Talk a Lot

Films
Sentence Blocks


------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 1: Circle the content words in the following starting sentences. (For answer, see Task 2 below.)

Films
1. My parents prefer classic comedies from the ’80s, because they don’t like special effects.
2. Leo is in Hollywood writing the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie.
3. Joe’s friends saw a couple of award-winning films at the Odeon last weekend.
4. Stacey was chatting up the projectionist just before the projector suddenly broke.
5. Alice has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month.
6. You must rent the latest Johnny Depp DVD – it’s cool!
7. Daisy and her boyfriend are going to watch a romantic comedy at the cinema on Valentine’s Day.
8. If you buy the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 2: Underline the stressed syllable in each content word, shown in black. (For answer, see Task 3 below.)

Films
1. My parents prefer classic comedies from the ’80s, because they don’t like special effects.

2. Leo is in Hollywood writing the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie.

3. Joe’s friends saw a couple of award-winning films at the Odeon last weekend.

4. Stacey was chatting up the projectionist just before the projector suddenly broke.

5. Alice has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month.

6. You must rent the latest Johnny Depp DVD – it’s cool!*
7. Daisy and her boyfriend are going to watch a romantic comedy at the cinema on Valentine’s Day.

8. If you buy the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free.
*Intonation: although auxiliary verbs are usually unstressed, the word “must” is stressed in this sentence to give added emphasis to the recommendation.

------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Task 3: Write the correct vowel sound above each stressed syllable (underlined). (For answer, see below.)

Films
1. My parents prefer classic comedies from the eighties, because they don’t like special effects.
2. Leo is in Hollywood writing the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie.
3. Joe’s friends saw a couple of award-winning films at the Odeon last weekend.
4. Stacey was chatting up the projectionist just before the projector suddenly broke.
5. Alice has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month.
6. You must rent the latest Johnny Depp DVD – it’s cool!
7. Daisy and her boyfriend are going to watch a romantic comedy at the cinema on Valentine’s Day.
8. If you buy the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free.
------------------------------------------------------------(------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence Blocks – Sentence Stress and Vowel Sounds
Each content word (shown in black) contains one syllable with a strong stress, which is underlined. Each stressed syllable has one vowel sound. The vowel sounds on stressed syllables are the most important sounds in the sentence. They make the “sound spine” of the sentence. To improve communication, try to get the sound spine right.
Films
           /e@/              /Æ:/  /{/       /Á/                             /eI/                                   /@U/   /aI/     /e/         /e/
1. My parents prefer classic comedies from the eighties, because they don’t like special effects.
      /i/             /Á/               /aI/                 /i:/                    /@U/  /ö/         /Á/        /u:/
2. Leo is in Hollywood writing the screenplay for a low-budget horror movie.
      /@U/    /e/        /O:/       /ö/               /O:/    /I/          /I/               /@U/        /A:/          /e/

3. Joe’s friends saw a couple of award-winning films at the Odeon last weekend.
       /eI/                /{/       /ö/              /e/                                             /e/        /ö/             /@U/
4. Stacey was chatting up the projectionist just before the projector suddenly broke.
    /{/                       /@U/      /I/         /I/                    /I/                      /ö/
5. Alice has downloaded fifteen films from the internet this month.
               /ö/    /e/         /eI/      /Á/           /e/          /i:/          /u:/
6. You must rent the latest Johnny Depp DVD – it’s cool!
      /eI/                    /OI/                                   /Á/              /{/       /Á/                     /I/                 /{/               /eI/ 
7. Daisy and her boyfriend are going to watch a romantic comedy at the cinema on Valentine’s Day.
                /aI/             /i:/ /Á/                    /e/          /aU/                    /i:/         /u:/      /i:/
8. If you buy the DVD boxset, you’ll get the soundtrack on CD absolutely free.
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