/
/'boin.mab/ /mor.fok'broidz/ /pl.ton'tav.waz/ /'lan.dan/

/dzpn.a'grou?s/ /stoun'hendz/ /[31.wa?'fp.rast/ /'gren.it [/

/gre1?'bri.ton/ /"a:k.ni/ /ka:.dr.gan'ber/ /'kerm.bridz/

/'bel.fa:st/

/'ler?.dis.trikt/

/weilz/

/klam.ba'pa:k/

/Io?'nes/

/no:.0an'ara.lond/

/len'zend/

/stre?.fa.da.pp'ner.van/

* In spoken Welsh the digraph “IlI” makes the consonant sound /4/, which doesn’t occur in spoken English. You can
make this sound by putting your tongue in position to make the /l/ sound, and then blowing air through it. However, a

typical English visitor to the town would probably pronounce the “LI" in “Llandudno” as /1/ .
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Discussion Words — Visualisations
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Background Information

Notes for Teachers

e  This unit is different from other Talk a Lot units in that the base vocabulary (the discussion words) is a
selection of place names, which you won'’t find in a normal dictionary, rather than everyday vocabulary
words. This glossary of places is included to give students and teachers a little background information
about each place. To get the most out of this activity — and really bring the unit to life — you could use a
large map of the UK, as well as photos, realia or multimedia (e.g. interactive CD-ROMSs), where possible.
The information below is not designed to be exhaustive, but rather a starting point for further research. If
students wish to, they could go online or visit a library to find out more about the places that interest them
the most.

e  We're sure that you will be able to find lots of ways to use this information in the classroom (e.g. make
quizzes and tests, or, better still, get students to make them!), but here is one idea: print the Matching
Game pages onto thin card, then cut up the cards and put them into three groups: (the
discussion words for this unit), [prompt cards], and [clue cards] (the ones in blue type). You could look at
all of the places in one session, or, say, ten places per session, depending on the level of your group and
the time available. STAGE 1: put some (or all) of the place name cards out on the table. Ask students to
separate them into places that they know something about, and those that they don’t know. Elicit as much
information as they can tell you about the places that they know. Almost all students will know at least a
few of the places, e.qg. the country names, like “England” and “Scotland”, or the capital cities. Introduce the
new places to the students using either your own knowledge of the UK and the places, or by using the
information below. Or, ask students to research the places themselves, e.g. online. STAGE 2: put the
place name cards onto the table. Get students to match the prompt cards and the clue cards with the
places. Or you could ask them to match only the prompt cards with the places, or only the clue cards. This
will help students to revise what they have learned about the places in Stage 1. STAGE 3: students have
to create their own questions and answers about different places using the words and phrases on the
prompt cards. For example, on the prompt card for “United Kingdom”, the words and phrases are:

Parliament, London, pop. 61.1m,
England, Scotland, Wales, & Northern Ireland

Students could produce, for example:
“What is the population of the UK?” / “The population of the UK is 61.1 million people.”
[etc.]

e  Students can also do all of the activities on the Discussion Words Question Sheet, using the place name
cards, as in a normal Talk a Lot unit.

Places in the UK (in alphabetical order)

Aberdeen OIL A city on the north-eastern coast of Scotland. Aberdeen is Scotland’s third-
largest city. It is at the centre of the North Sea Oil industry, and has the nickname “Granite
City".

Alton Towers ROLLER COASTER A popular theme park and holiday resort in
Staffordshire, England. It is home to “Oblivion”, the world’s first vertical drop roller coaster.

Belfast TITANIC The capital city of Northern Ireland. Population: 579,276". The doomed
luxury liner RMS Titanic was built at the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast.

! Note: the source of the factual information in this activity is http://en.wikipedia.org/ (accessed on 22.10.09). All
population statistics are approximate and based on the most recently available figures.
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Background Information

Bournemouth “DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE” A large seaside town in Dorset, on the south-
west coast of England. Novelist Robert Louis Stevenson wrote “The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” here.

Brick Lane MULTICULTURALISM A famous street in the East End of London, which is
often cited as one of London’s greatest multicultural success stories. It is well-known for its
shops and restaurants and for being the heart of Britain’'s Bangladeshi community.

Bristol WESLEY A large city in South West England that stands on the River Avon. The first
Methodist Chapel was founded by John Wesley in Bristol in 1739.

Cambridge PUNTING A small city in East Anglia, England. Famed for its university, which
was the second university to be founded in England (in 1209), Cambridge is often associated
with the image of students slowly punting down the River Cam, alongside perfect green lawns
and magnificent college buildings.

Cardiff “DR. WHO" The capital city of Wales, with a population of 324,800. The hit BBC TV
series “Dr. Who" and its spin-off series “Torchwood” were both filmed in Cardiff recently.

Cardigan Bay DOLPHINS AND SEALS A large area of the Irish Sea on the west coast of
Wales. From the cliff edge you may be able to spot Bottlenose Dolphins and Grey Seals.

Clumber Park NATIONAL TRUST A beautiful country park in Nottinghamshire, which is
open to the public. It is owned and managed by the National Trust.

Edinburgh FESTIVAL The capital city of Scotland. Population: 471,650. The Edinburgh
Festival fills the streets of Edinburgh each summer with hundreds of thousands of visitors,
who come in search of the very best in entertainment, including theatre, music, comedy, film,
and dance.

England ST. GEORGE The largest country in the UK. Population: 51m (about 84% of the
population of the UK). St. George is the patron saint of England. He is famous for killing the
dragon in the legend, and for not being British — he was born in the Middle East.

English Channel RECORD-BREAKERS A narrow part of the Atlantic Ocean that separates
England and France. In 1875 Captain Matthew Webb became the first man to swim the
Channel. Today different swimmers try to break the record for the fastest crossing.

Giant’s Causeway LEGEND A natural phenomenon of more than 40,000 interconnected
basalt columns. Located in County Antrim on the north-east coast of Northern Ireland. In the
Irish legend, the Causeway was built by the warrior king Fionn mac Cumhaill — who was also
a giant — so that he could stride across the Irish Sea to Scotland.

Great Britain ALBION Great Britain is the name that describes three UK countries together:
England, Scotland, and Wales. Population: 59m (million people). Great Britain was first known
as Albion, which means “white”, which could be a reference to the famous white cliffs of
Dover.

Greenwich GMT A district of south-east London that is famous for its maritime history and
for being the place where GMT (Greenwich Mean Time) begins and ends.
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Places in the UK

Background Information

Hadrian’s Wall BARBARIANS A long fortification built by the Romans, now ruined, that
stretched 73.5 miles (117 km) across the width of northern England, from Newcastle upon
Tyne in the east to Carlisle in the west. It is named after the Roman Emperor Hadrian, and
was begun in AD 122. Its purpose was to mark the border of the Roman Empire in Britain,
and to keep out the “barbarians” from the north.

Hathersage LITTLE JOHN A pretty village in the Derbyshire Peak District. Winner of the
Best Village in Central England Competition in 2009. It is home to what is believed to be the
grave of Little John, who was Robin Hood'’s right-hand man in the local legend.

John o’Groats FERRY A small settlement in Northern Scotland, which is the most northerly
inhabited place in mainland UK. From here you can take a ferry ten miles across the sea to
Orkney.

Lake District JUST ONE A popular place for holidaymakers in North West England. In spite
of its name and being home to many “waters” and “meres” (small lakes), it has just one official
lake — Bassenthwaite Lake.

Land’'s End CHARITY A place in Cornwall. Known as the most south-westerly inhabited
place in the UK. Many people raise money for charity by walking, cycling, or otherwise
travelling between Land’s End and John o'Groats, because it is more or less the furthest
distance possible between two places in mainland Britain.

Llandudno PUNCH AND JUDY A seaside town on the north coast of Wales. On the 376
metre-long Llandudno Pier you can watch a traditional Punch and Judy show, just as visitors
did 150 years ago.

Loch Ness NESSIE A deep loch (large lake) twenty-three miles south-west of Inverness in
the Scottish Highlands. Famous as the home of Nessie, the celebrated Loch Ness Monster.

London “LUNDENWIC” The capital city of England, Great Britain, and the United Kingdom.
Population: 7.6m. In Roman times London was known as “Londinium”, and in Anglo-Saxon
days it was called “Lundenwic”. Today we call London “the Smoke”, or “the City".

Manchester FOOTBALL AND MUSIC A major city in the North East of England. Among
other things, Manchester is famous for football — Manchester United play at Old Trafford and
Manchester City play at Eastlands — and seminal pop music — Joy Division, The Smiths, New
Order, James, The Charlatans, Stone Roses, Happy Mondays, and Take That all came from
Manchester.

Norfolk Broads BIRD-WATCHING An extensive, mainly man-made network of rivers,
waterways, and lakes (broads), which is located in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, in the
East of England. A great place for both sailors and ornithologists (bird-watchers) alike.

Northern Ireland “MOONDANCE” The smallest country in the United Kingdom, with a
population of about 1.8 million. Singer-songwriter Van Morrison hails from Belfast in Northern

Ireland. Among his most famous songs are: “Moondance”, “Brown Eyed Girl”, and “Have |
Told You Lately”.
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Places in the UK

Background Information

Norwich DELIA The only city in the entire county of Norfolk. Located in East Anglia,
England. TV cook Delia Smith is the owner of Norwich City F.C. Comedian, author, and actor
Stephen Fry grew up in Norfolk and studied at City College, Norwich. American author and
traveller Bill Bryson lives near Norwich.

Orkney NORWAY An archipelago (group of islands) situated about ten miles off the coast of
Northern Scotland. Orkney was ruled by Norway between AD 875-1468.

Oxford UNIVERSITY A city in South East England which is home to the oldest university in
the UK — Oxford University was founded in 1096. The world-famous Oxford English Dictionary
is published in Oxford by Oxford University Press.

Scotland DOUGLAS FIR The second-largest country in the United Kingdom, with a
population of about 5.2m. The Scottish Parliament is responsible for Scottish affairs. The
tallest tree in the UK is a Douglas Fir in Argyll, Scotland that stands 63.79 metres tall.

Sherwood Forest ROBIN HOOD An extensive forest in Nottinghamshire, England, which
was once home to Robin Hood and his Merry Men — if the stories are to be believed!

Skegnhess STICK OF ROCK A popular seaside town in Lincolnshire, on the east coast of
England. Here you can sunbathe on the beach in the unrelentingly cold wind, bathe in the
freezing waters of the North Sea, and purchase a stick of rock as a souvenir for a friend or
relative that you don't like very much. Skegness is commonly known as “Skeggy”
(pronounced /'ske.ge/ ) and also “Skegvegas”, reflecting its status as an entertainment centre

to (almost) rival Las Vegas!

Snowdonia MOUNT SNOWDON A breathtakingly beautiful National Park in Wales that
takes its name from Mount Snowdon, which, at 1,085 metres, is the highest mountain in
Wales.

Stonehenge MYSTERY Thought to date from 2500 BC, Stonehenge is a prehistoric stone
monument situated high on a hillside in Wiltshire, South West England. Nobody knows why
Stonehenge exists — it's a mystery. It is thought that the site was used for religious rituals or
as a kind of observatory.

Stratford-upon-Avon “THE BARD OF AVON” A small market town in Warwickshire in the
heart of England, situated on the River Avon. Shakespeare (known as “The Bard of Avon”)
was born here in 1564 and is buried here in Holy Trinity Church.

United Kingdom FOUR IN ONE The name of the country that is formed by England,
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The full name of this country is: “The United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland”. It has a population of about 61.1m. The UK is
governed by Parliament from Westminster in London.

Wales RED DRAGON The third-largest country in the United Kingdom, with a population of
about 3m. The Welsh national flag is a fierce red dragon on a white and green background.
The National Assembly for Wales is responsible for Welsh affairs.
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Wimbledon LAWN TENNIS A suburb of south-west London, Wimbledon is famous for the
international tennis championships that take place there for two weeks every June and July.
First held in 1877, it is the oldest tennis tournament in the world.

York VIKINGS An ancient city in North Yorkshire, which is a county in the north-east of

England. York is famous for being a Viking city, after being invaded by raiders from
Scandinavia in AD 866.
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Matching Game (Page 1/4)

Place Name Cards: Prompt Cards: Clue Cards:
Q 7
I\
Scotland, Granite City, .
Aberdeen oil

third-largest city, North Sea Qil

Alton Towers

Staffordshire, theme park,
“Oblivion”, rides, England

roller coaster

capital city, Northern Ireland

Belfast pop. 579,276, shipyard Titanic
Dorset, seaside, England, “
BournemOUTh Robert Louis Stevenson Dr‘. Jeky” and
Mr. Hyde"
. Bangladeshi community, London, . .
Brick Lane East End, restaurants, street multiculturalism
. South West England, John Wesley,
Bristol first Methodist Chapel, River Avon Wesley
. magnificent college buildings, England, .
Cambridge River Cam, East Anglia, 1209 punting
) “Torchwood”, capital city, Wales, " "
Cardiff hit BBC TV series, pop. 324,800 Dr. Who
. Bottlenose Dolphins, Wales, .
Cardlgan Bay Irish Sea, Grey Seals dOlphInS and
seals

Clumber Park

beautiful green spaces, Nottinghamshire,
National Trust, open to the public

National Trust
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Matching Game (Page 2/4)

Q 7
IN

capital city, pop. 471,650, Scotland,

Edinburgh theatre, music, comedy, film, and dance Festival
84% of the population of the UK,
England Middle East, pop. 51m, dragon St. George

English Channel

England and France, Atlantic Ocean,
1875, first man to swim the Channel

record-breakers

Northern Ireland, natural phenomenon,

Giant's Causeway north-east coast, warrior king legend
L three countries, white cliffs of Dover, .
Great Britain England, Scotland, and Wales, pop. 59m Albion
. maritime history, district, London,
Greenwich where time begins and ends GMT
., The Romans, northern England, border, .
Hadrian's Wall 73.5 miles wide, AD 122 barbarians
right-hand man, grave, Robin Hood, .
Hathersage pretty village, Derbyshire Peak District Little John
, Scotland, Orkney, ten miles across the sea,
John o'Groats where mainland Britain ends ferry
. . Bassenthwaite, tourists, .
Lake District North West England, “waters” and “meres” Just one
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Places in the UK

Matching Game (Page 3/4)

Q 7
IN

Cornwall, John o'Groats, raise money,

Land's End the furthest point south, cycling charity
traditions, seaside town,
Llandudno north coast, Wales, 376 metre-long pier Punch and Judy
Scaottish Highlands, large, deep lake, .
Loch Ness 23 miles from Inverness, monster Nessie
Anglo-Saxon name, pop. 7.6m, " o
London capital city, “the Smoke”, United Kingdom Lundenwic
North East of England,
Manchester Old Trafford, major city, Stone Roses football and
music

Norfolk Broads

network of rivers, waterways, and lakes,
man-made, Norfolk & Suffolk, ornithologists

bird-watching

Belfast, smallest country, Van Morrison,

Northern pop. 1.8m, singer-songwriter "Moondance”
Ireland
. local football club, East Anglia, .
Norwich TV cook, England, Bill Bryson Delia
ruled by Norway, archipelago,
Orkney ten miles by ferry, Northern Scotland Norway
South East England, city, 1096, . .
Oxford dictionary, the UK’s oldest university

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com
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Places in the UK

Matching Game (Page 4/4)

Q 7
IN

separate parliament, pop. 5.2m,

Scotland Douglas Fir, 63.79 metres tall Douglas Fir
Nottinghamshire, legend, .
Sher‘WOOd Eng|and, Merry Men RObln HOOd
Forest
popular seaside town, “Skeggy”, .
Skegness east coast of England, Lincolnshire stick of rock
. National Park, 1,085 metres,
Snowdonia highest in Wales, mountain range Mount Snowdon
Wiltshire, prehistoric stone monument,
Stonehenge South West England, 2500 BC mystery
Warwickshire, small market town, “
Stratford- Shakespeare, River Avon, England The Bard
upon-Avon of Avon”
. . Parliament, London, pop. 61.1m, .
United Kingdom England, Scotland, Wales, & Northern Ireland four in one
third-largest country, National Assembly,
Wales pop. 3m, green and white flag red dragon
. oldest tennis tournament in the world, .
Wimbledon two weeks, suburb, London, 1877 lawn tennis
Scandinavia, North Yorkshire, .
York north-east of England, AD 866, Vikings Vikings
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Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

General Questions

1. Are there any places that you don’t know? Find out more about them.
2. Take some cards. Describe the place on a card without saying it.

3. How many places have... a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, ¢) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables,
e) 5 syllables, f) 6 syllables?

4. Put places with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong
stress falls.

5. Put the places into alphabetical order.
6. Put together places that have the same number of letters.

7. Find places that... a) begin with a vowel sound, b) end with a vowel sound, c) begin
with a consonant sound, d) end with a consonant sound. Put them into sound groups.

8. Find places which contain silent letters (letters which are not pronounced).
9. How many places can you remember when they are all turned over?

10. Put places that contain the same sounds into groups, using the IPA.

Lesson Questions

1. Which place sounds like... a) porridge, b) sales, c) pistol, d) banned send, e) path?

2. a) Find all of the countries in the UK and put them together with their capital cities.
b) Which of these countries form Great Britain?

3. Which place is a homophone with a group of the largest sea mammals?
4. Find a place where you can... a) watch a match, b) hunt a monster, ¢) check the time.

5. Find a place which has a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the... a) 1st syllable,
b) 2" syllable, c) 3 syllable, etc. ii) Do any places not have a schwa?

6. Put the countries of the UK into order of size, from the one with the biggest population
to the one with the smallest. (Have a guess, if you're not sure!)

7. Putinto groups all of the... a) cities, b) tourist attractions, c) places of cultural interest,
d) places of outstanding natural beauty, e) historical sites.

8. Putinto groups all of the places in... a) Wales, b) Scotland, ¢) Northern Ireland,
d) England.

9. Find... a) a monument, b) a street, c) a village, d) a theme park, e) a suburb,
f) a country, g) a border, h) a seaside resort, i) an archipelago, j) a mountain range.
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Discussion Words Question Sheet

Answers

General Questions
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

3. a) 2 places have 1 syllable: Wales, York. b) 17 places have 2 syllables: Land’s End, Scotland, Oxford, Norwich,
Brick Lane, Bristol, England, Cardiff, Bournemouth, London, Stonehenge, Greenwich, Orkney, Cambridge, Belfast,
Loch Ness, Skegness. c) 13 places have 3 syllables: Hadrian’s Wall, Giant's Causeway, Clumber Park, Manchester,
Llandudno, Hathersage, Wimbledon, Aberdeen, Norfolk Broads, John o’Groats, Great Britain, Lake District,
Edinburgh. d) 6 places have 4 syllables: Northern Ireland, English Channel, Alton Towers, Sherwood Forest,
Cardigan Bay, Snowdonia. €) 1 place has 5 syllables: United Kingdom. f) 1 place has 6 syllables: Stratford-upon-
Avon.

4. 2 syllables: these places have the strong stress on the first syllable: Belfast, Oxford, Norwich, Bristol, England,
Cardiff, Bournemouth, London, Greenwich, Orkney, Cambridge, Scotland; these places have the strong stress on
the second syllable: Land’s End, Brick Lane, Stonehenge, Loch Ness, Skegness. 3 syllables: these places have the
strong stress on the first syllable: Manchester, Hathersage, Wimbledon, Lake District, Edinburgh; these places have
the strong stress on the middle syllable: Giant's Causeway, Great Britain, Llandudno; these places have the strong
stress on the third syllable: Hadrian’s Wall, John o’'Groats, Aberdeen, Norfolk Broads, Clumber Park. 4 syllables:
this place has the strong stress on the second syllable: Snowdonia; these places have the strong stress on the third
syllable: Northern Ireland, English Channel, Alton Towers, Sherwood Forest; this place has the strong stress on the
fourth syllable: Cardigan Bay. 5 syllables: this place has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: United Kingdom.

6 syllables: this place has the strong stress on the fifth syllable: Stratford-upon-Avon.

5. Aberdeen, Alton Towers, Belfast, Bournemouth, Brick Lane, Bristol, Cambridge, Cardiff, Cardigan Bay, Clumber
Park, Edinburgh, England, English Channel, Giant's Causeway, Great Britain, Greenwich, Hadrian's Wall,
Hathersage, John o’Groats, Lake District, Land’s End, Llandudno, Loch Ness, London, Manchester, Norfolk Broads,
Northern Ireland, Norwich, Orkney, Oxford, Scotland, Sherwood Forest, Skegness, Snowdonia, Stonehenge,
Stratford-upon-Avon, United Kingdom, Wales, Wimbledon, York.

6. 4 letters: York. 5 letters: Wales. 6 letters: London, Orkney, Oxford. 7 letters: Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, England,
Norwich. 8 letters: Aberdeen, Land’s End, Loch Ness, Scotland, Skegness. 9 letters: Brick Lane, Cambridge,
Edinburgh, Greenwich, Llandudno, Snowdonia, Wimbledon. 10 letters: Hathersage, Manchester, Stonehenge.

11 letters: Alton Towers, Bournemouth, Cardigan Bay, Clumber Park, John o'Groats. 12 letters: Great Britain,
Hadrian's Wall, Lake District. 13 letters: Norfolk Broads, United Kingdom. 14 letters: English Channel, Giant’s
Causeway, Sherwood Forest. 15 letters: Northern Ireland. 17 letters: Stratford-upon-Avon.

7. a) These places all begin with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /1/ English Channel, England; /o/ Alton
Towers, Oxford; /o:/ Orkney; /=/ Aberdeen; /e/ Edinburgh.

b) These places all end with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /o/ Edinburgh, Manchester, Snowdonia;
/e1/ Cardigan Bay, Giant's Causeway; /ou/ Llandudno; /i/ Orkney.

c) These places all begin with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /s/ Snowdonia, Skegness, Scotland,
Stonehenge, Stratford-upon-Avon; /k/ Cardiff, Cardigan Bay, Cambridge, Clumber Park; /I/ London, Lake District,
Loch Ness, Land’s End; /b/ Brick Lane, Bristol, Bournemouth, Belfast; /n/ Norwich, Norfolk Broads, Northern Ireland;
/dz/ Giant’'s Causeway, John o'Groats; /h/ Hathersage, Hadrian’s Wall; /j/ York, United Kingdom;

/w/ Wimbledon, Wales; /g/ Greenwich, Great Britain; /m/ Manchester; /h/ Llandudno; /[/ Sherwood Forest.

d) These places all end with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /n/ Wimbledon, Brick Lane, Aberdeen,
London, Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon; /d/ Scotland, Oxford, England, Northern Ireland, Land’s End; /z/ Norfolk
Broads, Alton Towers, John o’Groats, Wales; /d3/ Hathersage, Stonehenge, Cambridge; /I/ Hadrian’s Wall, English
Channel, Bristol; /t/ Sherwood Forest, Belfast, Lake District; /s/ Skegness, Loch Ness; /k/ York, Clumber Park;

/t[/ Norwich, Greenwich; /m/ United Kingdom; /6/ Bournemouth; /f/ Cardiff.

8. Many English words contain one or more silent letters — letters which are part of the spelling of a word, but which

are not pronounced. The aim of this activity is to demonstrate how so often the spelling of a word in English is
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different from how it sounds when spoken. Below are some good examples of words in this group of discussion
words that have silent letters. The silent letters are shown in brackets. No doubt your students will be able to identify
some more.

Green [w] ich, Cambridg [e], Edinbur [gh], Nor [w] ich, Cardif [f], Bourn [e] mouth, Orkne [y]
9. Answers will vary.

10. There are many possible answers to this question; for example, “Scotland”, “Oxford”, “Alton Towers”, “Loch
Ness” and “Norwich” all contain the vowel sound /p/. Use the phonetic chart on p.18.6 of the Talk a Lot Elementary
Handbook (available free from www.englishbanana.com/talkalot) and the phonetic spellings of the vocabulary words
on the Discussion Words (with the IPA) handout to help your students put the places into sound groups.

Lesson Questions
1. a) Norwich. b) Wales. c) Bristol. d) Land’s End. e) Bath.

2. The countries that form the UK are (with their capital cities): England (London), Scotland (Edinburgh),
Northern Ireland (Belfast), and Wales (Cardiff).

3. Wales is a homophone with whales — both words sound alike, but have different spellings and meanings.
4. a) Wimbledon. b) Loch Ness. c) Greenwich.

5. i) a) Places which have a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 1% syllable: none. b) Places which have a weak
stress schwa sound /o/ on the 2" syllable: Wimbledon, Alton Towers, Bournemouth, Bristol, Clumber Park,
England, Hathersage, John o’Groats, London, Norfolk Broads, Northern Ireland, Oxford, Scotland, Sherwood Forest,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Aberdeen. c) Places which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 3" syllable: Cardigan
Bay, Edinburgh, Great Britain, Manchester, Stratford-upon-Avon, United Kingdom, Wimbledon. d) Places which have
a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 4" syllable: Snowdonia, English Channel, Alton Towers, Sherwood Forest,
Northern Ireland. e) One place has a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 5" syllable: United Kingdom. f) One place
has a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 6" syllable: Stratford-upon-Avon. ii) 17 places don't have a weak stress
schwa sound: Belfast, Brick Lane, Cambridge, Cardiff, Giant's Causeway, Greenwich, Hadrian’s Wall, Lake District,
Land’s End, Llandudno, Loch Ness, Norwich, Orkney, Skegness, Stonehenge, Wales, York.

6. England (population: 51 million), Scotland (5.2m), Wales (3m), and Northern Ireland (1.8m).
7. Answers may vary. Suggested answers:

a) The cities are: Belfast, Oxford, Manchester, York, Norwich, Aberdeen, Bristol, Cardiff, Bournemouth, London,
Cambridge, and Edinburgh.

b) The tourist attractions are: Giant's Causeway, Alton Towers, Norfolk Broads, Stonehenge, Sherwood Forest,
Loch Ness, John o’Groats, Skegness, Land’s End, Stratford-upon-Avon, and Hadrian’s Wall.

c) The places of cultural interest are: York, Stonehenge, Brick Lane, Greenwich, Stratford-upon-Avon, Oxford, and
Cambridge.

d) The places of outstanding natural beauty are: Loch Ness, Giant's Causeway, Norfolk Broads, Sherwood Forest,
Orkney, Cardigan Bay, Lake District, Clumber Park, and Snowdonia.

e) The historical sites are: Stratford-upon-Avon, Hadrian’s Wall, Stonehenge, and York.

8. a) The places in Wales are: Cardiff, Cardigan Bay, Llandudno, and Snowdonia. b) The places in Scotland are:
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, John o'Groats, Loch Ness, and Orkney. c) The places in Northern Ireland are: Belfast and
Giant's Causeway. d) The places in England are: Alton Towers, Bournemouth, Brick Lane, Bristol, Cambridge,
Clumber Park, English Channel, Greenwich, Hadrian’s Wall, Hathersage, Lake District, Land’s End, London,
Manchester, Norfolk Broads, Norwich, Oxford, Sherwood Forest, Skegness, Stonehenge, Stratford-upon-Avon,
Wimbledon, York.
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9. a) Stonehenge. b) Brick Lane. c) Hathersage. d) Alton Towers. e) Wimbledon or Greenwich. f) Wales, Scotland,
Northern Ireland, England, Great Britain, or United Kingdom. g) Hadrian’s Wall. h) Llandudno, Bournemouth, or
Skegness. i) Orkney. j) Snowdonia.
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Student A

Talk a Lot

Places in the UK — Where would you like to...?

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four counties
in the UK. Where would you like to... a) visit for the day, b) go on holiday for a fortnight,
¢) move to for work or study, d) move to permanently, e) never visit? Why?

County Down, N. Ireland

Staffordshire, England

County Town / Population of County

Downpatrick / 516,000

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Burton upon Trent, Tamworth / 2,713 km?

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

455 miles (732.25 km) / 10 hrs 51 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

Alton Towers, Tutbury Castle, llam Park
/ Cannock Chase

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

4/3/4

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

An extensive network of canals / 52mm

Property Values / Crime Rate

going down / going up

Local History & Traditions

St. Patrick is believed to be buried at
Down Cathedral

Powys, Wales

Aberdeenshire, Scotland

County Town / Population of County

Aberdeen / 241,500

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

594 miles (955.73 km) / 12 hrs 46 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

The Old Bell Museum / Pistyll Rhaeadr —
the highest waterfall in England and Wales

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

4/45/5

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

Centre for Alternative Technology / 47mm

Evelyn Glennie hails from Aberdeen / 64mm

Property Values / Crime Rate

going up / going up

Local History & Traditions

There have been human settlements in
Aberdeenshire for at least 8,000 years

* By car. ** As rated by a panel of 2,100 local residents, who gave marks out of 5 (0 = lowest mark, 5 = highest mark).

<

Student B

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four counties
in the UK. Where would you like to... a) visit for the day, b) go on holiday for a fortnight,
¢) move to for work or study, d) move to permanently, e) never visit? Why?

County Down, N. Ireland

Staffordshire, England

County Town / Population of County

Stafford / 816,700

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Newry, Bangor / 2,448 km*

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

537 miles (862.67 km) / 11 hrs 3 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

Exploris Aquarium / Mourne Mountains

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

5/41/2

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

Father of Bronté sisters born here / 59mm

Property Values / Crime Rate

going up / going down

Local History & Traditions

A mermaid appears at Mermaid’s Pool once a
year on the night before Easter Sunday

Powys, Wales

Aberdeenshire, Scotland

County Town / Population of County

Llandrindod Wells / 132,000

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Hay-on-Wye, Brecon, Welshpool / 5,196 km®

Peterhead, Stonehaven, Ellon / 6,313 km”

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

221 miles (354.47 km) / 5 hrs 58 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

Glenbuchat Castle, Strathdon /
Sands of Forvie Nature Reserve

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

35/4/5

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

Property Values / Crime Rate

going down / going down

Local History & Traditions

In 1400 Welsh ruler Owain Glyndwr of Powys
led the Welsh Revolt against the English

* By car. ** As rated by a panel of 2,100 local residents, who gave marks out of 5 (0 = lowest mark, 5 = highest mark).
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Answers

Places in the UK — Where would you like to...?

Task: “Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four counties in the UK.
Where would you like to... a) visit for the day, b) go on holiday for a fortnight, ¢) move to for work or study, d) move to
permanently, €) never visit? Why?”

County Down, N. Ireland

Staffordshire, England

County Town / Population of County

Downpatrick / 516,000

Stafford / 816,700

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Newry, Bangor / 2,448 km*

Burton upon Trent, Tamworth / 2,713 km”

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

455 miles (732.25 km) / 10 hrs 51 mins

537 miles (862.67 km) / 11 hrs 3 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

Exploris Aquarium / Mourne Mountains

Alton Towers, Tutbury Castle, llam Park
/ Cannock Chase

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

4/3/4

5/4/2

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

Father of Bronté sisters born here / 59mm

An extensive network of canals / 52mm

Property Values / Crime Rate

going up / going down

going down / going up

Local History & Traditions

St. Patrick is believed to be buried at
Down Cathedral

A mermaid appears at Mermaid’s Pool once a
year on the night before Easter Sunday

Powys, Wales

Aberdeenshire, Scotland

County Town / Population of County

Llandrindod Wells / 132,000

Aberdeen / 241,500

Major Towns & Cities / Area

Hay-on-Wye, Brecon, Welshpool / 5,196 km®

Peterhead, Stonehaven, Ellon / 6,313 km”

Distance / Time from John o’Groats*

594 miles (955.73 km) / 12 hrs 46 mins

221 miles (354.47 km) / 5 hrs 58 mins

Tourist Attractions /
Natural Features

The Old Bell Museum / Pistyll Rhaeadr —
the highest waterfall in England and Wales

Glenbuchat Castle, Strathdon /
Sands of Forvie Nature Reserve

Education / Hospitals / Leisure**

35/4/5

4/45/5

Cultural Notes / Rainfall (May avg.)

Centre for Alternative Technology / 47mm

Evelyn Glennie hails from Aberdeen / 64mm

Property Values / Crime Rate

going up / going up

going down / going down

Local History & Traditions

In 1400 Welsh ruler Owain Glyndwr of Powys
led the Welsh Revolt against the English

There have been human settlements in
Aberdeenshire for at least 8,000 years

* By car. ** As rated by a panel of 2,100 local residents, who gave marks out of 5 (0 = lowest mark, 5 = highest mark).

Where would you like to... a) visit for the day, b) go on holiday for a fortnight, ¢) move to for work or study, d) move to
permanently, e) never visit? Why? Answers will vary. When they have completed filling the gaps, students should
discuss which county they would like to visit for each question a) - e). They should produce appropriate reasons for
their choices — why they would choose one county rather than another. There are lots of sentences that students
could create using this information. For example: “I would like to visit Staffordshire for the day, because | love Alton
Towers [theme park]... but | wouldn't want to live there permanently, because the crime rate is increasing...” Or... ‘|
would like to move to Powys in Wales permanently, because it has very good leisure facilities and the property

values are going up...” [etc.]

Sample Questions

Sample Answers

What is the county town of ? The county town of is

What is the population of ? About people.

How many people live in ? About people live in

Which major towns and cities are there in are in

What is the area of ? It's

How big is ? .

How far is from John o’Groats? is from John o’Groats.
How long does it take to drive from John o’Groats It takes about to drive from John o’Groats
to [on average]? to [on average].

What tourist attractions has got? It's got .

What natural features are there in ? .

How do local residents rate education in out of five.

How high are hospitals rated in ? Quite high / low [etc.] — out of five.
What's the rating for leisure in ? out of five.

Tell me some cultural notes about . .

What is the average rainfall in May each year on average.

in ?
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How are the property values doing in ? They're

Is the crime rate in going up or down? It's

Tell me about the local history and traditions

of

Examples

How many people live in County Down About 516,000 people live in County Down.
How far is Staffordshire from John o’Groats? Staffordshire is 537 miles from John o’Groats.
How high are hospitals rated in Powys? Quite high — four out of five.

Tell me about the local history and traditions There have been human settlements in Aberdeenshire
of Aberdeenshire. for at least 8,000 years.

[etc.]

Extension: you could try to encourage some comparative/superlative questions and sentences too, for example:

Which is the largest county... a) by area, b) by population? Aberdeenshire is the largest county by area... [etc.]

Which county is the furthest from John o’Groats? Powys is the furthest...
Which county has the best hospitals? Aberdeenshire has the best...
[etc.]

Notes and Sources

Note 1:

In the question “Distance / Time from John o’Groats”, the figures quoted represent time and distance from John
0’'Groats to the county town. For example, from John o’Groats to Stafford. All figures for this question are quoted
from http://www.rac.co.uk/route-planner/ (accessed on 30.10.09).

Note 2:

Aberdeenshire is not technically a “county”, but rather a “council area" governed by a unitary authority. However, it is
generally treated as a county, and as such is included in this activity. For more information, see here:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council areas

Sources for factual information in this activity (accessed on 30.10.09):

http://www.answers.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/wl/
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
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Wedding Planning (Original Text)

Line

1 Maggie was staying at her friend Sophie’s in Derby for a few days. They were getting
2 ready to go out for a night on the town, and discussing Sophie’s impending wedding
3 to her fiancé Tony. Maggie was looking forward to being a bridesmaid.

4 “Tony wants to invite his whole bloomin’ family,” said Sophie, “And he’s got a
5 big family, that's for sure! They're scattered about everywhere! | mean, there’s his

6 dad in Scotland for starters...” “Is his dad Scottish?” asked Maggie, applying her

7 blusher. “No, but his partner is. His dad’s got five brothers and a half-sister, so Tony’s
8 got cousins coming out of his ears.” Sophie paused. “There’s his cousin John — the

9 Welsh one — who lives in Cardiff. There’s Jackie... and Manda in London; and then
10 there’s his Grandma and her new boyfriend in Belfast, and...” “How many people can
11 you invite?” interrupted Maggie, lacing up her boots. “About forty-five,” replied Sophie.
12 “We might be able to fit in a few more, if they don't have the sit-down meal. Thank

13 goodness my family’s just my parents and my brother!” “Don’t forget my family,”

14 said Maggie, checking her outfit in the full-length mirror. “Dennis will definitely go,

15 although | doubt he'll sit through the whole sermon in the church. He'll probably

16 wander outside and text his mates.” “Yeah, and that reminds me — | should invite my
17 godmother in Manchester,” said Sophie. They left the house and walked briskly to

18 the bus stop. “She’ll want me to invite her whole flippin’ brood. Like, she’s got two

19 kids in Cardiff — Lee and Sam, you know — and sisters in Liverpool, Birmingham...”
20 “The more the merrier!” laughed Maggie, adjusting her earrings, “It'll be OK.”

(284 words)

<

Wedding Planning (Text with 20 Differences)

Maggie was 1. saying (staying) at her friend Sophie’s in Derby for a few days. They were
getting ready to go out for a night on the town, and discussing 2. her (Sophie’s) impending
wedding to her fiancé Tony. Maggie was looking forward to 3. seeing (being) a
bridesmaid. “Tony 4. one (wants) to invite his whole bloomin’ family,” said Sophie, “And
he’s got a big family, that's for sure! They're scattered 5. around (about) everywhere! |
mean, there’s his dad in Scotland for 6. a start (starters)...” “Is his dad Scottish?” asked
Maggie, applying her blusher. “No, but his partner is. His dad’s got 7. nine (five) brothers
and a half-sister, so Tony’s got 8. brothers (cousins) coming out of his ears.” Sophie
paused. “There’s his cousin John — the Welsh one — who lives in 9. Wales (Cardiff). There’'s
Jackie... and Manda in 10. Liverpool (London); and then there’s his Grandma and her new
boyfriend in 11. Bath (Belfast), and...” “How many people can you invite?” interrupted
Maggie, lacing up her 12. shoes (boots). “About forty-five,” replied Sophie. “We might be
able to fit in a few more, if they don’t have the sit-down 13. tea (meal). Thank goodness my
family’s just my parents and my brother!” “Don’t forget my family,” said 14. dad (Maggie),
checking her outfit in the full-length mirror. “Dennis will definitely go, although | doubt

15. eel (he'll) sit through the whole sermon in the church. He'll probably wander outside and
text his mates.” “Yeah, and 16. than (that) reminds me — | should invite my godmother in
17. York (Manchester),” said Sophie. They left the house and walked briskly to the bus stop.
“She’ll want me to 18. ask (invite) her whole flippin’ brood. Like, she’s got two kids in

19. Oxford (Cardiff) — Lee and Sam, you know — and sisters in Liverpool, Birmingham...”
“The more the merrier!” laughed Maggie, adjusting her earrings, “It'll be 20. great (OK).”

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Multi-Purpose Text

Wedding Planning (Gap-Fill = Function Words)

Maggie was staying at 1. friend Sophie’s in Derby for a few days. They
were getting ready to go out for a night 2. the town, and discussing
Sophie’s impending wedding to her fiancé Tony. Maggie was looking forward
3. being a bridesmaid.

“Tony wants to invite his whole bloomin’ family,” said Sophie, “And he’s got
4, big family, that's for sure! 5. scattered about
everywhere! 6. mean, there’s his dad in Scotland for starters...” “Is his
dad Scottish?” asked Maggie, applying her blusher. “No, 7. his partner
is. His dad’s got five brothers and a half-sister, so Tony’s got cousins coming out of his ears.”
Sophie paused. “There’s his cousin John — the Welsh one — 8. lives in
Cardiff. There’s Jackie... and Manda in London; and then there’s his Grandma and her new
boyfriend 9. Belfast, and...” “How many people 10.
you invite?” interrupted Maggie, lacing up her boots. “About forty-five,” replied Sophie. “We
might be able to fit in a few more, if 11. don’t have the sit-down meal.
Thank goodness my family’s just my parents and my brother!” “Don’t forget my family,” said
Maggie, checking her oultfit in the full-length mirror. “Dennis will definitely go,
12. | doubt he'll sit through the whole sermon in the church. He'll
probably wander outside and text his mates.” “Yeah, and 13. reminds
me — | should invite my godmother in Manchester,” said Sophie. They left the house and
walked briskly 14. the bus stop. “She’ll want me to invite her whole
flippin’ brood. Like, she’s got two kids in Cardiff — Lee and Sam, you know — and sisters in
Liverpool, Birmingham...” “The more the merrier!” laughed Maggie, adjusting her earrings,
‘el 15. OK.”

<

Wedding Planning (Multiple Choice — Use of English)

Maggie was staying at her 1. a) friend’s, b) friend, c¢) friends Sophie’s in Derby for a few
days. They were getting ready to go out for a night on the town, and discussing Sophie’s
impending wedding to 2. a) his, b) their, ¢) her fiancé Tony. Maggie was looking forward
to being a bridesmaid. “Tony wants to invite his whole bloomin’ 3. a) family, b) families,

c) friend,” said Sophie, “And he’s got a big family, that’s for sure! They’re scattered about

4. a) somewhere, b) everywhere, c) nowhere! | mean, there’s his dad in Scotland for
starters...” “5. a) Will, b) Was, c) Is his dad Scottish?” asked Maggie, applying her blusher.
“6. a) Yes, b) No, c) Maybe, but his partner is. His dad’s got five 7. a) brothers, b) brother,
c) sisters and a half-sister, so Tony’s got cousins coming out of his ears.” Sophie

8. a) pause, b) pauses, c) paused. “There’s his cousin John — the Welsh 9. a) brother,

b) one, c) cousin — who lives in Cardiff. There's Jackie... 10. a) but, b) because, ¢) and
Manda in London; and then there’s his Grandma and her new boyfriend in Belfast, and...”
“How many people can you invite?” interrupted Maggie, lacing 11.a)in, b) out, c) up her
boots. “About forty-five,” replied Sophie. “We might be able to fit in a few more, if they don't
have the sit-down meal. Thank goodness my family’s 12. a) still, b) just, ¢c) be my parents
and my brother!” “Don’t forget my family,” said Maggie, checking her outfit in the full-length
mirror. “Dennis will definitely 13. a) going, b) goes, c¢) go, although | doubt he’ll sit through
the whole sermon in the church. He'll probably wander outside and text his mates.” “Yeah,
and that reminds me — | should invite my godmother in Manchester,” said Sophie. They

14. a) leave, b) left, ¢) leaf the house and walked briskly to the bus stop. “She’ll want me to
invite her whole flippin’ brood. Like, she’s got two kids in Cardiff — Lee and Sam, you know —
and sisters in Liverpool, Birmingham...” “The 15. a) more, b) few, c) least the merrier!”
laughed Maggie, adjusting her earrings, “It'll be OK.”
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Wedding Planning (Comprehension Questions)

1. How many guests can Sophie and Tony 16. Who has got a godmother in
have at the wedding? Manchester?
2. Did Maggie lace up her boots before she put 17. How is Maggie involved in the
on her blusher? wedding?
3. Where does Manda live? 18. Who has got a Grandma in Belfast?
4. Which city was Maggie staying in? 19. How many brothers has Tony’s dad
5. What does Tony want to do? got?
6. Where was Maggie staying? 20. Whose boyfriend will Sophie invite?
7. How long was Maggie staying at Sophie’s? 21. What is the name of Sophie’s fiancé?
8. Is Tony Maggie’s fiancé? 22. What form of transport were they
9. How many children does Sophie’s planning to use?
godmother have? 23. What does Maggie think Dennis will
10. Where were Maggie and Sophie going? do during the sermon?
11. How many different places are mentioned in 24. Whose son is called Lee?
the text? 25. What was Maggie looking forward to?
12. Will Dennis attend the wedding? 26. Who is Scottish?
13. Who has got one brother? 27. Where does Tony’s dad live?
14. Did Maggie check her outfit in the mirror 28. Who has got a lot of cousins?
before she adjusted her earrings? 29. Has Sophie got a large family?
15. Who lives in Wales? 30. Who lives in Belfast?
<
Wedding Planning (True, False, or Unknown?)
1. Maggie is Sophie’s friend. 18. Maggie hopes that the wedding will be
2. Tony's dad’s partner is from Scotland. cancelled.
3. Maggie wasn't wearing earrings. 19. Dennis doesn’t know how to send a
4. Maggie’s parents will be invited to the text.
wedding. 20. Sophie has got a very big family.
5. Sophie hasn't seen her godmother for ages. 21. Tony's grandma recently started
6. Maggie put on her shoes. dating somebody.
7. Sophie’s godmother’s three kids live in 22. Sophie and Tony can invite about
Cardiff. forty-five people to the wedding.
8. Tony has got eleven cousins. 23. Dennis isn’t keen on church sermons.
9. Maggie was staying in Derby. 24. Tony’s aunts are called Jackie and
10. Sophie and Maggie went out for the Manda.
evening. 25. Sophie’s future father-in-law is
11. Tony is going to get married to Sophie. Scaottish.
12. Maggie would prefer a small wedding. 26. Sophie’s got long dark hair.
13. Sophie’s godmother’s sisters all live in 27. Dennis and Tony have never met.
Liverpool. 28. Tony’s family don't all live in the same
14. Maggie stayed at Sophie’s for two nights. town.
15. Sophie is really looking forward to the 29. Tony's grandma lives in Bristol.
wedding. 30. Maggie was wearing expensive
16. Tony’s cousin John is an electrician. earrings.
17. Sophie doesn't like Tony’s family.
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Glossary of New Words

Here are some words and phrases from the text that may be new to students. You could
either pre-teach them, or encourage your students to find translations in a bilingual dictionary
and write them in the gaps below. Stressed syllables are underlined.

to go out for a night on the town (idiom: go clubbing)

impending (adjective: forthcoming)

bloomin’ (intensifier, slang: a mild swear word; implies annoyance with the noun that follows)

for starters (idiom: to start with)

coming out of his ears (idiom: he has a lot of sthg.)

to lace up (phrasal verb: do up with laces)

sit-down meal (noun phrase: a formal dinner)

Thank goodness! (exclamation: you feel relief about sthg.)

© ©® N o gk~ w0 NP

sermon (noun: a talk given in church by a vicar)

(SN
o

. to wander (verb: walk slowly and without purpose)

[EEN
[N

. godmother (noun: in Christianity, the person who promises at a child’s baptism to provide spiritual

guidance)

"

12. flippin’ (intensifier, slang: as “bloomin’, above)

13. brood (nhoun, slang: family)

14. The more the merrier! (saying: literally, if more people come, we'll have a better time)

15. to adjust (verb: alter the position of sthg.)

Note: in the text Sophie uses several discourse markers when she speaks. Discourse
markers are words or phrases that have no meaning on their own, but which help the speaker
to organise what they're saying. The function of “I mean...” (line 5) and “Like...” (line 18) is
to draw attention to what follows. The function of “you know...” (line 19) is to give the
speaker a short pause — thinking time — before they continue.

Answers

Wedding Planning (Gap-Fill — Function Words)

1. her 6.1 11. they
2.0n 7. but 12. although
3.to 8. who 13. that

4.a 9.in 14. to

5. They're 10. can 15. be
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Multi-Purpose Text

Wedding Planning (Multiple Choice — Use of English)

1.b) 6. b) 11.¢)
2.0) 7.a) 12. b)
3.a) 8.¢C) 13.¢)
4. b) 9.b) 14. b)
5.¢) 10. ¢) 15. a)

Wedding Planning (Comprehension Questions)

1. About forty-five. 16. Sophie.
2. No. 17. She’s going to be a bridesmaid.
3. In London. 18. Tony.
4. Derby. 19. Five.
5. Invite his whole family to the wedding. 20. Tony’s grandma’s boyfriend.
6. At her friend Sophie’s in Derby. 21. Tony.
7. For afew days. 22. Bus.
8. No. 23. Wander outside and text his mates.
9. Two. 24. Sophie’s godmother’s son.
10. Out for a night on the town. 25. Being a bridesmaid at Sophie’s
11. Eight. [In order:] Derby, Scotland, wedding.
Cardiff, London, Belfast, Manchester, 26. Tony’s dad'’s partner.
Liverpool, and Birmingham. 27. In Scotland.
12. Yes. 28. Tony.
13. Sophie. 29. No.
14. Yes. 30. Tony’s Grandma and her new
15. Tony's cousin John, and Sophie’s boyfriend.

godmother’s kids, Lee and Sam.

Wedding Planning (True, False, or Unknown?)

(T = True, F = False, U = Unknown)

1. T 11. T 21. T
2. T 12. F 22. T
3. F 13. F 23. T
4. U 14. U 24. F
5. U 15. U 25. F
6. F 16. U 26. U
7. F 17. U 27. U
8. U 18. F 28. T
9. T 19. F 29. F
10. T 20. F 30. U

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



Talk a Lot

Places in the UK

Discussion Questions

1. Have you ever visited the UK? Why did you go? How did
you get there? How long did you stay? If no, would you like to go?

2 . Tell me about some famous places in the UK... a) a city, b) a tourist

attraction, c) a place of cultural interest, d) a place of outstanding natural
beauty, e) an historical site. What is your favourite place in the UK? Why?

3 . Have you ever worked or studied abroad? If yes, where did

you go? Tell me about something funny that happened there. If no, would you
like to? Is it beneficial to work or study in another country? Why? Why not?

4. Do you think that students of English should spend time living in an
English-speaking country? Why? / Why not? [[ ]]

5. Have you ever had any problems understanding native speakers of

English with accents that differ from Standard Pronunciation? E.g. people
from Liverpool, Australia, or Scotland? What differences did you notice?

6 . Do people from each country in the UK — England, Scotland, Wales, and

Northern Ireland — have characteristics that are particular to their country?
What are they? Are there stereotypes associated with people from each
country? Discuss them. Is there such a thing as a typical British person? What
is the main characteristic of people from... a) your region, b) your country?

/. How do you usually feel when you visit a foreign country? Do people
there make you feel welcome, or do you think that they look down on you?

8 . How popular is British culture — music, TV programmes, fashion — in your

country? Are there any British songs in your music charts? Does culture from
English-speaking countries generally add to or damage the native cultures of
other countries?
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Agree or Disagree?

Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Say why. Find out what your partner thinks,
and mark the boxes with v for agree and X for disagree:
Me: My Partner:

[

1. I would love to live in the UK for either work or study.

2. Britain is a cold, wet, windy country where it's difficult to get a tan.

3. “Coffee in England is just toasted milk.” — Christopher Fry

4. Everybody in Britain is rich.

5. London is a great place to visit, but | wouldn’t want to live there.

6. “England and America are two countries separated by a common
language.” — George Bernard Shaw

7. English food is terrible!

8. | prefer watching British TV shows to those made in my country.

9. English people are too shy.

O OO0 Oo0oo0oogoaoad

10. “England has forty-two religions and only two sauces.” — Voltaire

O O oOooo0o OoOooaonoao

11. The UK really is four separate countries. The people of O
England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland have got very little in common.

12. The best football teams in the world come from Britain. | ]
13. People in the UK have too many different accents! | |
14. “The English are not happy unless they are miserable.” | |

— George Orwell

15. British politicians can’t be trusted. D D
16. The English can be proud of their history. D D
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Role Plays

1. “My wall’s higher than your wall!”

Place: A remote heath on the border of Roman Britain and what is now Scotland
Time: AD 122 (8.04 am)

Characters: You and a Roman Soldier

Situation; You are a barbarian who lives nearby. You can't help but notice that the

Romans have recently started building a wall to keep you out of Britain...

Scenes: i) You spot a Roman soldier building part of Hadrian’s Wall. Ask him why he’s
building it. Goad him by going backwards and forwards across the border.
Object when he calls you a barbarian and explain how civilised you are
i) A few days later, you return to where the soldier is building the wall. This
time you've brought your own tools and stones, and you start to build your
own wall — about two metres in front of the soldier’'s wall (on the English side)
iii) The outcome of this building rivalry could be... a) two long walls, one in
front of the other; b) you are taken prisoner by the Roman army and your
tools are destroyed; c) you both decide to become friends, join forces, and
build a pub on the site, instead of two walls; d) your own idea...!

If there are three people in the group, the third character could be:
a) A Roman centurion — the soldier’'s boss — who really hates barbarians

b) The director of a local building firm, who offers to build both walls for half the price

2. “I'm travelling back in time!”

Place: A deserted car park on the edge of town

Time: 12.02% am

Characters: You play a regular Joe/Jane; the other student plays three different
characters

Situation; Walking home alone late one night you stumble upon a time machine at the

back of a local supermarket. Intrigued, you get inside and close the door...

Scenes: i) The year is 1800 BC. You open the door and realise that you have travelled
back in time to Stonehenge. You withess something amazing, and you're
now able to finally solve the great mystery of why it was built...

i) You try to get back to the present, but stepping out of the time machine
you find that you have landed in Sherwood Forest in the 12" century — the
time of Robin Hood and his Merry Men. You find out that the legend about
robbing from the rich and giving to the poor isn’t quite what it seems...

iii) Still trying to get home, your time machine crashes in Stratford-upon-Avon
in 1608. You discover who the real author of those plays really was, before...

If there are three people in the group, the third character could be:

a) The inventor of the time machine, who desperately needs to get it back
b) Another character from each period in history
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Role Play Extensions

Here are some additional situations for students to use as starting points for new role plays
based on the topic of “Places in the UK”:

K

Places in the UK

1. You are a stressed-out travel agent. Your manager has recently told you that if you don’t
sell more UK-based family holidays you will be fired. A customer comes in and wants to book
a short break for their family. You try to sell them a holiday in Scotland, then in Wales, then in
Northern Ireland, and then in England. Go through the main selling points of each place — for
example, the interesting and beautiful places that await them in each country of the UK!
However, the customer is hard to please and raises objections to each selling point, for
example, the weather will be bad, the food will be terrible, and so on.

2. You run a small business on the shores of Loch Ness, selling boat trips to the centre of the
loch in order to find Nessie, the Loch Ness Monster. You charge a lot of money to gullible
tourists for what is really only a fifteen-minute boat trip on a cold, foggy lake. However, one
day you get more than you bargained for when the real Loch Ness Monster appears from out
of the depths of the loch and demands a percentage of your profits from the business. When
you refuse, she eats you and takes over the boat trip business herself, which means that she
is effectively selling boat trips on the loch to search for herself. When people realise that they
can see the monster on land (selling the boat trips), they don’t want to pay to see her in the
loch, so unfortunately the business folds. The monster disappears back into obscurity and
vows never to return to land — until the next attractive business opportunity arises...

<
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Vocabulary Test

First Language English

Cardiff

Scotland

Sherwood Forest

Belfast

Stonehenge

England

Wimbledon

Stratford-upon-Avon

Northern Ireland

Cardigan Bay

Loch Ness

Wales

Skegness

Edinburgh

Snowdonia

London

Norfolk Broads

York

Great Britain

John o’Groats
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Lesson Test — Places in the UK

A) Fill in the missing vowels in these places, and say which country of the UK they are in:

1.H__dr___ ns W__ Il 4.L __ch N__ ss
2Cl__mb__r P__ rk 556 nts C___ s w__y
B3W__ _mbl__d__n 6. It n T_ w__rs

B) Decide whether these sentences about places in the UK are true or false:

1. England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales form the United Kingdom.

2. Llandudno is a seaside town on the north coast of Wales.

3. Greenwich is famous for football and music.

4. Cambridge is home to the oldest university in the UK.

5. Orkney is an archipelago about ten miles off the coast of Northern Scotland.
6. Hathersage is a pretty village in Nottinghamshire.

C) Underline the odd one out in each group of places and give a reason:

1. cardigan Bay, Brick Lane, Sherwood Forest 3. Skegness, Oxford, Bournemouth, Llandudno
2. Bristol, Skegness, Belfast, York 4. England, Scotland, Cardiff, Wales

Complete the sentence blocks:

D) verb Form:

- Barbara’s climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade.

- How 1. times has Barbara climbed in Snowdonia in the past decade?
- 2. times.

- 3. Barbara climbed in Snowdonia five times in the past decade?
- Yes, 4. has.

- Has Barbara climbed in Snowdonia 5. in the past decade?

- 6. , she hasn’t. Barbara hasn'’t climbed in Snowdonia six times in

the past decade.

E) Verb Form:

- My grandparents are heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to Bristol in the
afternoon.

-7. is heading for Stonehenge this morning, before driving to
Bristol in the afternoon?

-My 8. are.

- Are 9. grandparents heading for Stonehenge this morning,
before driving to Bristol in the afternoon?

- Yes, they 10. .

-11. your parents heading for Stonehenge this morning, before
driving to Bristol in the afternoon?

- No, they aren’'t. My parents 12. heading for Stonehenge this

morning, before driving to Bristol in the afternoon.
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Lesson Test
Answers

A) 1. Hadrian’s Wall (England). 2. Clumber Park (England). 3. Wimbledon (England).
4. Loch Ness (Scotland). 5. Giant’s Causeway (Northern Ireland). 6. Alton Towers (England).

B) 1. False (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales form the United Kingdom).

2. True. 3. False (Manchester is famous for football and music). 4. False (Cambridge is home
to the second-oldest university in the UK. Oxford is home to the oldest). 5. True. 6. False
(Hathersage is a pretty village in Derbyshire).

C) 1. Brick Lane (because it's an urban place, while the other places are natural features).
2. Belfast (because it's in Northern Ireland, while the other places are in England). 3. Oxford
(because it's inland, while the other places are seaside towns). 4. Cardiff (because it's a city,
while the other places are countries in the UK).

D) Verb form: present perfect. 1. many. 2. Five. 3. Has. 4. she. 5. six times. 6. No.

E) Verb form: present continuous. 7. Who. 8. grandparents. 9. your. 10. are. 11. Are.
12. aren't.
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