Talk a Lot

Books
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Books
1. I usually read a crime novel on the bus home.
2. Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books.
3. John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday.
4. We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour.
5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.
6. You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.
7. Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday the twenty eighth of May.
8. If I remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I’ll probably pass the literature exam.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Books
1. I usually read a crime novel on the bus home.
2. Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books.
3. John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday.
4. We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour.
5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.
6. You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.
7. Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday the twenty eighth of May.
8. If I remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I’ll probably pass the literature exam.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Books
1. I usually read a crime novel on the bus home.
2. Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books.
3. John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday.
4. We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour.
5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.
6. You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.
7. Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday the twenty eighth of May.
8. If I remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I’ll probably pass the literature exam.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Books
       /u:/         /i:/        /aI/     /Á/                   /ö/  /@U/
1. I usually read a crime novel on the bus home.
       /i:/                      /{/                  /aI/                 /aI/                /u:/          /aI/          /U/
2. Sheila and her grandson are driving to the library to renew their library books.
      /Á/          /Á/      /eI/             /Á/             /U/         /A:/           /u:/
3. John forgot to take his geography book to class on Tuesday.
                      /aU/                      /e/           /{/     /U/                                      /A:/      /aU@/
4. We were browsing in the second-hand bookshop for more than half an hour.
    /e/                      /eI/        /e/        /U/               /{/
5. Erica has translated twelve books into Spanish.
                     /Á/                          /i:/         /eI/                  /Á/
6. You can copy some of my ebooks later, if you want.
                 /O:/            /aI/ /aI/  /ö/        /Á/               /eI/      /I/         /{/           /U/                   /Æ:/              /e/     /eI/          /eI/
7. Gerald Forster will sign five hundred copies of his latest thriller at Harold’s Bookshop on Thursday the twenty eighth of May.
                /e/                  /Á/           /{/                  /O:/            /i:/             /Á/           /A:/         /I/                 /{/
8. If I remember the plot and characters of War and Peace, I’ll probably pass the literature exam.
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