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Test Your Reading Skills

Famous Britons – Reading Comprehension


Look at the data showing when these famous Britons were alive and how long they lived for, then answer the questions on the next page:

Famous Briton
  

Dates:


Age when they died:

Sir Isaac Newton


1642 – 1727

85 years old

Alfred the Great


849 – 899

50 years old

Geoffrey Chaucer


c. 1340 – 1400
c. 60 years old

Queen Elizabeth I


1533 – 1603

70 years old

John Lennon



1940 – 1980

40 years old

Captain James Cook

1728 – 1779

51 years old

William Wallace


c. 1272 – 1305
33 years old

George Orwell


1903 – 1950

47 years old

Alexander Graham Bell

1847 – 1922

75 years old

Florence Nightingale

1820 – 1910

90 years old

Questions:

1.
Who was born in 849?

2.
Who was born in the fourteenth century?

3.
Who died in 1922?

4.
Who died in the seventeenth century?

5.
Who was born in 1642?

6.
Who died in 1910?

7.
Who lived for 47 years?

8.
Who was 85 when he died?

9.
Who was born in about 1272?

10.
 Who lived for 70 years?

11.
 Who was 51 when he was killed?

12.
 Who was born in the twentieth century?

13.
 Who lived to be 75 years old?

14.
 Which famous Briton lived the longest?

15.
 What was their profession?

16.
 In what year was George Orwell born?

17.
 Who was the youngest when they died?

18.
 How many of these famous Britons lived to be over 65?

19.
 Who died in the fourteenth century?

20.
 Who died in the fifteenth century?

Answers:

1.
Alfred the Great.

2.
Geoffrey Chaucer.

3.
Alexander Graham Bell.

4.
Queen Elizabeth I.

5.
Sir Isaac Newton.

6.
Florence Nightingale.

7.
George Orwell.

8.
Sir Isaac Newton.

9.
William Wallace.

10.
 Queen Elizabeth I.

11.
 Captain James Cook.

12.
 George Orwell and John Lennon.

13.
 Alexander Graham Bell.

14.
 Florence Nightingale.

15.
 Nurse.

16.
 1903.

17.
 William Wallace.

18.
 Four: Newton, Elizabeth I, Graham Bell and Florence Nightingale.

19.
 William Wallace.

20.
 Geoffrey Chaucer.
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