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Politics

Sentence Blocks

1. (Present Simple) The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.
Who

2. (Present Continuous) We're going to a demonstration tomorrow, to

support striking union members.
Where

3 . (Past Simple) Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because

they promised to bring down taxes.
Why

4. (Past Continuous) Carl’s brother was waiting to speak in the school

debate.
What

5 . (Present Perfect) I've just briefed Sean on the phone about the
campaign meeting.
Who

6 . (Modal Verbs) The opposition should be a lot more critical of the

government’s plans for schools.
Which

/. (Future Forms) The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.
When

8 . (First Conditional) If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our

society, things will get worse.
What

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Sentence Blocks

Note: the last two lines of each sentence block will vary. Below there are examples given for each sentence block,
but students should think of their own way to get the negative forms in the last line. See the Talk a Lot Elementary
Handbook for full instructions (available free from www.englishbanana.com).

Answers

1. (Present Simple) The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs. / Who deals with foreign affairs? / The Foreign
Secretary does. / Does the Foreign Secretary deal with foreign affairs? / Yes, he / she does. / Does the Home
Secretary deal with foreign affairs? / No, he / she doesn’t. The Home Secretary doesn’t deal with foreign affairs.

2. (Present Continuous) We're going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members. / Where are
you going tomorrow, to support striking union members? / To a demonstration. / Are you going to a demonstration
tomorrow, to support striking union members? / Yes, we are. / Are you going to a meeting tomorrow, to support
striking union members? / No, we aren’t. We aren’t going to a meeting tomorrow, to support striking union members.

3. (Past Simple) Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes. / Why did
Tony vote Conservative in the last election? / Because they promised to bring down taxes. / Did Tony vote
Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes? / Yes, he did. / Did Tony vote
Conservative in the last election, because he agreed with all of their policies? / No, he didn’t. Tony didn’t vote
Conservative in the last election, because he agreed with all of their policies.

4. (Past Continuous) Carl’'s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate. / What was Carl’'s brother waiting to
do? / Speak in the school debate. / Was Carl’s brother waiting to speak in the school debate? / Yes, he was. / Was
Carl's brother waiting to use the photocopier? / No, he wasn'’t. Carl’s brother wasn’t waiting to use the photocopier.

5. (Present Perfect) I've just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting. / Who have you just briefed
on the phone about the campaign meeting? / Sean. / Have you just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign
meeting? / Yes, | have. / Have you just briefed Victoria on the phone about the campaign meeting? / No, | haven't. |
haven't just briefed Victoria on the phone about the campaign meeting.

6. (Modal Verbs) The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools. / Which plans
should the opposition be a lot more critical of? / The government’s plans for schools. / Should the opposition be a lot
more critical of the government’s plans for schools? / Yes, it should. / Should the opposition be a lot more critical of
the government’s plans for a new staff restaurant? / No, it shouldn’t. The opposition shouldn’t be a lot more critical of
the government’s plans for a new staff restaurant.

7. (Future Forms) The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes. / When do the polls open around the
country? / In fifteen minutes. / Do the polls open around the country in fifteen minutes? / Yes, they do. / Do the polls
open around the country in half an hour? / No, they don’t. The polls don’t open around the country in half an hour.

8. (First Conditional) If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse. / What will
happen if we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society? / Things will get worse. / Will things get worse, if we
don't speak out against the injustice in our society? / Yes, they will. / Will things get better, if we don’t speak out
against the injustice in our society? / No, they won’t. Things won't get better, if we don’t speak out against the
injustice in our society.

Sentence Block Extensions

For all of the sentence block starting sentences there are at least two different wh- question words that can be used
to make sentence blocks. In one case seven different sentence blocks can be made from the same starting sentence
when using different wh- question words. There isn’'t room here to print in full all of the sentence block extensions
from this unit. Hopefully, the answers given above will give you the teacher (or you the student) enough guidance to
be able to make the sentence block extensions for this unit with confidence.

For example, let's look at the third starting sentence from this unit:

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.

On the handout the wh- question word that is given is “Why”, but this starting sentence also works equally well with
six other wh- question words: “What”, “When”, “Who”, “Which” (x2), and “How":

What did Tony do in the last election? / He voted Conservative, because they promised to bring down taxes.
When did Tony vote Conservative, because they promised to bring down taxes? / In the last election.
Who voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes? / Tony did.

Which party did Tony vote for in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes? / The Conservative
Party.

In which election did Tony vote Conservative, because they promised to bring down taxes? / In the last election.
How did Tony vote in the last election? / Conservative.

The idea is easy. Change the wh- question word each time and you can make several completely different sentence
blocks from the original starting sentence, simply by finding the relevant information for the answer in the starting
sentence. As you can see below, sometimes the same wh- question word can be used more than once to make

different sentence blocks.

You could cut out and give the section below to students:

¥
Politics

Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this unit using different “wh-"
guestion words:

WHAT WHERE | WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW
1. what (x2) which
2. what (x2) when who why which
3. what when who which (x2) how
4., where who which

whose

5. what (x2) where when which how
6. what who (x2) which (2™ how
7. what (x2) where how soon
8. | what (2" when how

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 from English Banana.com
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Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)
Politics

. The Foreign Secretary deals with foreign affairs.

. We're going to a demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.

. Tony voted Conservative in the last election, because they promised to bring down taxes.
. Carl’'s brother was waiting to speak in the school debate.

. I've just briefed Sean on the phone about the campaign meeting.

. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.

. The polls open around the country in fifteen minutes.

0o N o 0o A W DN PP

. If we don’t speak out against the injustice in our society, things will get worse.

<

Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Politics

1. Foreign Secretary deals foreign affairs.

2. going demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.

3. Tony voted Conservative last election, promised to bring down taxes.
4. Carl's brother waiting to speak school debate.

5. just briefed Sean phone campaign meeting.

6 opposition lot critical government’s plans for schools.

7. polls open country in fifteen minutes.

8 don’t speak out injustice society, things get worse.

<
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Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Politics

1. Foreign Secretary deals foreign affairs.

2. going demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.

3. Tony voted Conservative last election, promised to bring down taxes.
4. Carl's brother waiting to speak school debate.

5. just briefed Sean phone campaign meeting.

6. opposition lot critical government’s plans for schools.

7. polls open country in fifteen minutes.

8. don't speak out injustice society, things get worse.

<

Sentence Blocks — Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds

Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed
syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the
sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.

Politics
/o/ e/ fit/ /o/ eal
1. Foreign Secretary deals foreign affairs.
fau/ /e1/ /o/ /oy far/  ai/ le/
2. going demonstration tomorrow, to support striking union members.
fau/  [au/ /31 lai/ el /o/ h/ Jau/ lel
3. Tony voted Conservative last election, promised to bring down taxes.
lai/ /Al le1/ fiz/ i/ ler/
4. Carl's brother waiting to speak school debate.
/Al it/ a1/ [au/ let/ i/
5. just briefed Sean phone campaign meeting.
h/ /o/ / /A &/ /ux/
6. opposition lot critical government’s plans for schools.
Jau/ lau/ /Al N/ N/
7. polls open country in fifteen minutes.
[au/ fiz/ Jav/ IA/ fal/ N/ lel I3/
8. don't speak out injustice society, things get worse.
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Connected Sentence Cards (Page 1/3)

- S - T S -
The Foreign Secretary deals
| with ] foreign I affairs. il We're |
] going | 1]] o 1] a ] demonstration ]
] tomorrow, 1] to 1] support ] striking ]
: union : : members. : : Tony : : voted :
| Conservative B in | the | last |
| election, B because B they 1 promised i
: to : : bring : : down : : taxes. :
] Carl's I brother I was 1] waiting |
: to : : speak : : in : : the :
next page >
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Connected Sentence Cards (Page 2/3)

] school I debate. il T've | just |
: briefed : : Sean : : on : : the :
i phone i about | the | campaign ]
: meeting. : : The : : opposition : : should :
| be Il a 11 lot i more |
| critical il of I the i government's i
| plans il for i schools. i The i
: polls : : open : : around : : the :
| country | in ] fifteen ] minutes. |
: If : : we : : don't : : speak :
next page >
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Connected Sentence Cards (Page 3/3)

— - AN . — -
out against the injustice
in our society, things
will get worse.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com




Connected Sentence Cards (Page 1/3)

Talk a Lot

Politics

s<
I The H I Foreign I I Secretary H I deals I
I with I I foreign I | affairs. I I We're H
I going I I ] a H Idemons’rmﬁon I
I Tomorrow,H I ] I support I I striking I
I union I I members. I I Tony : I voted I
I Conservaﬁvel |:| I I the | I last I
H election, I I because I I they i I promised I
I to H I bring I I down I I taxes. I
I Carl's I I brother H I was I I waiting I
I to H I speak I H in I I the H

next page >
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Connected Sentence Cards (Page 2/3)

I school I I debate. i i T've I I just I
I briefed I I Sean I : on I I the H
I phone I H about I I the H I campaign I
I meeting. I I The : H opposition I I should I
I be H | a | I lot I I more H
I critical I | of I I the H Igovernmen‘r’s I
I plans I I for H I schools. I I The i
I polls I : open I H around I I the :
I country H | in I I fifteen I I minutes. I
H If I I we H I don't I I speak I

next page >
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Connected Sentence Cards (Page 3/3)

against

I the

H injustice

out I

our

I society,

I things

I will

I get

B | [ ]

I worse. I

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com




Talk a Lot

Politics

6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.

[ ]

1

critical

|

UL

5 vowel sound: I:l

4 stressed syllable: I:l I:l

1 content word: opposition lot

2. no.of sylables: [ [

1 function word: The should be a more

7  connecting sounds: I:l I:l | | | | | | | | |

6 weak forms:

5 featuresof C5: [ 1 1 [ 1 L1 |

9 missing/new sound: : : I | I | | I | | |
10 example(s) with IPA:

3 suffixes:

3 compound nouns:

7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.

Talk a Lot

Politics

5 vowel sound: / /o/ /
0 0 0
4 stressed syllable:
1 content word: opposition lot critical
0000 0 00O
2 no. of syllables:
1 function word: The should be a more
7  connecting sounds: | cC | | % | vVC | cC | VC
6 weak forms: \W w W w
8 features of C.S.: E I E | I | | L I E, G | L
9  missing/new sound: /J/ /d/ /J/ It/ 17/
10 example(s) with IPA:  The opposition should... /01.jD.pa'z1.fon. [u.bi.ja.'I?.mo:'kr1.t1.kal.ov.0a'ga.vo.mans'plenz.fa'skuzlz/
3 suffixes: opposi-tion, critic-al
3 compound nouns: none
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound
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Politics

6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.

1 content word: government's plans schools.
1 function word: of the for
7  connecting sounds: | | | | I:l | | |
6 weak forms:
8 features of C.S.: | I | | : | | |
9 missing/new sound: | I | | : | | |
10 example(s) with IPA:
3 suffixes:
3 compound nouns:
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com




Talk a Lot

Politics

6. The opposition should be a lot more critical of the government’s plans for schools.

5 vowel sound: /A /& fui/
0 0 0
4 stressed syllable:
1 content word: government's plans schools.
0O 0 O 0 0
2 no. of syllables:
1 function word: of the for
7  connecting sounds: | cC | | VC | | cC | | VC |
6 weak forms: w w W
8 features of C.S.: | L I | L | | L | | L |
9 missing/new sound: | I | | : | | | |
10 example(s) with IPA:  The opposition should... /O1.jD.pa'z1.[an.Ju.bi.ja.'I0?.mo:'kr1.t1.kal.ov.09'ga.vo.mans'plaenz.fa'sku:lz/
3 suffixes: govern-ment’s
3 compound nouns: none
7 connecting sounds: 8 features of connected speech:
cc | consonant sound to consonant sound GLACIER: Contraction a word is shortened
cv | consonant sound to vowel sound Glottal stops | an empty space without sound /?/ Intrusion a new sound appears —/j/, /w/, or It/
vc | vowel sound to consonant sound Linking syllables connect together Elision a sound disappears
vv | vowel sound to vowel sound Assimilation | asound changes R-linking syllables connect with /r/ sound
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Discussion Words

constituency

government trust ) democracy voter
representative MP politics improvement
debate strike decision Conservative
Party
economy council election tax
president Labour Party policy state
dictator satire United Nations anarchist
idealism corruption bill politician
monarchy citizen prime minister ideology
opposition mayor majority fascism
Parliament legislation freedom

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Discussion Words (with the IPA)

b

/'gA.va.mont/ /trast/ /di'mp.kra.si/ /'vau.ta/
/re.pra'zen.ta.tiv/ /em'piz/ /'po.la.tiks/ /im'prouvv.mont/
/dr'bert/ /strark/ /d1's1.30n/ /kon's31.va.t1v.paz.ti/
/1'’kp.na.mi/ /'kavnt.sal/ /t'lek. [an/ /teeks/
/'pre.zi.dant/ /'ler.ba.paz:.ti/ /'po.la.si/ /stert/
/dik'ter.to/ ['se.taro/ /juz.nar.tad'ner. fonz/ ['@en.a.kist/

/ar'dra.li.zm/

/ka'rAp.[on/

/bil/

/po.1a't1. fon/

/'mon.a.ki/

/'s1t.1.zon/

/prar'min.1.sto/

/a1.di'jol.a.d3zi:/

/D.pa'z1.fan/

/mea/

/ma'd3p.13.t1/

['fee.[1.zm/

/kan'strt.jur.wont.si/

/'pa:.la.mont/

/le.d3zr'sler. fon/

/'friz.dom/
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Discussion Words — Visualisations

improvement

m
a
&5
2.0
&
A
%
X
3
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3
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S
0’40
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Images reproduced by kind permission of: http://www.wordle.net/
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10.

9.

10.

11.

Talk a Lot

Politics

General Questions

Are there any words or phrases that you don’'t know? Find them in a dictionary.
Take some cards. Describe the word or phrase on a card without saying it.

How many words and phrases have... a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables,
d) 4 syllables, e) 5 syllables, f) 6 syllables?

Put words and phrases with more than one syllable into groups according to where
the strong stress falls.

Put the words and phrases into alphabetical order.
Find and put into groups... a) compound nouns, b) words with suffixes.

Find words that... a) begin with a vowel sound, b) end with a vowel sound, c) begin
with a consonant sound, d) end with a consonant sound. Put them into sound groups.

Find words which contain silent letters (letters which are not pronounced).
How many words and phrases can you remember when they are all turned over?

Put words and phrases that contain the same sounds into groups, using the IPA.

Lesson Questions

Which word sounds like... a) bike, b) great, c) revision, d) wax, e) bear, f) relate?
Find the two main political parties in the UK.
Which word is a kind of humour which makes fun of politics and politicians?

i) Find a word which has a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the... a) 1st syllable,
b) 2" syllable, c) 3" syllable, etc. ii) Do any words and phrases not have a schwa?

a) Put together the different political ideologies. b) How do you feel about each one?
Scandal, sleaze, bribery, fraud, and dirty tricks can all be described by this word.
This word defines a nation’s financial system.

Which word means... a) strategy, b) optimism, c) ballot, d) administration, e) workers’
revolt, f) opponent, g) elector, h) liberty?

Find all of the different people, and describe what each one does.
“Governments should pass a) which leads to the b) of voters’ lives.”

This is an international organisation that gets countries talking to one another.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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Discussion Words Question Sheet

Answers

General Questions
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

3. a) 6 words have 1 syllable: mayor, strike, tax, state, bill, trust. b) 6 words have 2 syllables: voter, MP, debate,
council, satire, freedom. c¢) 14 words have 3 syllables: government, politics, improvement, decision, election,
president, policy, dictator, anarchist, corruption, monarchy, citizen, Parliament, fascism. d) 9 words and phrases have
4 syllables: legislation, economy, Labour Party, politician, prime minister, opposition, majority, democracy, idealism.
e) 4 words and phrases have 5 syllables: constituency, United Nations, ideology, representative. f) 1 phrase has 6
syllables: Conservative Party.

4. 2 syllables: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: voter, council, satire, freedom; these words
have the strong stress on the second syllable: MP, debate. 3 syllables: these words have the strong stress on the
first syllable: fascism, politics, president, policy, anarchist, monarchy, citizen, Parliament, government; these words
have the strong stress on the middle syllable: improvement, decision, election, dictator, corruption. 4 syllables: this
phrase has the strong stress on the first syllable: Labour Party; these words and phrases have the strong stress on
the second syllable: economy, prime minister, majority, democracy; these words have the strong stress on the third
syllable: opposition, politician, legislation. 5 syllables: this word has the strong stress on the second syllable:
idealism, constituency; these words have the strong stress on the third syllable: ideology, representative; this phrase
has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: United Nations. 6 syllables: this phrase has the strong stress on the
second syllable: Conservative Party.

5. Anarchist, bill, citizen, Conservative Party, constituency, corruption, council, debate, decision, democracy, dictator,
economy, election, fascism, freedom, government, idealism, ideology, improvement, Labour Party, legislation,
majority, mayor, monarchy, MP, opposition, Parliament, policy, politician, politics, president, prime minister,
representative, satire, state, strike, tax, trust, United Nations, voter.

6. a) None of the words or phrases are compound nouns. b) The following words and phrases contain suffixes:
corruption, election, legislation, opposition, United Nations; government, improvement, Parliament; constituency,
democracy, policy; prime minister, voter; fascism, idealism; anarchist; citizen; Conservative Party; council;
decision; dictator; economy; freedom; ideology; Labour Party; majority; monarchy; politician; president;
representative; satire.

7. a) These words all begin with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /1/ economy, election, improvement;
/a1/ idealism, ideology; /e/ anarchist; /o/ opposition.

b) These words and phrases all end with a vowel sound (grouped by IPA sound): /i/ democracy, Labour Party,
Conservative Party, economy, policy, monarchy, constituency, majority, ideology; /o/ voter, prime minister, dictator;
/a19/ satire; /iz/ MP; /ea/ mayor.

¢) These words and phrases all begin with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /p/ Parliament, policy,
politician, politics, president, prime minister; /k/ Conservative Party, constituency, corruption, council; /d/ debate,
decision, democracy, dictator; /s/ citizen, satire, state, strike; /m/ majority, mayor, monarchy; /I/ Labour Party,
legislation; /f/ fascism, freedom; /t/ tax, trust; /b/ bill; /g/ government; /r/ representative; /j/ United Nations; /v/ voter.

d) These words and phrases all end with a consonant sound (grouped by IPA sound): /t/ anarchist, debate,
government, improvement, Parliament, president, state, trust; /n/ citizen, corruption, decision, election, legislation,
opposition, politician; /m/ fascism, idealism, freedom. /I/ bill, council; /s/ tax, politics; /k/ strike; /v/ representative;
/z/ United Nations.

8. Many English words contain one or more silent letters — letters which are part of the spelling of a word, but which
are not pronounced. The aim of this activity is to demonstrate how so often the spelling of a word in English is
different from how it sounds when spoken. Below are some good examples of words in this group of discussion
words that have silent letters. The silent letters are shown in brackets. No doubt your students will be able to identify
some more.

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
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debat [e], vote [r], fas [c] ism, gover [n] ment, improv [e] ment, Parl [i] ament, sati [r] e, monarc [h]y

9. Answers will vary.

10. There are many possible answers to this question; for example, “tax”, “anarchist”, and “fascism” all contain the
vowel sound /e&/. Use the phonetic chart on p.18.6 of the Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook (available free from
www.englishbanana.com/talkalot) and the phonetic spellings of the vocabulary words on the Discussion Words (with
the IPA) handout to help your students put the words into sound groups.

Lesson Questions

1. a) strike. b) state. c) decision. d) tax. e) mayor. f) debate.
2. Labour Party and Conservative Party.

3. Satire.

4. i) a) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 1% syllable: Conservative Party,
corruption, majority, constituency. b) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 2
syllable: government, representative, politics, Labour Party, policy, anarchist, politician, monarchy, opposition,
Parliament, council, freedom, voter. ¢) Words and phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /a/ on the 3¢
syllable: government, democracy, improvement, decision, Conservative Party, economy, election, president,
dictator, United Nations, corruption, citizen, majority, Parliament. d) Words and phrases which have a weak stress
schwa sound /o/ on the 4" syllable: representative, politician, prime minister, ideology, opposition, constituency,
legislation. e) Phrases which have a weak stress schwa sound /o/ on the 5" syllable: United Nations. ii) 11 words
don’t have a weak stress schwa sound: fascism, MP, debate, strike, tax, state, satire, idealism, bill, mayor, trust.

5. a) The different political ideologies are: freedom, anarchist (anarchism), idealism, monarchy, fascism, democracy.
b) Answers will vary.

6. Corruption.
7. Economy.
8. a) policy, decision. b) idealism. c) vote. d) government. e) strike. f) opposition. g) voter. h) freedom.

9. The different people are: mayor — this person is the leader of a town council; representative — this person holds a
position of authority; they act and speak on behalf of other people, e.g. an MP should represent the interests of the
people who live in their constituency (voting area); MP — an MP (Member of Parliament) is a professional politician,
who speaks to people in their constituency — their constituents — about issues that affect them, and then represent
the views of their constituents when voting for or against legislation in Parliament; president — this person is the
highest leader of a country, organisation, or company; dictator — this person is the ruler of a country, who has not
been elected democratically, and who may hold onto power by force; anarchist — a person who believes that nobody
should be in authority over anybody else, and that everybody should be able to choose the best way to live their own
lives; politician — a person who is elected to a role in politics, e.g. an MP, or a town councillor; citizen — a person
who belongs to a particular country; prime minister — the leader of a country, who may be second in power to a
president or monarch; voter — a person who is able to vote in an election.

10. a) legislation. b) improvement.

11. United Nations.
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Talk a Lot

Politics — Who would you vote for?

Student A

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four
prospective MPs. It's the day of a general election. You go to vote and find this choice of
candidates on your card. You can only vote for one of them. Who do you vote for? Why?

Paul Collins

Frank Smith

Party

Conservative Party

No. Years in Parliament

35 years

Current Job

Opposition backbencher

Biggest Achievement

successful bank merger in 1996

campaigned hard for fairer benefit laws

Family Life

married to Carol; two kids

Hobbies

Controversial Views

none

Reason for Entering Politics

to become prime minister

Junita Khan

Mr. Wally Wardrobe

Party

Green Party

No. Years in Parliament

Current Job

environmental campaigner

checkout supervisor at B&Q

Biggest Achievement

umy boysn

Family Life

divorced; three daughters

Hobbies

pub quizzes, any kind of sport

Controversial Views

“Britain could be totally flooded!”

Reason for Entering Politics

a drunken bet that may backfire

Student B

<

Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four
prospective MPs. It's the day of a general election. You go to vote and find this choice of
candidates on your card. You can only vote for one of them. Who do you vote for? Why?

Paul Collins

Frank Smith

Party

Labour Party

No. Years in Parliament

14 years

Current Job

Home Secretary

Biggest Achievement

Family Life

Civil Partner called Bob

Hobbies

exotic birds

fishing, cycling, long walks in the country

Controversial Views

“Bring back capital punishment!”

Reason for Entering Politics

to make the country a better place

Junita Khan

Mr. Wally Wardrobe

Party

Bigger Wardrobes for All Party

No. Years in Parliament

none

none

Current Job

Biggest Achievement

raising awareness in schools

Family Life

separated from Alice; two sons

Hobbies

music, writing poetry, swimming

Controversial Views

“Free clothes hangers for judges!”

Reason for Entering Politics

to help save the planet
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Talk a Lot

Politics

Information Exchange

Answers

Politics — Who would you vote for?

Task: “Ask and answer questions to complete the gaps, and find out information about four prospective MPs. It's the
day of a general election. You go to vote and find this choice of candidates on your card. You can only vote for one of
them. Who do you vote for? Why?”

Paul Collins

Frank Smith

Party

Conservative Party

Labour Party

No. Years in Parliament

14 years

35 years

Current Job

Home Secretary

Opposition backbencher

Biggest Achievement

successful bank merger in 1996

campaigned hard for fairer benefit laws

Family Life

married to Carol; two kids

Civil Partner called Bob

Hobbies

exotic birds

fishing, cycling, long walks in the country

Controversial Views

“Bring back capital punishment!”

none

Reason for Entering Politics

to become prime minister

to make the country a better place

Junita Khan Mr. Wally Wardrobe*
Party Green Party Bigger Wardrobes for All Party
No. Years in Parliament none none
Current Job environmental campaigner checkout supervisor at B&Q
Biggest Achievement raising awareness in schools “my boys”

Family Life

divorced; three daughters

separated from Alice; two sons

Hobbies

music, writing poetry, swimming

pub quizzes, any kind of sport

Controversial Views

“Britain could be totally flooded!”

“Free clothes hangers for judges!”

Reason for Entering Politics

to help save the planet

a drunken bet that may backfire

* Cultural note: At general elections in the UK, it's possible for any British citizen (or citizen of the Republic of Ireland,
or a Commonwealth country) over the age of 18 to stand as an MP, representing their own party — even a wacky
made-up party like the “Bigger Wardrobes for All Party” — as long as they have paid a deposit of £500. If they fail to
win more than 5% of the vote, they will lose their deposit. This freedom often leads to “joke” candidates appearing at
elections alongside serious candidates. The only aims of such candidates may be to have fun, impress their friends,
and win back their deposits — or win a bet, like our candidate in this activity. The man standing as Mr. Wally
Wardrobe works in a DIY store — B&Q — and has probably sat in the pub with his friends until late at night dreaming
up his joke party and identity (including the wardrobe costume!). In the cold light of day — i.e. at the election, when
everybody else will be smartly dressed and behaving seriously — he might come to regret his decision!

“Who do you vote for? Why?” Answers will vary. When they have completed filling the gaps, students should discuss
— given this choice of four candidates on their polling card — which prospective MP they would vote for in a general
election. “Prospective” means that the candidates would like to be MPs, but are not guaranteed the job after the
general election — they have to be voted in, to either gain or keep their seat in Parliament. Students should produce
appropriate reasons for their choices — why they would choose one candidate rather than another. For example: “I
would vote for Junita Khan because she is passionate about the environment, and that’s a really important issue
these days...” Or... “l would vote for Frank Smith, because it looks like he’s trying to help people...” Or... “l wouldn’t
vote for Mr. Wally Wardrobe, because he isn’t a serious candidate...” [etc.]

Sample Questions Sample Answers

He / she represents the
He’s / she’s been in Parliament for years. /
He / she hasn’t been elected to Parliament before.

Which party does Party.

How many years has

represent?
been in Parliament?

How long has been in Parliament? Since

What is 's current job? He/sheis

What does do for a living? He /sheis

What is 's biggest achievement? .

Tell me about 's family life. He's / she's ./ He's / she’s got

Is married? Yes, ./ No, .

Has got any children? Yes, he's / she’s got children. / No, he /
she hasn't got any children.

What are 's hobbies?

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now!

Talk a Lot Elementary Book 3 © English Banana.com



Talk a Lot

Politics

Information Exchange

What does enjoy doing in his / her He / she enjoys

free time?

Has got any controversial views? Yes: ./ No.

Why did enter politics?

What was ’s reason for entering politics?

Examples

How many years has Paul Collins been in Parliament? He’s been in Parliament for fourteen years.
What is Frank Smith’s biggest achievement? He has campaigned hard for fairer benefit laws.
Is Junita Khan married? No, she’s divorced.

Has Mr. Wally Wardrobe got any controversial views? Yes: “Free clothes hangers for judges!”
[etc.]

Extension 1: you could try to encourage some comparative/superlative questions and sentences too, for example:

Who has been in Parliament the longest? Frank Smith has...
Who has got the most children? Junita Khan has...
Which prospective MP has got the silliest reason for Mr. Wally Wardrobe has...

entering politics?

[etc.]

Extension 2: you could get students to develop short role plays using the characters of the prospective MPs. For
example, a small group of students could hold a debate, with each student playing one of the characters and arguing
about a controversial political issue, such as, “This House believes that we should bring back capital punishment!”, or
“This house believes that global warming doesn't exist!” Another option is for students to work in pairs, with one
playing an interviewer on a political TV programme, and the other playing one of the four candidates. What questions
would you ask, if you were the interviewer? How would you answer them to your best advantage, if you were one of
the candidates?

[etc.]
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Politics

Multi-Purpose Text

Tough at the Top (Original Text)

Line

1 After school on Monday, Maggie had another meeting of the “Magic Holidays

2 Committee”, which she chairs. The aim of the committee is to raise money for school
3 trips for less-privileged pupils. Malcolm, the main fundraiser, made some astonishing
4 allegations about Tim, the treasurer, announcing that Tim had stolen forty pounds

5 from committee funds. Tim denied it, but by Tuesday afternoon Malcolm had given

6 Maggie an ultimatum: “Either he goes or | quit!” Maggie was under intense pressure
7 because Malcolm was a very good fundraiser. What's more, she couldn’t believe that
8 Tim would steal from them. Besides, she knew that Malcolm had been trying to get

9 the treasurer’s job for a few months. Malcolm continued to threaten, but Maggie kept
10 a cool head, and demanded evidence of misconduct. On Thursday Tim unexpectedly
11 resigned from his post and Maggie’s heart sank. She heard from Kim, a trusted

12 colleague on the committee, that Malcolm had discovered documents proving that
13 Tim had unlawfully taken committee money for his own use. By close of play on

14 Friday Maggie had heard a full confession from Tim, who claimed that he had only
15 borrowed the cash “...to help my sister pay back her student loan debt.” Tim was

16 sacked from the committee and Kim was voted into the role. Malcolm said for the

17 record that he had only acted in the interests of the committee and he stayed on as
18 main fundraiser. Maggie felt a weight lifting when the weekend finally got underway.
19 “It's true what they say, mum,” she told Kathleen on Friday evening after a long bath,
20 “A week really is a long time in politics!”

(271 words)

<

Tough at the Top (Text with 20 Differences)

After school on 1. Sunday (Monday), Maggie had another meeting of the “Magic Holidays
Committee”, which she chairs. The aim of the committee is to raise 2. funds (money) for
school trips for less-privileged pupils. Malcolm, the 3. name (main) fundraiser, made some
astonishing allegations about Tim, the treasurer, announcing that Tim 4. has (had) stolen
forty pounds from committee funds. Tim denied it, but by Tuesday 5. morning (afternoon)
Malcolm had given Maggie an ultimatum: “Either he goes or | quit!” Maggie was under intense
pressure because Malcolm was a 6. berry (very) good fundraiser. What's more, she
couldn’t believe that Tim would steal from them. Besides, she knew that Malcolm had been
tryingto 7. net (get) the treasurer’s job for a few 8. mums (months). Malcolm continued
to threaten, but Maggie kept a 9. full (cool) head, and demanded 10. elegance
(evidence) of misconduct. On Thursday Tim unexpectedly 11. replied (resigned) from
his post and Maggie’s heart sank. She heard from Kim, a trusted 12. friend (colleague) on
the committee, that Malcolm had discovered documents proving that Tim had unlawfully taken
committee money for his own 13. shoes (use). By close of play on Friday Maggie had heard
a full confession from 14. Kim (Tim), who claimed that he had only borrowed the cash “...to
help my sister pay 15. black (back) her student loan debt.” Tim was sacked from the
committee and Kim was voted into the role. Malcolm said for the 16. second (record) that
he had only acted in the interests of the committee and 17. she (he) stayed on as main
fundraiser. 18. Kathleen (Maggie) felt a weight lifting when the weekend finally got

19. on the way (underway). “It's true what they say, mum,” she told Kathleen on Friday
evening after a long bath, “A week really is along 20. dime (time) in politics!”
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